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augxtment, 

Adam inquires concerning celestial motions} is doub 
answered^ and exhorted to search rather things more u 
qf knowledge : Adam assents ; and, still desirous to i 
Raphael^ relates to him what he remembered since hi 
. creation ; his placing in Paradise ; his talk with Go* 
ceming solitude and Jit society ; his first meeting and 
tials with Eve ; his discourse with the angel therei 
who after admonitions repeated^ departs. 
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PARADISE LOST. 

BOOK VIU. 

^4*1 eftded, anil in .-Aclanrs ear 

niiig' U'ii h\i vuii'c, tliut he awhile 

: him still siK-akiugf, still i>to<id fixM to hear; 

; iipw \v:ikM, thus yn.tt fully rf j>lyM. 

at thanks xiifficioat, or Avhat rocoinpcusc 6 

ave I to reiuirr thre, divine 

n, who thus larnffly ha^t alln^M 

sll had of knun ledge, and vouchsaPd 

rndly nondcsceiision to nhite 

else by me unsi nrchable ; now hiard tO 

mdkr, but delight, and a^ is due, 

ury atlributed to the hi^'h 

? nuau'thiii^'' yi t of doubt remains, 

9iily \\\y solution rau rc:iolv'e. 

behold thi> <;':M)dly frame, thia world 15 

''ii and Earth a)ii:>isling>, aud compute 

fi^nilDdos, this carrh a spot, a graiir, 

J, with the iirutanient couiparM 

her nainherM stars, thiit seem to roll 

iicomprelivnsibic (foi such '2,0 

istaiuM' arg"i'.M, and their swift return 

) nierely lo olVM.-ial'- liyl»t 

Jiisoparoiis c:;.*-!)!, this pmicliial spot, 

,■ and niifht, In all their vast survey 

liraid«'sj r'-a.-jonint,' 1 oft :u!:!iii'^', 25 

ihire wise an«l fri!L:".»i ''oiild ^.'omniit 

<,ipp-.iiiiins, v.i;-) svp»-illuuus UuuA 

I nobler bo die:} tj weate, 
/. 19 



«I0 PARADISE LOST. Book Vtlt 

Greater so manifold, to this one use, 

For dught appears, and on their orhs impose 30^ 

Such restless rproliition day by day 

Repeated ; while the sedentary earth, 

That better mi^ht with far less compass moyCf 

ServM by more noble than herself, attains 

Her end without least motion, and receives, 9& 

As tribute, such a lumless journey brought 

Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and lig'ht; 

Speed, to describe whose swiftness number fails.**^ 

So spake our sire, and by his countenance seemM 
£utVing on studious thoughts abstruse ; which Eve 4§ 

Perceiving, where she sat retirM in sight, 
With lowliness majestic from her seat, 
And grace that won who saw to wish her stay, 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flowers, 
To visit how they prosperM, bud and bloom, ^ 

Her nursery; they at her coming sprung, 
And, touchM by her fair tendence, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 
0elighted, or not capable her ear 

Of what was high : such pleasure she reserved, 8# 

Adam relating, she sole auditress ; 
Her husband the relator she preferrM 
Before the angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather; he, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 5lr 

With conjugal carrrsses; from his lip 
Not words alone pleasM her. () I when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join'd? 
With goddess-like denieauour forth she went, 
Not unattended ; for on her, as qncen, 60 

A pomp ofwinniDg graces waited still, 
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And from about ber shot darts of desire 

Into all ejes to wish her still in sig-ht. 

And Raphael now, to Adain*s doubt proposed, 

Bcucrolent and facile thns reply *d. 6b 

<< To ask or search, 1 blame thee not ; for Heaven 
i» as the book of God before thee set. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His seasons, hours, or days, or months, or years ; 
This to attain, whether Heav'n more or Earth 70 

Imports not, if thou reckon right ; the rest 
From man or angel the great Architect 
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scannM by them who ought 
Rather admire ; or, if they list to try 75 

Conjecture, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, wlien they«oi|ie to model Heaven 
A nd calculate the stars, how they will wield ^ 

The mighty frame ; how build, unbuild, contrive 
To save ^pearances ; how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o*er, 
Cycle and epicycle,' orb in orb : 

Already by thy , easoning tiiis I guess, ^ 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposest 
Thai bodies bright and greater should not serve 
The less not bright, nor Heaven such journeys run, 
Earth sitting still, when she alone receives 
The benefit : consider first, that great ^> 

(>r bright infers not excellence : the earth. 
Though, in comparison of Heaven so small, 
Kol gliat'ring, may of solid goml contain 
JjAorrfpIeutw tbau tbv sun that barren shimcb , 



S13 PARA1>18E LOST. liooK VIII. 

AVhosc virtue on itsch' works no effct't, 05 

But intho fruitful earth; there first rcneiv'd 

llij» boauis, unnctive eUp, their riijnour finil. 

Yet no: to earth are those bright lumiDarici 

OHicious^ but to thee, earth^i habitant. 

And for the Heaven's wide circuit, let it speak ' IM 

The Mak<'r^8 high majrnificence, who built 

So spacious, and his line stretchM out so far 3 

That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 

An edition too larj^e for him to till, 

LodtjfM in a small partition; and the rest 10ft 

OrdainM for uses to his Lord best known. 

Tlif swiftiH-ss of thosft^ circles attribute, 

Thoujifh numberless, to hisouinipotr nee, 

That to corpon'al substances could add 

Sp^H^d aliuoKt spiritual : me thou thiukest not slow, IIA 

Wiio since tlic morning hour set out from Heaven 

Where God resides, nnd ere mid-day arrivM 

111 Eden -, distance* ini'Ypressible 

By nuinlier»that hare name. But this I urgCy 

Af'.uiittiiig motion in the llear^ns, to show 115 

Imaliij that which thee to doubt it niovM ; 

Not that i so affirm, though so it seem 

To tiiec who hast thy dwelling hei-e on earth. 

Goil, t) remove his ways from human sense, 

PlacM ! Icav'ii from Earth so far, that earthly sight, 120 

If it presume, miij^ht err in things too high. 

And no atU untsige gain. What if the sun 

Bo ceiitH- 1.) the world ; and other sta:-s, 

By liis attractive virtue and thoirown 

Inejtci!, diMice about bim various riHinds? 1'2J 

I'll- if waiuKriug caurse now high, now low, thon hid^ 

Progressive, n trognxACj or standings still. 



Tin. PARADISE L06T. Sid 

thoo seest ; and what if sey'nth to theia 
anet earth, so stedfittt thoag-h she seem, 
ibly three different motions mo?e ? 130 

ebe to several s|Aeres thou mast ast^be, 

contrary with thwart obliquities ; 
e the snn his labour, and that swift 
'Dal and diurnal rhomb su{q[M>8^d, 
»le else above all stars, the wheel 135 

r and night ; which needs not thy belief| 
:h, industrious of heiself, fetch day 
ling' east, and with her part averse 
he sun*s beam meet night, her other part 
iminous by his lay. What if that light, 140 

-om her through the wide tram^icuous air,^ 
t terrestrial moon be as a star 
it*ning her by day, as she by night 
arth ? reciprocal, if l land be there, 

and inhabitants : her spots thou seest 146 

»ud8, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 

in her softenM soil, for some to eat 

ed there ; and other suns perhaps, 

iieir attendant moons, tbou vilt descry 

lunicatiug. male and female light, }fi^ 

I two great sexes animate the world, 

in each orb, perhaps with some that live. 

eh vast room in nature unposses8*4 

ing- soul, deaert and desolate,^ 

o shine, yet scarce to contribute |55 

orb a glimpse of light, conveyM so far- 

to this habitable, which returns 

back to them, is obvious to dispute. ■ 

hether thus these things, or whether not, 

ler the siw, prec/ojuinant iu lleaT^a) ^^ 

19* 
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Rise on the earth, or enrth rise on the siin ^ 
He iroui the cast his hamiug road l>eg-in, 
Or she from west her siUmt cootbc adrance, 
With inofien&ive pace that spinning' sleeps 
On her soft axle, while she paces even. 
And hears thee soft with the smooth air along ; 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 
Leave them to God ahore, him serre and fear; 
Of other creatures, as him pleases hest, 
Wherever placed, let him dispose ; joy thou 
In what he gives to thee, this Paradise 
And thy fair Eve 5 Heav'n is for thee too high . 
To know what passes there j he lowly xvii**. : 
Think only what concerns thee and ihy being : 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 
Live, in what stale, condition, ov degree ; 
Contented that thus iar hath heen reveal'd 
Not of Earth only, hut of highest Hcav'n." 

To whom thus Adam, clcarM of douht, replj'd. 
*' How fully hast thou satisfyM me, pure 
Intelligence of Heaven, angel serene ! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live, 
9I1C easiest way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
. To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 
And not molest us, unless wo ourselves 
Seek them with wandering thoughts, and notions vain. 
Bat apt the mind her fancy is to rove 
UncheckM, and of her roving is no end 5 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, she Icarn 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obsrare and subtle ; but, to know 
IKmt which beforc.jiu lies iu dail^ lifi^ 
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me wudotu ; what is more, is fume, 
less, or fund impertinence ', 19& 

ers lis in thingfs that most concern 
*d, unpreparM, and still to seek, 
from this high pitch let us descend 
li):<;-ht, and speak of thing's at hand 
V hence, ha|>Iy, mention may arise 200 

ling* not unseasonable to ask, 
mce, and thj wonted favour, deig'uM. 
ive iicard relating- what was done 
Mnciuhraucc : now, hear me relate 
which perhaps thou hast not heard ; 205 

s yet not spent ; till tlieu thou seest 
ly to detain thee 1 devise ; 
hoc to hear while I relate ; 
2re it not in hope of thy reply : 
3 I sit witli tlico, I seem in Heaven j 210 

iter thy discoui-se is to my ear 
tt> of palm-tree pleasantest to thirst 
,'erhoth, from labour, at the hour 
•cpast ; they satiate, and soon fill 
leasaut ; but thy words with grace divine 21^ 

M'iiig' to their sweetness no satiety .'"' 
m thus Uaphael answerM heavenly meek, 
thy lips uugracoful, sire of men, 
to iiicloqurut ; for God on thee 
ly his gifts hath also pourM SSMI 

1(1 outward botli, his image jfiair: 
, or mule, ail comeliness and grace 
eo ; and earh word, each motion, forms j 
link we in Ileav'u of thee on Earth 
ir fi-ilow-Kcrvnnt, uiul inquire ^^ 

the wnvs of.jaod with maa : 
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For God, we see, hath hononr'd thee, and set 

On man his equal love : say therefore on j 

For I that day was absent, as befel, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscare, 99§ 

Far on excursion tow*ard the gates pf Hell; 

SquarM in full legion (such oommaud we hand) 

To see that none thence issueil forth q spy^ 

Or enemy, while God was in his work ; 

Lest he inccnsM at such eruption bold, 996 

Destruction with creation might have mixM. 

Kot that they durst without his leave attempt, 

Bnt UH he sends upon his high behe6t» 

For state, as SovVeigu King ; and to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fast shut flM^ 

The dismal gates, and banicadoM strong ; 

But long ere our approaching heard within 

Voise, other than the sound of dance or song, 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we n tuniM up to the coasts of light S4& 

Ere sabbath evening : so we had in charge. 

But thy relation now ; for ] attend, 

Pleu:iM with thy words no less than thou with mine.^' 

So spake the god-like powV, and thus our sire. 
' ^ For mau to tell how human life began 96§^ 

Is hard ; for who himself beginning knew ?. 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
InducM me. As new wakM from soundest sleep, 
Soft on the flowVy herb 1 found me laid 
In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun 2^ 

Soon dr>*d, and on tlie reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward Heav'n my womFring eyes I turnM, 
And gazM awhile the ample sky ; till raised 
J^ gn'jck instinctive motion, up 1 sprung, 
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rward ^iideavouring*, and upright 260 

m J feet j alK>ut me round i saw 
>, and shady woods, and sunny plains, 
id lapse of munn'rinty streams ; hy these, 
s that lirM and mov^d, and walkM, or flew; 
the branches warUing' ; all thing-s sniilM j 266 
g^rance and with joy my heart o'erflowM. 
then perused, 9nd limb by limb 
^ and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
>ple joints, as lively vigour led : 
I wasj or where, or from what cause, 27Q 

»t ; to speak I try^d) and forthwith spake ; 
uc obeyM, and readily could name 
r I saw. -^ Thou 9un,' said I, ' fair light, 
a enlightened Earth, so fresh and gay, 
, and dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains, 275 

hat live and move, fair creatures tell, 
re saw, how came I thus, how here ? 
ij'self ; by some great Maker then, 
ness and in powV pre-eminent ; 
how may I know him, how adore, 280 

bom I have that thus I move and live, 
I that I am happier than I know.* 
ins 1 caird, and stroyM I knew not whither, 
bence I first drc>w air, and first beheld 
>py light, when answer none returuM, 285 

fpn shady l)ank, profuse of flowers, 
I sat rao down : there gentle sleep 
ind me, and with soft oppression seiz'd 
isod sniso, untroubled, though I thought 
•as passiniir to my fonner state 290 

Je, and forthwith to dissolve : 
\ddcu1y stood Hi my head a dream, 
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For God, we see, hath hononr'd thee, and set 

On man his equal love : say therefore on j 

For I that day was alwent, as befel, 

Bound on a voyage uncouth and obscure, 99§ 

Far on excursion tow*ard the gates pf Hell; 

SquarM in full legion (such command we hand) 

To see that none thence issued forth q 9py, 

Or enemy, while God was in bis work; 

Lest he inccnsM at such eruption bold, 996 

Destructiou with creation might have mixM. 

Kot that they durst without his leave attempt, 

But us he sends upon his high behcsti^ 

For state, as Sov'-retgu King ; and to ifiure 

Our prompt obedience. Fant we found, fust shut AM. 

The dismal gates, and hantcadoM strong ; 

But long ere our approaching heard within 

Voise, other than the sound of dance or song, 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we retuniM up to the coasts of light S46i 

Ere sabbath evening : so we had in charge. 

But thy relation now ; for ] attend, 

PleasM with thy words no less than thou with mine.^ 

80 spake the god-like powV, and thus our sire. 
' ' For man to tell how human life began 9M 

Is hard ; for who himself beginning knew ?. 
Desire with thee still longer to converse 
InducM me. As new wnkM from soundest sleep, 
Soft on the flowery herb 1 found me laid 
In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun 2^ 

Soon dry'd, and on the reeking moisture fed. 
Straight toward Heav'n my wondering eyes 1 turuM, 
And gazM awhile the omple sky ; till raised 
Jfy- quick JastiDCtive motion, up 1 sprung] 
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rd endeavouring*, and upright 260 

feet 'y alH>ut me ronnd I saw ■ 
id shady woods, and sunny plains, 
ipse of murni'ring^ streams ; by these, 
at UfM and mov^d, and walked, or flew; 
branches warbling' ; all things sniilM ; 266 
ice and with joy my heart o'erflowM. 
n perused, ^nd limb by limb 
id sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
joints, as lively vigour led : 
asj or where, or from what cause, 27Q 

to speak I try'd) and forthwith spake ; 
tbeyM, and readily could name 
saw. ^ Thou 9uu,^ said I, ' fair light, 
ilightcned Earth, so fresh and gay, 
d dales, ye rivers, woods, and plains, 275 

life and move, fair creatures tell, 
aw, how came I thus, how here ? 
tlf J by some great Maker then, 
} and in powV pre-omiuent ; 
IV may I know him, how adore, 28Q 

) I have that thus I move and live, 
at I am happier than I know.* 
1 caird, and strnyM I knew not whither, 
ce I first drew air, and first beheld 
light, when answer none retunfd, 285 

sliady hank, profuse of flowers, 
it ran down : there gentle sleep 
mo, and with soft oppression w'izM 
1 sciisp, untrouhli'd, though I thought 
p;issiiii,»- lo my formrr state 290 

and forthwith lo dissolve : 
ciiJy stiwd at my head a dreavn^ 
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Whose inward apparition gently movM 
My fancy to belicre I yet had being*, 
And IifM : one came, methongpht, of shape diTiae, 
And said, 'Thy mansion wants thee, Adam rise. 
First man, of men innnmerahle ordained 
First father ; callM by thee, 1 come thy gfuide 
To the garden of bliss, thy seat prepared.' 
So saying, by the hand he took me raisM, 
And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth sliding without step, last led me np 
A woody mountain ; whose high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, endos'd, with goodliest trees 
Planted, with walks, and bowers ; that what I saw 
Of earth before scarce pleasant seemM. Each tree 
Loaden with fairest fruit, that hung to th^ eye 
Tempting, stirrM in me sudden appetite 
To pluck and eat : whereat T wak d, and foand 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 
Had lively shadowM : here had new begun 
Hy wand*ring, had not he, who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 
Prfsencp divine. Rejoicing, but with awe, 
lu adoration at his feet I fell 

Submiss : he rearM me*, and ^ Whom thou sought* st I ai 
Said mildly, < Author of all this thou seest 
Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 
This Paradise I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fiiiit to cat : 
Of every tree that in the garden grows 
Ent freely with glad heart : fear here no dearth j 
But of the tree whose operation brings 
Knowledge? of good and ill, which I have set 
Tkephdffe efthy obedienoe and thy faitlk^ 
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gwden hy the tree of life, 
r what I warn thee, shun to taste^ 
the bitter consequence : for know, 
loa eat^st thereof, my sole command 
sM, inevitahlj thou shalt die, 33# 

day mortal, and this happy state 
!, e\pelIM from henue into a world 
id sorrow.* Sternly he pronouncM 
interdiction, which resounds 
/ul in mine ear, though in my choice 336 

ur; but soon his clear aspect 
and gfracious purpose thus renewM. 
these fair bounds, but all the earth 
id to thy race I give ; as lords 
and all thingti that therein live, 349 

sea, or air. beast, fish, and fowl, 
hereof each bird and beast behold 
r kinds ; I bring them to receive 
'. their names, and pay thee fealtj 
subjection ; understand the same 34ft 

thin their wat'ry residence, 
* summoned, since they cannot change 
nent, to draw the thinner air.* 
> spake, each bird and bea&t behold 
ing two and two ; these cowVing low 359 

dishmcnt ; each bird stoopM on his wing, 
lem, as they passed, and understf>od 
ire, with such knowledge God endued 
u njtprelicnsiou : but in these 
)t what methoiight I wautrd still ; 355 

? h<*av'nly vision thus presumed. 
y what nanic, for thou above all these, 
nkiad, or oi/^'-iit thau mankind Vii|^\iec^ 
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Surpasscst far my uaniiug- ; how may I 

Adore thee, Author of this universe, 3fi 

And all this g-ood to man ? for whose well beingf 

So amply, and with hands so liberal, 

Thou hast provided all things ; but with mc 

I see not who partakes. In solitude 

What happiness, who can enjoy alone, S( 

Or all enjoying-, what contentment find?' 

Thus I presumptuous ; and the vision bright, 

As with a smile more brig-hten'd, thus reply'd. 
** * What cairst thon solitude ? is not the earth 

With various livingf creatures, and the air 31 

Replenished, and all those at thy command 

To come and play before tliee ? know'st ihou not 

Their lauguag-c and their ways? they also know, 

And reason not contemptibly; with these 

Find pastime, and bear rule ; thy realm is large.' 8^ 

So spukc the univcisal Lord, and seeniM 

So ordering. I, witli leave of speech implor'd, 
\ And humble depreciition, thus reply'd. 

I *' ' Let not my words ofl'end thee, heav'uly Pow'r, 

My Maker, be propitious while I speak. 

Ilast thou not made mc here thy substitute^ 31 

■ And thtse inferionar beneath me set? 

Among unequuls wluit society 

Can sort, wliat harmony, or true delight? 

Which must be umtuai, in proportion due 3< 

(liv'ii and receivM; but in disparity 

The one intense, the other still remiss 

Csinnot well suit with either, but soon prove 

Tedious alike : of fellowship I spcuk 

Such as I seek, fit to participate 3 

All rational diVi^htj wherein the brute 
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nman consort; they rejoice 

heir kind, lion ^ith lione^; 

1 in pairs thon hast combinM ; 

m bird utriih beast, or fish with fowl 3^ 

^erse, nor with the ox the ape ; 

can man witii beast, and least of all.* 

> th* Almig-hty answered, not displeasM. • 

I subtle happiness, I see, 

lelf proposest, in the choice 40# 

iates« Adam ! and wilt ta^e 

though in pleasure, solitary. 
it thou then of mo, and this my state ? 
ee sufficiently possessM 

s, or not ? who am alone 40b 

rnity, for none I know 
e or like, equal much less. • 
then with whom to hold converse, 
le creatures which I made, and thus* 
ior, iuHuite -descents 4l# 

it othor creatOrcs are to thee r' 
M ', i lowly auswer'd. ' To attain 
and depth of thy eternal ways 
tioutflits come short. Supreme of things ! 
soifart perfect, and in thee 415 

uce found ; not so is man, ^ 

•e ; the eau<ip of his desire 
itinn M'ith his like to help, 
s defects. No need that thou 
ipajjute, already iuHuite ; 49^ 

h all uumb(>rs absolute, though one 3 

nuiiibrr is to manifest 

upri A'clitKi, aud beget 

iki'^ his image muitipIyM. 
20 
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In unity defective, which requires 

Collateral love, and dearest araity. 

Thou in thy secrecy althougfh alone, 

Best with thyself accoin|uinied, seek^st not 

Social communication ; yet so pleas'd, 

Canst raise thy creature to what height thou wilt 

Of union or coramuniou, deify M; 

I, by conversing' cannot these erect 

From prone, nor in their ways complacence find.* 

Thus I emboldcnM spake, and freedom usM 

Permissive, and acceptance found ; which gainM 

This answer from the gracious voice divine. 

'' ' Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleasM, 
And find thee knowing not of beasts alone. 
Which thou hast rightly namM, but of thyself j 
Expressing well the spirit within thee {ree^ 
My image, not imparted to the brnte ; 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reason was thou freely shonldst dislike ^ 
And be so minded still ; 1, ere thou spak'st, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone ; 
And no such company as then thou saw^st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how thou couldst judge of fit and meet : 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assurM, 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self, 
Thy wisb exactly to thy heart's desire.' 

'^ He ended, or I heard no more ', for now 
My earthly by his heavenly overpower'd, 
Which it had long stood under, strainM to th^ height 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 
As with an ubject that rxcels the sense 
Mealed uaA spent, sunk down, and sought repair 
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?p, which instantlj fell on me, callM 
ture as in aid, and closed mine eyes. 
?ye8 ht" closM, but open left the cell 4C0 

icy, my internal sig-ht ; by which 
ict as in a trance, methoogfbt I saw, 
fh sleeping*, where I lay, and saw the shape 
lorioQS before whom awake 1 stood ; 
looping opeiiM my left side, and took 405 

thence a rib, with cordial spirits warm, 
fe-hlood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound, 
ddenly with flesh filPd np and healM : 
b he furmM and fashioned with his hands 5 
his forming hands a creatun grew, 470 

ke, but diJBerent sex ; so lovely fair, 
vhat seeniM fair in all the world, seemM now 
or in hersummM np, in her contained, 
II her looks ; which from that time infusM 
ness into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

nto all things from her air inspired 
)iVit of love and amorous delight, 
isappenr^d, and left me dark ; I wak*d 
d her, or for ever to deplore 

ss, and other pleasnres all abjnre : 48# 

out of hope, behold her, not far off, 
ts I saw her in my dream, adornM 
what ail Earth or Heaven conld bestow 
ke her amiable : on she came, 

f her heavenly Maker, though unseen, 485 

'uided by bis voice ; nor nuinforni^d 
>tial sanctity, and marriage rites : 
was in all her steps, Heaven in her eye, 
ry gesture, dignity and love. 
"jof % could not forbear aloud. ^!^ 
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" ' This tiim hath made amends •, thon hast fulfiird 
Thy words, Creator bouuteous and beiiig'u, 
Giver of all thing's fair ! bat fairest this 
Of all thy gifts ! nor enviest. I now see 
Bone of ray bone, flesh of my flesh, mjself 49& 

Before me ; woman is her name, of man 
Extracted j for this cause he shall fon-go 
Father and mother, and to his wife adhere ; 
And they shall be one flesh, one heai-t, one soul.' 

"She heard me thus ; and though divinely brought, 50Q 
Yet innocence and virgin modesty, 
Her virtue, and the consience of her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not unsought he won, 
Not obvious, not obtrusive, but retifd, 
The more de&ireable ; or, to say all, WS 

Nature herself, though pure of sinful thought, 
Wrought in her so, that seeing me, she turn' d j 
I foUowM her j she what was honour knew, 
And with obsequious majesty appro vM 
My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 510 

1 led her blushing like the morn : all Heaven, 
And happy constellations, on that hour 
Shed their selecte^t influence : the earth t 

Gave sign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds ^ fresh gales and gentle airs 615 

WhisperM it ]to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rose, flung odours from the spicy shrub, 
Disporting, till the ar.^orous bird of night 
Sung spousal, and bid haste the evening star 
On his hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 590 

"Thus have I told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly bliss 
Wklcb I enjoy; and must confess to fiiw^ 



1 Bean of bute, tigin, mh^II, bsrlB, fioili, iBd flawen, 
Wallu,ancl tbewliHtjDfUnU; bntben ^^ 
Ita-Mtienriu, Ins^ncled I brbohl, 
imported tDodt ; berp puMon fiiH 1 frh, 
CaamotioB tb*t\g.e I in iiU<^)*jiarQli ein 

IfiiHt Uk diiuro of hnWj'M pm'rfdl (laosa. 
Or HMn fiuFd in ne, uid laA MMM put 
■•t pcagf nmi)^ «ih^ ubj«c< U> niMui j 
Otinai f^nde labduoliiig, Mtik ptrin|a 
M««tbMieMng4i at lcwtMiliar)K>t«w'd 
S^ HacbafariuiiBeDt,ui totwsnlibinr.. 



IWrmll I 'W)d«nlaDil in li« prtee «B< 
fXaitara bnib' iaterior, ia tha Biad 
Aad innnl tacuHiH, whidi ■nil nsal } 
Jb — Iww l alMlicr rewniUug' Um 

I Wk Wfa vbo NMde.bdth, ud la* rxpnaiag 
' n*.dM*elef of that daminioa giiea 

(ytr Mber cnulnm ; jel Hbca ] ■ppraach . 

&*r Invf liiLfis, so shsotnlc tkt ireiu . 

And iliherHrll'coinp'Ut, lowcU to know 

Ret own, ihiil wluit ihewiBa todo oriaf, 



All bigbtr kiioH'ledg'c iiiherpmence fiUi 
U^raded i wiailani in diMStUM with ber 
Lm^* iliscaunrtianc'd, and like bOj ilunn j 
Antbiirilj' >ndr«H«>ii oii hrrwait, 
Aianp intendedfint, ODI atermado ' 
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Greatness of mind, and nobleness, their seat 
Bnild in her loveliest, and create an awe 
About her, as a gfuard angelic placed.** 

To whom the angfel with contracted brow. 
'^ Accnse not nature, she hath done her part ; 
J)o thou but thine ; and be not diffident * 

Of wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou need^st her nigh, 
By attributing^ overmuch to things 
Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv^st. 
For, what admir^st thou, what transports thee so. 
An outside ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishiqg*, thy honouring*, and thy Jove, 
Not thy subjection : weigh with her thyself; 
Then value : oft-times nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grouuded on jnst and right 
Well managM ; of that skill the more thou know''sf, 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield all her shows: 
Made so adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou mny'st love 
Thy mate, who sees when thou art seen least wise 
But if the sense of touch, whereby mankind 
is propagated, seem such dear delight 
Beyond all other, think tlie same vouchsafM 
To cattle and each beast ; which would not be 
To them made common and divulgM, if ought 
Therein eiijoy'd were worthy to subdue 
The soul of man, or passion in him move. 
What high*er in her society tliou fiod'st 
Attractive, human, rational, love Still ; 
Ib loving thou dost well, in passion not, 
Wberein true love consists not : lore refines 
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hts, and heart enlarges ; hath his scat bd^ 

and is judicious; is the scale 
to heuv'nly love tfiou mayM ascend, 
lU carnal pleasure; for which cause 
e beasts no mate for thee was found/' 
tn thus, half t^bashM, Adam replyM. 50t> 

her outside formM so fair, nor ought 
ition common to all kinds 
ligher of the genial bed by far, 
mysterious reverence I deem) 
lelights me, as those graceful acts, 000 

isand decencies that daily flow 
er words and actions mixed with love 
: compliance, which declare unfeignM 
lind, or inns both one soul j 
to behold in wedded pair 605 

?fnl than hannouioiis sound to th' ear. 
Mibjcct not; I to thee disclose * 

ird thence I feel, not therefore foiPd, 
with various objects, from the sense 
representing ; yet, still free, 610 

le best, and follow what I approve. 
)n blaiiPst me not, for love, thon say*st, 
» Ilcav'n, is boih the way and guide ; 
lue then, if lav/ful what I ask ; 
ic heuv^ily spi'rits, and how their lore 61& 

ey r by looks only ?' or do they mix 
, virtual or immediate touch?" 
1 the nngel with a smile that glowM 
isy red, love's proper hue, 
'• L(;l U suffice thee that thon know'st 620 

aiwl williout lore no happiness. 
uuv thou in the body enjoy'st 
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(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 

Id eminence; and obstacle find none 

Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive ban ; 

Easier than air with air, if spiVits embrace, 

Tot&l they mix, uuiou of pure with pure 

Desiring ; nor restraiuM conveyance need, 

As flesh to mix with tiesb, or spul with soul. 

But 1 can now no more ; the parting sun 

Beyond the earth^s green Cape and verdant isles 

Hesperian sets, my signal to depart. 

Be strong, live happy% and love ! but, first of all, 

Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep 

His great command ', take heed lest passion sway 

Thy ju<lgment to do ought, which else free will 

Would not ^idmit : thine, and of all thy sons, 

The weal or woe in thee is placM ; beware ! 

I in thy persevering. shall rejoice, 

And all the blest : to stand or fall 

Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 

Perfect within, nooutwaid aid require; 

And all temptation to transgress repel.^* 

So saying, he arose ; whom Adam thus 
FollowM with benediction. " Since to part, 
(jo heav'nly' guest, ether ial messenger. 
Sent from whose sov'reign goodness I adore ! 
Qentle to nie, and afFuhle hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be^ hononrM ever 
With grateful memory: thou to mankind 
Be good and friendly still, and oft return!'* 

Sa parted they : the angel up to Ueav'n 
From the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 
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taliut, having tnnipatifd lie Barii, m'M meiitaled gaUtr*. 
•■irni, ai a nUt, 4j ninkt Mb Paraditei tultr- into Iht 
■rpenl iletpiig. Adaaiatd Eit in tht maniitig gajortk 
I their labours^ which Ei:e proposet to diMtdt in ttwrat 
lacei, eacA faAuarin^ apart : Adam coaamli not, alUg- 
'g tAt danger, leit thalmmy, nf wham Ihesuiere/ere- 
amed^ihoula nttempt her found alone : Eve, lolhto U 
loughl not circuiaipect orjirm enough, ur^ei her going 
apart, the rather desirous to make trial of her itreaglA; 
Adam ill last gietils : the serpent finds her alone ,■ his suSlU 
approachyfirst gating, then speaking ; ailh muth Jlallerif 
aclollins fft* al,o>,c all other creatures. Evt, wondering 
to hear the serpent speaJc, arks hoa Jie attained to human 
tpeech and surh understanding not till nom ,- the srrpeiU 
omioe/i, that JVji tasting o/a certain tree in the garden hs 
attained to both speech and reamn, till then toid n/both; 
Eve requitts him to bring ier to thai tr*e,andjinds it to ho 
re a/ huneUdge forbidden : the serpent, naa growK 
holder, with manif icilfs and arguments, inducesherai 
length to eat ; she, pleased with the luslei deliberalet 
awhile whether ta imparl thereqt' to Adam or not ; at last 
brings him Iff' the/iuit ; relates irhal /Krsuaded her to tat 
thereof; Adam, at first amated, bat perctiting her lost, 
Teialces, Ihreagh tehe-nence if lott, to perish with Aer ( 
and, afenuating the trespass, eats also <(f the fruit: tin 
efiteti thereof in them both ; they seek to corer their lub 
kedneis; then fait ta vriance and accaealion of e»a 
another. 
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IfO Bare □[ talk where Gn<1nran^GlpcA-'-'''" 
W<lhBnn,ii ni(htii>rri<-nd,fiunili!tiia>'d - 
To Hi 'mi^gtat, and nith hln partake 
Kimdreput jpenaiUing-biuiibeHliils 
TewoldiKonrKiinhliim'il; 1 nowmraidttjifo-' 
TtuMnMniotnisic; Fn»lilatri[it,B]i>!U«Mk 
itdi^oil theporlDf msD, rer.iK. 
A^^mHtedlraee ; no Ibf pari of Hibt* i 
IM4«liitBkled,d>nanceHiul<tkM9(e, 
Alig«r««dj>nlrebuliF, BiBijodgmertg-iMH' . 
T1wtlM>a^linUlliIswntldn>T'ir1iiofitiiai ' 
Ktwithcrthrulaw DrtiLh, BnJHiHi? 
DealS^lurbiiig'er : mil Insk I yet oignmeit 

Bibntniore lieroif thornhc wialh 
Of BiPtn Arhilles on hit** ptimiM 

Of Tnnim (or Ijiv inia dweBiwus'd ; , 

Or Tfcpntnc't ire, sr Jutia^thVao long: 
IVtvlm'il Ibe (Jrecfc, and Cj'Hierun's aatt; . ■ ' , 
If aimrerahlpstjdif I iBu olilain 
Of Mr #eifiitiai pnlrnin!*', who deignit 

tr oi^hlly •iiiwtioiiTiniraplui'd, 
AaA dic«HtPa to me ilpuib'iiiiif ; of ias^m 
SMjiRf ntiiBPHiedilaled venm! 

W fiwuhia MiUjei:! forhsroif sdnff 
Vbtit'i me long chawing-, and bTgiiiniiil htcj 
V« »iilul.fiis l.y naf n« to iudite 
*t»S, bjllioriu IhfionJj'aiyuinBi* 
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Heroic deem'd; chief mastery to dissect 
With long* and tedions ha?ock fabled kni^htt 
In battles feigned j the better fortitude 
Of patience and heroic martyrdom 
Unsung ', or to des<;ribe races and games, 
Or tilting furniture, emblazonM shields, 
Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds. 
Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous knights 
At jourt and tournament; then roaFshaird feast 
Served up in hall and sewers and seneshals^j 
The skill of artifice or office mean. 
Not that which justly gives heroic name 
To person or to poem. Me, of these, 
Nor skiird nor studious, higher argtiment 
Remains *, sufficient of itself to raise 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or years, damp my intended wing 
DepressM; and nmch they may, if all be mrne^ 
Kot hers who brings it nightly to my ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Qf Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter 
*Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Nighfs hemisphere had veilM the horizon round: 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 
On man^s destruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless returnM. 
By night he fled, and at midnight returnM 
From compassing the earth ; cautions of day, 
Since'Uriol, regent of the sun, desciy'd 
His entrance, and forcwarnM the cherubim 
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'pt their watch ; thence full of angfuish driyeii) 

tee of sev^n continued nights he rode 

irkness ; thrice die equinoctial line 

led ; four times crossM the car of night 0$ 

ole to pole, traversing each colure ; 

eighth return^, and on the coast averse 

itrance or cherubic watch, by stealth 

unsuspected way. There was a place 

>t, though sin, not time, first wrought the change, 7$ 

Tigris, at the foot of T*aradise, 

pilf shot under ground, till part 

> a fountain by the tree of life ^ 

the river sunk, and with it rose 
involvM in ri&ing mist : then sought ^ 

to lie hid ; sea be had searched, and land, 
den over Pontus, and the pool 
, up beyond the river Orb; 
ard as far antarctic ; and in length, 
)m Oroutes to the ocean barrM If 

en; thence to the land where flows 

and Indus : dius die orb he roani*d 
irrow search j and with inspection deep 
r'd every creature, which of all 
iportune might serve his wiles ; and found 9B 

pent subtlest beast of all the field, 
er long debate, irresolute 
ghts revolvM, his final sentence chose 
pI, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 
r, and his dark suggestions hide ^ 

larpest sight: for, iu the wily snake, 
er sleights, none would suspicions mark, 

huwit and native siibtlety 

in^; which, in other boasts obsciy''d» 
/. 81 



I 



U4 PABADISE LOOT. Bo. 

llonbl might ]itget of diabolic pnwer 
Active within, bpjond the tt-EM ofbrute. 
thus he reMlv'd, but first from inwBrd grief 
flis biintiiig' pftuian iuin plaints thiis poured, 

" O Earth, how like to Hvav'n, ir not prefcrr'd 
More justly, icnt worthier of Gods^ as built 
Withipcond tboughti, refomiiDj what wm old! 
ForwhatGod,arter better, wone would huild? 
Terrestrial Heuc'n, danc'd round bj other Heav'oa 
That thine, jet bear tlicir bright oflicious lamps, 
Light abore light, for tbce alone, as seems 
In ibee eflnrenl'ring all their precious beams 
Ofwered inflnenee! As Cod inlleav-n 
Ii centre, yet extend] to alt, so tboti 
• Ceniring,reoeiir'al fromall those orbs; in thee, 
Not in thenKeWes, all their Laown virtue* ^pean 
Productive in Iierli, plant, and nnbler birth 
Ofcreatures anioiale with ^nidunl life 
Of growth, sense, reason, all suuim'd up in man. 
With nhal deligiit enuld 1 haie walk'd (hce inund, 
in couldjoy in ought, sweet interchange 
Of hill, and valley, riven, woods, and plains, 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forest crown'd, 
Bocks, denSgBndcBies! but I ia none of these 
Find place or refuge; and the more I see 

Tormeot within me', as from the hateful siege 

Of contraries ; all good to me becoffles 

Banc, and in Hear'n mnch worse would be mj state. 

But urithtr here seek J, no nor in Heaven 

To dwell, unless by mast'ting ReovVs Supreme; 

Hor hope to be myielf less miserable 

Sjf irbat I seek, but ottaeis to make sooh 
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lougfh thereby worse to me redound : 
y in destroying I find ease 

relentless thoughts ; and, him destroyed, }30 

I to what may work his utter loss, 
,om all this was made, all this will soon 
, as to him linkM in weal or woe ; 
then ; that destruction wide may range : 
shall be the gloiy sole among 135 

;rnal powers, in one day to have marrM 
le, Almighty stil*d, six nights and days 
aed nuking ; and who knows how long 
had been contriving? though perhaps 
iger than since I, in one night, freed 140 

ervitude inglorious well nigh half 
^lic name, and thinner left the throng 
adorers : he, to be avengM, 
repair his numbers thus impaired, 
er such virtue spent of old now fair4 %^ 

.ngels to create, if they at least 
3 created, or, to spite us n^orq, 
linM to advance into our room 
ture formM of earth, and him endow, 
d from 80 base original, 150 

eav''nly spoils, our spoils : what he decreed, 
^cted : man he made, and for him built 
ticent this world, and earth his seat, 
rd pronounced, and, O indignity^ 
ted to his senice angel wings, l&S 

uning ministers to watch and tend 
earthly charge : of these the vigilance 
[ ; and to elude, thus wrapt in mist 
night vapour glide obscure, and pry 
ry bmb Bad brnke^ where bap may find "V^ 
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The serpent sleeping ; in whr>se mazy fuldi 
To hide me, and the daric intent I bring. 
O fnnl descent! that I, who erst contended 
Wkh Gods to sit the high^est, and now constraia'd 
Into a beast ; and mixM with bestial lAi me, 
This essence to incarnate and imbmtei 
That to the height of deity nspirM! 
But what will not ambition and re7eng« 
Descend to ? who aspire.", must down as low 
As high he soared, obnoxious first or last 
To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet. 
Bitter ere long, back on itself recoils : 
Let it ; I reck not, so it light well aimM, 
Since higher I fall short, on hira who next 
Provokes my envy, this new favourite 
Of Heaven, this man of clay, son of despite, 
Whom us the more to spite, his Maker rai8*d 
Xrom dust : spite then with spite is best repaid.'* 
Su saying, through each thicket dank or dry, 
Like a black mist low creeping, he held on 
His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round self-roird, 
His head the midst, well stor'd with subtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 
Nor uocent yet ; but on the grassy herb 
Fearless unfeaFd he slept : in at his moutb 
The devil entered ; and his brutal sense, 
In heart or head, possessing soon inspired 
With act intclligcntial ; but his sleep 
Disturbed not, waiting close th* approach of moro. 
Now, when as sacred light began to dawn 
ItJEden on the hunid iow*r8,that br<«th'd 
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irniog incense, when all things that bresthe, 
' earth^s great altar send up silent praise 195 

reator, and his nostrils fill 
itefiil nnell, forth came the human pair, 
i*d their vocal worship to the quire 
ires wanting Tojce ; that done, partake 
on, prime for sweetest scents and airs : 200 

mmnne how that day they best may ply 
-owing wwk : for much their work outgrew 
d^s dispatch of two gardening so wide 3 
s first to her husband thus began, 
m, well may we labour still to dress 90S 

rden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower, 
isant task enjoinM ; but, till more hands 
the work under our labour grows, 
us by restraint; what we by day 
rgrown, or prune, or prop, or bind, filO 

ht or two with wnnton growth derides 
;* to wild. Thou therefore now advise, 
what to my mind first thoughts present ; 
ividc our labours ; thou, where choice 
lee, or where most needs, whether to wind 215 

odbine round this arbour, or direct 
iping ivy where to climb ; while I, 
er spring of roses intermixM 
frtle, fiu4 what to redress till noon : 
ile so near each other thus all day 220 

( we choose, what wonder if so near 
itervene and smiles, or object new 
liscourse draw on ; which intermits 
*8 work brought to little, though begun 
nd th"* hour of supper comes unearned?" ^Kfe 
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To whom mild answer Adam thus retnmM. 
^ Sole E?e, associate sole, to me beyond 
Compare ahove all livings creatures dear! 
Well hast thou motioned, well thy thoug^hts employed, 
How we might best fulfil the work which here 
Ciod hath assigned us ; nor of me shalt pass 
UnpraisM : for nothing lovelier can be found 
In woman, than to study household good, 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposM 
Lahour, as to debar us when we need 
Refreshment, whethcrTood, or talk betweeOy 
Food of the mind, or this sweet intercourse 
Of looks and smiles ; for smiles from reason flow^ 
To brute deny^d, and arc of Iofc the food j 
Lo7e, not the lowest end of human life. 
Fbr ftot to irksome toil, but to delight, 
He made us, and delight to reason joinM. 
These paths and bowers douht not but our joint hands 
Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide 
As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 
Assist us : but, if much converse perhaps 
Thee satiate, to short absence 1 could yield : 
For solitude sometimes is best society, 
And short retircment urges sweet return. 
But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 
Befoll thee severMfrom me ; for thou know^st 
What hath been warnM us, what malicious foe 
Envying our happiness, and of his own 
Despairing, seeks to work us woe and shame 
By sly assault ; and somewhere nigh at hand 
Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to finct 
Mis wish and best adraata^e, qs asaader j 
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HopeieiB to cireHnvent us joinM, where each 

To other speedy aid might lenc* at need ; ^0 

Whether his first desigo be to withdraw 

Oar feal^ from God, or to disturb 

Conjugal loTC, than whicli perhaps no hlisi 

EnjoyM by as excites his envy more ; 

Or tiiis, or worse, leave not the faithful side i^ 

That gave thee be'ing, still shades thee, and protects : 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks, 

Safest and seemliest by her husband stag's, 

HHbo guards her, or with her the worst endures.*' 
To whom the virgin maje^y of Eve, 270 

As one who loves, and some uukindness meets, 

With sweet austere composure thus reply M. 

'' Ofiispring of Heaven and Earth, and all Earth's lord, 
That such an enemy we have, who seeks 
Our ruin, both by thee infomiM I learn, 27$ 

And from the parting angel overheard. 
As in a shady nook I stood l>ehiud, 
Jast then retumM at shut of evening flowers, 
fiat that thou shouldst my firmness therefore doubt 
To God or thee, because ive have a foe $8d 

May tempt it, 1 expected not to hear. 
His violence thou fear^st not, being such 
Ai we, not capable of death or pain. 
Can either not receivC} or can repel. 

His fraud is dien thy fear, ^vhirh plain infers *iB^ 

Thy equal fear, that my firm faith and love 
Gui by his fraud he shaken or seducM ; 
TbonghfSy which how found they harbour in thy breasf, 
Adun, misthought of her to thee so deaf ?" 
To whom with healing words Adam replyM. 20& 

f JIlHigfater Qi Qod and jbiui, inmortul Sve \ 
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For inch tbwi artjfron *in HndblUBC (iitiTCf 

Not diflideiit nStiv-e da I dieuade 

Tby alrtPDce from my light, but lo aioid 

TW mteinpt iuelf, intended bj oor f«. 

Fai he nbo l«inpn, tfaoii([h' in rain, « Irut upcrm 

The tPinplcd wiik dbhuaonr foul ; ao|^ina'd 

Nm incorruptiblK of faith, nnl proof 

Agsiiiit ipmplBtiaii ^ thou Ibftelf with Kom 

And rnig-cr would retrnt Ihc offer'd ifrong-, 

Thouch inpffectDBl found : miadeem aot IhFit, 

ITiucb affront I Inbonr to at ett 

From thep alone, ivLicb on ni both at once 

The enemy, thove-li bold, will hnrdly itarp, 

Or dariog. Gist on Die th' auuitlt ihull light. 

Hor tbon bis dioIicp and folic guile coDlemn : 

Snhle be needs must be, who cnnld aeduce 

Angela; norlhinb anperfluona others aid, 

I, from (he inSneDce oflhy loohs, receive 

Aceesain erery >irttie; in tby light 

Marc wise, more iratchfiil, stronger, if need were 

Of outward Hrone-tb : while shame, thon looking oi 

Shame lo be overcome or orer-reocb'd,' 

Wonld ntmost tigour laiie, and mis'd unite. 

Whjshouldatnotlbou like lenBewithin thee feel 

When i aiD present, end Ay trial chooae 

With me, best wiliirw uf thy tirliie (ij'd ?" 

So spoke dommtie Adam in his care 
And DiBTrlmonlal lore; but Ere, who thought 
leia aBtibuted to her faith aioeeie, 
Thua her reply with aeoenia awcel rcnew'd. 

" irihiahe our coMilion, thus to dwell 
Innnmmoirciiitatmllen'dbyBfoe, 
Saliae or riolen^ wAot endued 
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Sii^lewith like defence, whererer met, 32b 

How are we happy, still in fear of harm? 
fiot harm prrcedes not sin : onlj our foe 
Tnopting, affronts us with his foul fsteem 
Of our integjitj : his foul esteem 

Sticks no dishonour on our front, but turns 330 

Foul on himself: then wherefore shuunM or feared 
By OS? who rariier double honour gain 
From his surmise provM false ; find peace within^ 
Farour from Heav'^n, our witness, from th* c?ent. 
And what is faith, love, virtue, unassayM 333 

Alone, without exterior help siutaiuM ? 
let us not then suspect ear h^py state 
l«ft so imperfect by the maker wise. 
As not secure to single or comhiuM. 

Fmil is our happiness, if this be so, 340 

And Eden were no Eden, thus exposM."^ 
To whom thus Adam fcrventiy reply *d. 
^ O woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordainM them : his creating hand 
Nothing imperfect Of deficient left 345 

Of all that he created, much leas man, 
Or oaght that might his happy s'ate secure^ 
Secure from outward force ; within himself 
Hie danger ties, yet lies within his power : 
Against his will he can receive no harm : 35# 

But God left free the will *, fur what obeys 
Reason, is free ; and reason he made right, 
But bid her well beware, and still erect ; 
Lest, by some fair-i4>pearing good surprised 
fihe dictate false, and misinform thn will ^^ 

To do what God expressly hatli forbid. 
Mtbeii mistnstf but tender lovc^ cnjoiaj^. 
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That I should mind thee oft, and mind thou me. 

Firm we subsist, yet possible to swerve ; 

6inc€t rr asou not impossibly may meet 

Some Kpecious object by the foe saboru^d, 

And fall into deception unaware, 

Not keeping- strictest watch, as she was wamM. 

Seek no temptation then, which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely if from me 

Thou sever not : trial will come unsought. 

Wonldst thou approve thy constancy, approve 

First thy obedience j th* other who can know, 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 

fiut if thou think trial unsought may find 

Vs both securer than thus wamM thou seemV^ 

Go : for thy stay, not free, absents thee more j 

Go« in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue ; summon all ! 

For God tow^ards thee hath done his part, do thine.' 

So spake the patriarch of mankind ; but Eve 
Persisted ; yet submiss, though last, reply^d. 

** With thy permission then, and thus forewam'd 
Chiefly by what diy own last reasoning words 
ToucVd only, that onr trial, when least sought, 
May find us both perhaps far less preparM 
The willinger I go, nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek ; 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse.** 

Thus saying, from her husband^s hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew ; and, like a wood-nymph light, 
Oread or Drjrad, or of Oelia^s train, 
B«tAok her to the groves ; but Delia's self 
In gait surpassM, and goddess-like deport, 
Jhoug-h not 88 she with bow and quiver arm*d| 
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Bat with sach gfard^ningf tools as art yet rude, 

Guiltless of fire, had formM, or angfels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona thus adornM, 

Likest she seemed, Pomona when she fled 

Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 39& 

Yet virgrin of Proserpina from Jore. 

Her long with ardent look his eye pursnM 

Delighted, hut desiring more her stay. 

Oft he to her his charge of quick return 

Repeated ; she to him as oft engagM 400 

To he retum'd by noon amid the bower, 

Ajid all tilings in best order to invite 

Noontide repast, or afternoon^s repose. 

much deceivM, much failing, hapless Ere, 

CK thy presnm'd return ! event perverse ! 

Thou never from that hour in Paradise 405 

Found^st either sweet repast, or sound repose ; 

Such ambush, hid among sweet flow*rs and shades. 

Waited with hellish rancour imminent 

To intercept thy way, or send thee back 410 

Des^oird of innocence, of faith, of bliss. 

For now, and since firr t break of dawn, the fiend. 

Here serpent in apj^ed ranee, fuiih was coine, 

And on his quest, where likeliest he might find 

The only two of mankind, but in them 415 

The whole included race, his piirposM prey. 

In bowV and field he sought, whore any tuft 

Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay, 

Their tcndence, or plantation for delight; 

By fonntflin or by shady rivulet 4^ 

He sought them both, but wibhM his hnp might find 

£ve ieparate ; he wishM, but not wiih hope 

OfwIuUiofeJdoaicluuic'd; whentohi6^iii\\, 



5N4 



PARADISE LOST. 



B 



i 



;1 



Beyond his hope, Eve separate he spies, 
Veird ID a cloud of frag^rance, where she stood, 
Half spyM, so thick the roses Mashing' round 
About herglowM, oft stooping^ to support 
Each flow*r of slender stalk, whose head though gay 
Carnation, purple, azure, or speckM with gold, 
Hung drooping unsustainM ; them she upstajs 
Gently with myrtle band, mindless the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flower. 
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigb. 
Nearer he drew, and many a walk traversM 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm ; 
Then voluble and bold, now hid, ttow seen 
Among thick-woven arborets, and flowers 
Imbordcr'd on each bank, the hand of Eve : 
Spot more delicious than those gardens- feigned 
Or of reviv'd Adonis, or renown'd 
Alciaous, host of old Laertes' son ; 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his far Egyptian ^ tonae. 
Much he the place admirM, the per i more. 
As one who long in populous city iiH, 
l^'here houses thick and sewers anuoy the air, 
Forth issuing on a summer^s morn, to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoined, from each thing met conceives delight^ 
The smell of grain, or ti?ddetl grass, or kiue, 
Or dairy', each rural sight, each rural sound ; 
If chance with uyidph-likc step fair virgin pass, 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more i 
She mogf, fc'nd in her look sums ail delight : 
.f^uch pleasure took the serpent to behold 
Tbbtiow^ryp]atf the sweet veoeai oC Ere 
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Thu» ear#ly, thus alone ; her heavenly form 
Aiijftlic, Imt more soft, and feminine, 
llf r graceful innocence, her every air 
Of gesture, or least action, overawed 4C() 

His malice, and with rapine sweet bereavM 
Hik fierceness of the fierce intent it brought : 
That upacc the evil-one abstracted stood 
Ftom his own ev^il, and for thf> time reuiaiiiM 
itopidly food ; of enmity disarmed, 465 

Of ^il(>, of hate, of envy, of revengfe : 
kt the hot flell that always in him bums, 
1hoa|rh in mid Heav^i, soon ended his delight, 
And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasure, not for }iim ordaiuM : thon soon 470 

Rcrce hsite be recollects, and all histhuug-hts 
Of Bi5chief, g-ratulating, thus excites. 
** Tboiig>htK, whither have ye led me? with what srrca 
Cnapulsion thus transported, to forget 
What hither brought us ! hate, not love, nor hope 'Vi'y 

Of J^rudise fur Hell, hope here to tuste 
Of ^ensure, but all pleaKurc to destroy, 
liTe what is in destroying- ; other joy 
To ne is lost. Then, let me not lot pass 
Occasion which now smiles ; Ix'hold alone 430 

The woman, op[M>rtnne to all attempts, 
krhnsband, for 1 view far round, not nig*h, 
Whose higher intellectual more I shun, 
And strength, of courage haughty, and of liinl) 
leroic boilt, though of tcrrc-strial mould ; 4SC 

hr nut informidable ! exempt from wo*:*::', 
lioti >^ much hath Hell d**basM, and pain 
hfeebled uie, to wliat I was in Heav^u. 
%e ikir, divinely fair, Bt love for gods *. 
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Not letrible, ibDngii terror be in lore 
And beauty, not a^proHcb'd b} •tnagei btUr, 
Hue Mronger, underahownflore wdl feign'd 
The via} whicb to her ruin now 1 tend." 

8n spake Ihe eurmj' of maukind, enctoi'd 
la lerpent, inmate bud ; and lonard Etc 

Prone on the rround, &> lincr, bnl on hia rear, 
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Fold above fold Hiu^in^ naze; hiiheat 
Created iilid>, and carbuncle hii ejea; 
With bnrniih'd neek of verdant |r<dd. ereet 
Amidit biseireling ipires,thUon 'he gran 
FloHtM n^nndant : pleattiig- was b>i ih^M, 
Andlovelf-, nenraincpofaerpentkind 
Lovelier, not those tliatin lIljTlachang'd 
Bermione and Cadmui. or the god 
InEpidauraa: norto which traiwfocm'd 
Amnionian Jore, orrapilnline iraa aren. 
He wilhOljmpiai; (his with her who bore 
Scipio fbe heig'hl orRomr, With tract oblique 
At Rnt, as one who wiught Hcceta, bnt fear'd 
To inlemipl, aide-long he wdrka bit way. 
At when B«hip,hyakitrnl steerauian wrau|fh( 
Nifrb river'* mondi or foreland, where the wind 
Veen oft, a> ofi wi Merrs, and shifts her lail : 
$a varied he, and of hb tartuoui tislo 
Curl'd many a wanton wreath in ligbliof Ere, 
To lore her eye ; «he, bnaied, beanJ the lound 
Of ruatliuc leave), but mindrd nat,ai mM 
Taiuchdiiporlbrfij<«herthraDj|:b(hF field. 
From tifrj heait : inarr dnteona at ber call, 
71«a M Ciraeu nil the held ditffMird. 
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He, bolder now, nncallM before her stood, 

Bst as in gsze admiriugf : oft he bowM 

Hit turret crest, and sleek eoaroeird neck, 525 

Fawning, and lick*d the ground whereon she trod. 

Hts gentle dumb expression turned at length 

The eye of Eve to mark his plaj ; he, glad 

Of her attention gained, with seipent tongue 

Organic, or impulse of rocal air, 530 

BiM fraudulent temptation thus began. 

'* Wonder not, sov*reign mistress, if perhaps 
Hon canst, who art sole wonder; much less arm 
Thy looks, the Heaven of mildness, with disdain, 
DispleasM that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 

Imatiate ; I thus single ; nor hare feaPd 
Thy awfal brow, more awful thus retired. 
Hire^ resemblance of thy Maker fair. 
Thee all things tiving gaze on, all things thino 
By gift, and thy celestial beauty, adore 540 

With rayishment beheld ! there best beheld, 
Where universally admirM ; but here 
ladiis endosure v>ild, these beasts among, 
Beholders rude, and shallow to discern 
&lf what in thee is fair, one man except, 545 

Who sees thee'? (and what is one?) whoshonldst be seen 
A goddess among gods, adorM and served 
fl|f angels numberle«. thy daily train.'* 

So glozM the tempter, and his prt)em tnn'd ; 
lito tiie heart of Eve his words made way, 550 

llioiigh at the voice much marveiling ; at length, 
Hot QDunazM, she thus in answer simke. 
. ^ What may this mean? language of man pronouncM 
1^ tongne of brute, and hiimau s^ use exprew'd^. 
Ite $nt, Mt least, of these I thought desy' 4 ^^> 
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To beasts ; whom God od their creation-da^ 

Created uiute to all articulate souqd^ 

The latter i demur ; for in their looks 

Much reas^oo, and in their actions, oft appears. 

Thee, serpent, subtlest beast of all the field 

I knew, but not with human voice endued ; 

Redouble then this miracle, and say, 

How earnest thou speakable of mute, and how 

To me so frieudfy grown above the rest 

Of brutal kind, that daily are in sigfht? 

Say, for such wonder claims attention due.'* 

To whom the guileful tempter thus repIyM. 
<< Empress of this fair world, resplendent £^e ! 
Easy to me it is to tell thee all • 

What thou commaod*stj and right thou shouldst be' obey* 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 
The trodden herb, of abject thoughts and iowy 
As was my food j nor ought but food discerned 
Or sex, and apprehended nothing high : 
Till on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 
A goodly tree far distant to behold 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours niixM^ 
Ruddy and gold ; 1 nearer drew to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a savoury odour blown, 
Grateful to appetite, more pleas'd my sense 
Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at even, 
UnsuckM of lamb or kid, that tend their piay. 
To satisfy the sharp desire i had 
Of tasting those fair apples, 1 resolvM 
Mot to defer ', hunger and thirst at once, 
PowVful persuaders, quickenM at the scent 
Oftbat aUariug fruit, urg'd mefo k«cfii, 
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be mossy tronk I wound me soon; 

ti from gcrouml the branches would rehire 500 

lost reach or Adam^s : round the tree 

^r beasts that saw, with like desire 

f and enyjing stood, but could not reach. 

le tree now got, where plenty hung 

Qg so nigh, to pluck and eat my fill 095 

not ', for, such pleasure till that hour 

or fountain, ne?er had 1 found. 

: length, ere long 1 might perceive 

' alteration in me, to degree 

>n in my inward powers ; and speech 600 

not long 'y though to this shape retain*d. 
forth to speculations high or deep 
^my thoughts, and with capacious mind 
'rM all things visible in Heaven, 
Lh, or middle ; all things fair and good : 60(^ 

that fair and good in thy divine 
nee, and in thy beauty's heay*nfy ray, 
I beheld ! no fair to thine 
lent or second ! which oompellM 
8, though importune perhaps, to come 610 

ze, and worship thee of right declarM 
rn of creatures, universal dame V* 
lk*d the spirited sly snake ; and Eve, 
re amazM, unwary thus replyM. 

at, thy overpraising leaves in doubt 615 ■ 

tne of that fruit, in thee first provM : 
, where grows the tree? from hence how for ? 
nj are the trees of God that grow 
idise, and various, yet unknown 
in such abundance lies our choice, 690 

es n rreater store of fruit untoucVd, 

I 
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Still hiDg-iD); iiicorTUptlhtvitill men 
OroiT upta their prDvisiaii,Bnd more handi 
Help to duburdeu Katiire of her hirth." 

To wbom the nilj oiifT, bJLthe siul glad, 
*' Emprea, the wbj ia roily, and aot loDg ; 
Brynnd D ron or myrtlca, on a flat, 
Fastbynfa'iDlain.oneamnlllhickFtpBfl 
Of blowing niyrrb and balm : if thau accept 
Mj POnduc^l, I can bring thee Ihithpr soon." 

" Lead then," uid Eve, He, leading, swiftly roll 
In tangles, and made intricate seein straig-hi, 
To raiscbief swift. Hope elevates, and joy 

Compact of iinctuDiu vapour, which the niglil 
Condenbes, and the Cold environs round, 
Kindled througrli agitation (o a flame, 
Which oft, they lay, some evil spiVit attends, 
Hovering and blading with delusive lifcbt, 
If isteads th' amai'd nlghl-wand'rtr from his way 
To bogs and mirei,and oft through pnod or pool; 
There swallon'd np and lost, from luceoiir far. 
So glister'd Ihe dire snake, and iato fmud 
Led Eve, onr credulous mother, to the trto 

Which when she saw, thus to her guide she spakr. 

" Serpent, we might have spar'd our cnioiag hiUu 
f niillesa (o ne, though fruit he here to' excess, 
The credit of whose lirtne rest with tbee ; 
Wnnd'roiu iodeed, ifoiue of such effects. 
But of this tree we loa; not taile nor touch ; 
Ood so commanded, and left that command 
Soledaughterof his Toicc; Ihe rest, we lira 
£»w to oatKlrtt i witcimui ia ouclkw," 
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»ID the tempter guilefully repIyM. 66k 

! hath God then said that of the fruit 
se g^arden trees ye shall not eat, 
declarM of all iu earth or air ?" 
»in thus Eve, yet siniess. '^ Of the fruit 
ree in the gtirden we may eat ^ 6i0 

i fruit of this fair tree amidst 
en, God hath said, < Ye shall not eat 
nor shall ye touch it, lest ye die." 
irce had said, though brief, when now more bold 
ter, but with show of zeal and lo?e CMft 

ind indignation at bis wrong, 
puts on ; and, as to passion uiov*d| 
s disturVd, yet comely and in act 
of some great matter to begin, 
of old some orator renownM 990 

B or free Rome, where eloquence 
1, since mute ; to some great c^use address^, 
nimitelf collected ; while each part, 
•ach act, won audience ere the tongue j 
is in height began, as no delay 9fh 

e brooking, through his zeal of right: 
ng, moving, or to height up grown, 
ter, all impassionM thus began, 
red, wise, and wisdom-giving plant, 
f science ! now 1 feel thy power 
le clear ; not only to discern 
I their causes, but to trace the ways 
it agents, deemM however wise, 
this universe ! do not believe 
id threats of death ; ye shall not die : 
Id you ? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
edge; by the threat'Mr ? leok ot ne^ 
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Me, who have tonch'd and tasted ; yet both lire, 

And life more perfect have attain'd than fate 

Meant me, by venfring higher than my lot. 

Shall that he shut to man, which to the beast 

Is open ? or will God incense his ire 

For such a petty trespass ? and not praise 

Rather your dauntl»-ss virtue, whom the pain 

Of death denouncM, whatever thing- death be, 

DeterrM not from achieving what might lead 

To happier life, knowledge of good and evil ; 

Of good, how just ? of evil, if what is evil 

Be real, why not known, since easier shunnM? 

God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be just ; 

Not just, not God ; not fearM then, nor obeyM : 

Your fear itself of death removes the fear. 

Why then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe 5 

Why, but to keep ye low and ignorant. 

His worshippers? he knows that in the day 

Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear, 

Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then 

OpeuM and cleared, and ye shall be as gods, 

Knowing both good and evil, as they know. 

lliat ye shall be as gods, since 1 as man, 

Intrrnal man, is but proportion meet ; 

I, of brute, human : ye, of human, gods. 

So shall ye die perhaps, by putting off 

Human, to put on gods j death to be wished, 

Tho^ threatenM, which no worse than this can bring. 

And what are gods, tliat man may not become 

As they, participating god-like food ? 

Hie god^ are first, and that advantage use 

On our belief, that all from them proceeds 

I question it; for tliis f^^ir earth 1 (lee, 
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WannM by the mid, producing every kind ; 

Tliein nothing : if they ^1 thingg, who enclosM 

KBowledge of goo4 and evil iu this tree, 

That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attains 

Wikdoni without their leave ? and wherein lies 726 

Th' offence^ that man should thus attain tu know ? 

What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 

\mput against his will, if all be his ? 

Or is it envy, and can envy dwell 

h heavenly breasts? These, these, and many more 790 

Guses import your need of this fair fruit. 

Gtddcss hujBMie, reach then, and freely tasto." 
Re ended ; and his words replete with guiie^ 

lito her heart too easy entrance won : 

Fii*d vn the fruit §he gaz'd, which to behold 735 

Kight tempt aloos ; and ip her ears the sound 

Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregnM 

With reason, to her seeming, and with truth : 

Meanwhile die hour of noon drew on, and wakM 

Ab eager appetite, raisM by the smell 740 

8o savoury of that fruit, which with desire, 
laeluiable now grown to touch or taste, 
fiolicited her longing eye ; yet tirst 
Pliusing awhile, thus to herself she musM. 

^ Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits, 745 

Though kept from nian, and worthy to be* admired; 
Whose taste,^io long forborne, at tirst assay 
Gare elocution to the mate, and taught 
The toi^iie not made for speech, to speak thy praise : 
Thjr praise be also, who forbids thy use, 750 

Cottceala not from us, naming thee the tree 
Of Jsnowledge, knowledge both of good and evil*, 
J^O/hkb mfkea to tagte 1 but his forbiddiuts 
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Commends thee more, while it infers the good 

By thee coniraanicated, and our want : 

J'or good unknown, sure is not had, or, had 

And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know, 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wise ? 

Such prohibitions bind not. But, if death 

Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 

Our inward freedom? In the day we eat 

Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die! 

How dies the serpent ? he hath eat^n and lives, 

And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerD8| 

Irrational till then. For us alone 

Was death invented ? or to us denyM 

This intellectual food, for beasts reserved ? 

For beasts it seems : yet that one beast which first 

Hath tasted, envies not, but brings with joy 

Th^ good befalPn him, author unsuspect, 

Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 

What fear 1 then ? rather, what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good and evil, 

Of God or death, of law or penalty ? 

Here grows the cure of ail, this fruit divine, 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste. 

Of virtue to make wise : what hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body and mind ?^* 

So saying, her rash hand in evil hour 
Forth reaching to the fruit, she plu<^k\1, she eat ! 
Earth felt the wound ; and Nature from her seat, 
Sighing through ult her works, gave signs of woe, 
That all was lost. Back to the thicket slunk 
The g-iiihy serpent; and well might; for Eve, 
Xfttent now wholly ob her taste^ uou|«\i\ «>«% 
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lAich delight till then, as seem'd| 

never tasted, whether true 

o, through expectation high 

re, nor was god-head from her thought. 799 

* ingorgM without restraint, 

tot eating death : satiate at length, 

*n^d as with wine, jocund and boon, 

»elf she pleasingly began. 

*ign, virtuous, precious of all treetf 795 

! of operation blest 

, hitherto obscurM, infamM, 

fruit let hang, as to no end 
It henceforth mj early care 
song, eauh morning, and due praise, 800 

lee, and the fertile burden ease 
ranches ofTer'^d free to all ; 
)y thee, I grow mature 
re, as the gods who all thiugs know 3 
>rs envy what they cannot give ; 806 

gift been theirs, it had not here 
Experience, next, to thee I owe, 

not following thee, I had remained 
; ; thou open^st wisdom^s way, 
;ce8s, though 1 *cret she retire. 8l# 

ps am secret ; Heaven is high, 
mote to see from thence 'distinct 
m earth ; and other care perhape 
/erted from continual watch 
irbidder, safe with all his spies ifi 

But to Adam in what sort 
ir ? shall I to him make knows 
langT, and give him to partake 
is with me, or rather not, 
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But keep the odds of knowledgfe in my power 890 

Without copartner ^ so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw his love, 
And render me more equal ; and perhaps, 
A thing not undesirahle, sometime 
Superior ; for inferior who is free ? 
This nray be well : but what if God have seen, 
And death ensue ? then I shall be no more ! 
And Adam, wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying^, I extinct; 
A death to think ! ConfirmM then I resolve, 
■ Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe : 
So dear I love him, that with him all deadis 
I could endure, without him live no life." 

So saying, from the tree her steps she tum'd ; 
But first low reverence done, as to the power 885 

That dwelt within, whose presence had infus'd 
Into the plant sciential sap, derivM 
From nectar, drink of gods. Adam, the while, 
Waiting desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flowers a garland, to adorn 840 

ller tresses, and her rural labours crown,- 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest queen. 
Great joy he promisM to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, so long delayM : 

Yet oft his heart, divine of something ill, 845 

Misgave him ; he die faltVing measure felt ; 
And forth to meet her weut, tlie way she took 
That mom when first they parted : by the tree 
Of knowIed|pe he must pass; there he her met, 
Scarce fron the tree returning ; in her hand 850 

A hough of fairest fruit, that downy smilM, 
New g^atber^ and ambrosial smell diffuft'd. 
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harted ^ in ber face excnse 

giie, and 9fology too prompt; 

t bland words at will slie tbus addreisM. 8&5 

on not wondered, Adam, at my stay ? 

? missed, and tbougfat it long, depri?M 

ce ; ag>ony of lore till now 

r sball be twice; for never more 

7, what rnfth untryM I sougfht, 

absence from thy sight. But strange 

he cause, and wonderful to hear : 

not, as we are told, a tree 

usted, not to* evil uuknown 

e way, but of divine effect 

Ds, and make them gods who taste; 

;en tasted such : the serpent wise, 

ainM as we, or not obeying, 

of the fruit, and is become, 

we arc thitiaten^d, but thenceforth 87# 

h human voice and human sense, 

Lo admiration ; and with me 

y hath so prevaiPd, that I 

isted, and have also found 

:o correspond ; opener mine eyes, 9j9 

ihited spirits, ampler heart, 

ig up to god-head ; which for thee 

lught, without thee can despise. 

I thou hast part, to me is bliss; 

shar''d with thee, and odious soon. 880 

fore also taste, that equal lot 

:, equal joy, as equal love ; > |t 

3t tasting, different degree 

and 1 theu too late renounce 

tee, when fate will not permVC* -^RK* 

23 
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Thus E^e with countenance blithe her stoiy told ; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing' »>low*d. 
On th* other side. Adam, soon as he heard 
Tlie fatal trespass done hy Eve, amazM, 
Astonied stood and blank, white horror chill 
Ran througfh his veins, and all his joints relax'd; 

« 

From his slack hand the gfarland wreathM for Eve 
Down dropt, and all the faded roses shed : 
Speechless he stood and pule, till thus at length 
First to himself he inward silence broke. 

*' O fairest of creation, li6t and best 
Of all God's works, Creature in whom exceird 
Wbatever can to sig-ht or thougrht be forurd, 
Holy, divine, g'ood, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou loKt ! how on n sudden lost, 
DefacM, deflowVM, and now to death devote ! 
Rather, how hast thou yielded to transg-resa, 
The strict forbitlHance, how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden ? Some cur;>\l fmud 
Of enemy both hpgfuird thee, yet unknown. 
And me with thee Imth ruiiiM ; for with thee 
Certain my resolution is t« die ; 
How can I live without thee ! how foreg-o 
Thy sweet converse, and love so dearly join'd^ 
To live again in these wild woods forlorn I 
Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet loss of thee 
Would never from my heart; no, ao^ I feel 
The link of nature draw me : flesh of flesh, 
Bone of ^Mbtf ne thou ai-t, and from thy state. 
Mine Jfjaralwial) be paited, Miss or woe.'' 

So hftHng said, as one from sad dismay 
Itecoiafortad, aad after thoughts disturbed, 
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ting* to what seemM remediless, 

1 calm mood his words to £ve he tamM. 92t 

Id deed thoa hast presumM, adFeof rous.Eve^ 

>ril gfreat proFokM, who thus hast darM^ 

beeu only coveting' to eye 

icred fruit, sacred to abstinence, 

Dore to ta^te it under ban to touch. 035 

»t who can recal, or done undo ? 

d omnipotent, nor Fate ; yet so 

s tliou shalt not die, perhaps the fact 

Ml heiuuus now, foretasted fruit, 

d tirst by the serpent, by him first 93# 

tonimon and unhallowM, ere our taste ^ 

t on him found deadiy ; he yet lives ; 

AS thou saidst, and gains to live, as man, 

- degree of life ; inducement strong 

as likely tasting to attain 93d 

tional ascent ', which cannot be 

be gods, ojr angels, demi-gods. 

3 1 think that God, Creator wise^ 

ti threatening, will in earnest so destroj 

prime creatures, diguifyM so high, B4& 

r all his works ^ which in our fall, 

created, needs with us must fail, 

lant made ; so God shall uncreate, 

trate, do, undo, aud labour lose ; 

U conceivM of God, who, though his power 943 

n could repeat, yet would be loth 

bcdish, lest the adversary 

)h and say : ^ t ickle their state whom I 

v<mi-s ; wlio can please him long ? Me 

i\\, now niuuKind? whom will he next?"''' 

of scorn0 not to be given the foe. 
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However I with thee have fixM my lot, 
Certain to undergfo like doom ; if deuth 
Consort with thee, death is to me as life ; 
So forcihie within my heart 1 feel 96i 

The hondof nature draw me to my own: 
My own in thee, for what thou art is mine ; 
Oar state cannot be sever'd, we are one, 
One flesh j to lose thee were to lose myself 

So Adam ; and thus Eve to him reply'd. 
** O gflorious trial of exceeding* loFe, 
illustrious evidence, example high ! 
Eug-ag-ing me to emulate ; but, short 
Of thy perfection, how shall I attain, 

Adam ? from whose dear side 1 boast me sprung, 9fH 

And gladly of our union hear thee speak. 
One heart, one soul in boih ; whereof good proof 
This day afibrds, declaring thee resolved, 
Rather than deatli, or ought than death more dread, 
Shall separate us, linkM in lore so dear, 971 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crime, 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit ; 
Whose virtue (for of good still good proceeds, 
Direct, or by occasion) hath presented 

This happy trial of thy love, which else 976 

So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menacM would ensue 
This my attempt, 1 would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee, rather die 
Deserted, than oblige thee with a fact 960 

Pernicious t^.tly peace ', chiefly, assured 
EemarlrjiWyfe late of thy so true, 
So faithhil love uneqimllM ; hut I feel 
Far otherwise th' event} not death, but life 
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On mj eiperiRiice, Arkm, Trrelj loaW, 
Aad featDfiteath 4elive.i iu (bf viinds." 

**So*ayin{f, dip embraced biin, uuti fur juy 
Trnder); n<'pt i much wnn, ttiHl he hit luie 
Had w -Buoblpd, OM «f Hiuice to' incur 
Oiaine displeasnte frit bet Bnke. br rlciitli. 

Siteti reconipemf' bntt metiti) fnim Ibr b.iug'li 
Ww ga\e fain of tfaar fair eotiiTtiig fruit 
Wilh iihemi lianil ; hv icruplecl not li> put 
Ag^iml hiibrUer knonlfilgi' ; Hilt deed v'd, 
BalfoadlyorercnmewilbrpQiaJecliurni. 
K>nh minblvd fiDir htTEotmilj, iis again 
In jai^i ; Mid Nalim- g»ve a Komi f runn ; 
Skj hHir'dj ■admDtli'riiij^thiindti', tutmesad dn^ 
W«pt alcnmplcling of the morlaj »io 
Original ; whilf Adnm link i»i thuugbt, 
Esliagr hih fiil -, DOT Eve tg ilrnite 
Her Sormn tmpiui fenc'd, thf aiotp to soolhc 
Qinwidj hi'j'lai>''diucirtji ihatuuv, 
A&wilb arw nine- inUnlraitcd ti.ilb, 
Tlirjsirini in mirth, naii fiwioj ihnt they feel 
Jpninity wilhrn thtui Iirtedii^ wiiijrs 
fflvKwiib Iu (catu Uif rarlh ; buJ that false irait 
IteaUKiDlii-niIiunfii3tdii|ilHy'dr 
CuinT* ioHts influuing : hv uD Ere 
0tg!BiiiocaaILi>ci[iuusi-jiM^ abi' bin 
At wniitoiilf repaid; iu Wt tlii'y Uuni: 
TiU AJaiu thus 't-DD Eve U, dallinnce more. 
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£re, now I see thou art exact of tasfe, 
And elegant, of sapience no small part ; 
Since to each meaning sayour we apply, 
And palate call judicious; 1 the praise 
Yield thee, so well this day thmi hast purveyM. 
Much pleasure we have lost, while we ahstainM 
From this delightful fmit, nor known till now 
True relish, tasting ; if such pleasure be 
in things to ns' forbidden, it might be wished, 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 
But come, so well refreshM, now let us play^ 
As meet is, after such delicious fare ; 
For never did thy beauty, since the day 
1 saw thee first and wedded thee, adoruM 
With all perfections, so inflame my sense 
With ardour to enjoy thee, fairer now 
Than erer, bounty of this virtuous tree !" 

So said he, and forbore not glaitce or toy 
Of amorous intent, well understood 
Of Eve, whose eye darted contagious fire. 
Her hand he seiz'd, and to a shady bank, 
Thick overhead with verdant roof cmbowrM, 
He led her uotbiug loth j flow'rs were the couch, 
Pansies, and violets, and asphodel, 
And hyacinth, earth^s freshest softest lap. 
There they their fill of love and loves disport 
Took largeljr, of their mutual guilt the seal, 
The solace of their sin ; till dewy sleep 
OppressM them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Soon as the force of that fallacious frujt, 
That with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their spirits had playM, and inmost powers 
Jllade err, waa now exbalM 3 aad grosser sleepi 
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unkindly fumes, \rith conscious dreamt 1050 

>er^d, now bad left them ; up they rose 

I unrest ; and each the other viewing*, 

ind their eyes how open'd, and their minds 

rkeuM ; innocence, that as a veil 

^owM them from knowing ill, was gone 5 105i 

ifidcnce, and native righteousness, 

lour, from about them, naked left 

ty shame ', he covered, but his robe 

•'d more. So rose the Danitc strong, 

an Samson, from the harlot-1^ 1000 

stean Dalilah, and wakM 

f his strength, they destitute and bare 

leir virtue : silent, and in face 

ided, long they sat, as strucken mute; 

im, though i!Ol less than Eve abashM, IMfr 

th gtive utterance to these words constrained. 

!ve, in evil hour thou didst give ear 

false worm, of whomsoever taught 

terfcit man^s voice ; true in our fall, 

our promisM rising ; since our eyes 1070 

we find indeed, and find we know 

od and ev*il ; good lost, and evil got ; 

t of knowledge, if this be to know ; 

eaves us naked thus, of honour void, 

rcnce, of faith, of purity, 1075 

ited ornaments now soilM and stainM ; 

3ur faces evident the signs 

wncupiscence ; whence evil store ; 

ime, the last of evils ; of the first 

Lhen. How shall ] behold the face 1060 

rth of God or angrl, erst with joy 

;un; so* oft beheld ? those heavenly b\i»^ 
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Will dazzle now this earthly with their blaze 

Insufferably bright. O ! might I here 

In solitude li?e savage j in some glade 1081 

OhscurM, where highest woods, impenetrable 

To star or sun light, spread their umbrage broad 

And brown as evening : cover me, ye pines ! 

Ye cedars, with innnmerable boughs 

Hide me, wht*re 1 may never see them more ! lOM 

But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 

What best may for the present serve to hide 

The parts of each from other, that seem most 

To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seem ; 

Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together scw'^d, UMtf 

A nd girded on our loins, may cover round 

Those middle parts ; that this new comer, shame. 

There sit not, and reproach us as unclean.^^ 

So counsellM he, and both together went 

Into the thickest wood ; there soon they chose lUi 

The fig tree ; not that kind for fruit renowned. 

But such as at this day, to Indians known, 

In Malabar or Decan spreads her arms 

Branching so broad and long, that in the ground 

The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 110^ 

About the mother tree, a pillarM shade 

High uver-arch'd, and echoing walks between ; 

There oft the Indian herdsman, shunning heat, 

Sheltera in cool, and tends his pasturing herds 

At loop-holes cut through thickest shade. Those leaves lll# 

They gathered, broad as Amazonian targe j 

And, with what skill they had, together sew^d, 

To gird their waist ; vain covering, if to hide { 

Their guilt and dreaded shame ! O how unlike j 

T^ /hat iirst naked glory 1 Such of late 1115^ 
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found th' American, so g-irt 
erM cincture j naked else, and wild 
? trees on isles and woody shores, 
d, and as they thoug-ht, their shame in part 
nt not at rest or ease of mind, 112§ 

lem down to weep ; nor only tears 
heir eyes, but high winds worse within 
'ise, high passions, anger, hate, 
uspicion, disc«)rd j and shook sore 
ird state of mind, calm region once IIS^ 

f peace, now iost and turbulent : 
itanding ruPd not, and the will 
her lore -, both in subjection now 
appetite, who from beneath, 
)ver sovereign reason claimM 1139 

^ay : from thus distemperM breast^ 
-angM in look and alterM style, 
termitted thus to Eve renew'd. 
I thou hadst hcarkenM to my word*, and stayed 
IS i besought thee, when that strange 1131ft 

?andViug this unhappy morn, 
t whence possessM thee ; we had then 
•ttill happy ; not as now, despoiPd 
good, shauiM, naked, miserable ! 
enceforth seek nt^edl^ss cause to* approve 114# 
hey owe ; when earnestly they seek 
r, cunclude, they then begin to fail.*' 
n, soon mov*d with touch of blame, thus Eve. 
>rds have piissM thy lips, Adam severe ! 
lou that to my default, or will 1145 

iug, as thou cali'st it, which who knows 
as ill have hupjien'd thou being by, 
t perhaps J hsul&i thou been there. 
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Or here th^ attempt, thou couldst not have discemM 
Fraud in the serpent, speaking as he spake ; 
fio ground of enmity between us known, 
Why should he mean me ill, or seek to harm. 
Was 1 to^ have never parted from thy side? 
As good have grown there still a lifeless rib. 
Being as I am, why didst not thou, the head, 
Command me absolutely not to go. 
Going into such danger, as thou saidst? 
Too facile then, thou didst not much gainsay; 
Slay didst permit, approve, and fair dismiss. 
Hadst thou been firm and fixM in tby dissent, 
JKfeither had I tmnsgressM, nor thou with me.** 
To whom then first incensed, Adam replyM. 
^ Is this the love, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Eve ! expressed 
Immutable, when thou 'wert lost, not 1 ; 
Who might have 11 vM, and joyM immortal bliss, 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee? 
And am 1 now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing ? not enough severe, 
It seems, in thy restraint : what could I more ? 
I warned thee, I admonishM thee, foretold 
The danger, and the lurking enemy 
That lay in wait j beyond this had been force, 
And force upon free will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on ; secure 
Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps 
i also erf d, in overmuch admiring 
^^liat seemM in thee so perfect, that I thought 
Ko evil durst attempt thee ; but I rue 
^Tbat error mow, which is become my oxmt^ 



Book IX. PARADISE LOST. 267 

Aiul ihou Ih' iccuuT. Thui it i^nll bcfal 

LMsher will riilf^ ; Krtraint the nill noi brook; 

And IcR ta- bfntlt, i!eii\ thPiicfr eiHiie, ]!» 

Sfae firal hi> fftali iuduli^pi.nc will acriiie." 

Thus the; in muiual occuaatiun epeut 
Tbe fruitless bnurs, but neither self-condcDining; 
Atul of their lain coiilert appeaj'il no end. 
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AltGUMENf. 

ATait^i transgremon known, the guardian angels ^/ors^ 
Paradise, and return up to Heaven to approve their t 
ilance, and are approved ; God declaring that the entra 
of Satan could not be by them prevented. He sends 
Son to judge the transgressors ; who descends^ and gives i 
fence accordingly ; then in pity clothes them both, and 
ascends. Sin and Death sitting till then at thegatet 
Hell, hy wondrous sympathy feeling the success qfSata 
this netc world, and the sin oif man there committed, rest 
to sit no Ioniser confined in Itlell, but to follow Satan t, 
she up to the place of fnan : to make the way easier jf 
Hell to tlus world to and, fro, they pave a broad high-u 
or bridge over Chaos, according to the track that Sa 
first made ; then, preparing for Earth, they meet I 
proud of his success, returning to Hell ; their mutual g-, 
ulation. Satan arrives at Pandemonium, in full assen 
relates with boasting his success against man ; instear, 
applause i.« en tet tamed with a general hiss by all 
audience, transformed loith himself also suddenly into 
vents, according to hUt doom s^iren in Paradvie ; then, 
iuded with a show of the forbidden ttee springing up 
fore them, they, greedily reaching to take of the fruit, < 
dusf and bitter ashes. The proceedings of Sin and De 
Oodforetels the final victory of his Son over them, an 
renewing of all things ; but,^for the present, common 
angels to make several alterations in the Heaven.' 
elements. Adam, more and more perceiving hisfalle 
ditioH, heavily bewails, rejects the condolement of 
she persists, and at length appeases him : then, to e%)i 
curse likely to fall on their offspring, proposes to 
violent ways, which he approves not ; out conceivini 
hope, pu's her in mind of the late promise made the 
her seed should be revenged on the serpent ; and 
her with hint io seek peace of the offended Deity 
pentance and supplication. 
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BOOK X. 

INWniLE the beinoua and dnpilefiil aet 
■Hn, ioBc in hiadi^c, niid htnr 
in die lerpcDt, had pervrrlpd Eve, 
bnlHUid (liefta Mile the filial fruit, 
kaewn inRear'n ; for whnt can 'scape the ejtt, 
lod alLMeiBK, or dccrire bii heart 
mdKiAt who, in ill things »is« and jdrt, 



feDfire, mil frer-will im'di 
[iiidTrpubM 



>tiC tif lUnM, and niig'hl ti' hare itill tetnuoher'd 
high injnaaUun nat to imlc :hat fmit,' 
levrr templrd 3 nhich thrj' got obejiag, 
i-r'dfiTliX conMllie;lrfi!)thepclul]Ijj 
, uttnifuld in ah, detrrv'^ (* All- 
ntnHfUT'ufromParndiee iuh«e 
augfliegnardiaMeudpd, vote, and Mrij 
Fnani.for rf hia sUrte hy this thej li new, 
'hwoClt'rfi)rbowlhe8a1)llcflnidhadlltai^■ ; 

m'-inh niiTiy'dit Hfoven ffiilt, diipleai'd 
i¥cr» 'thai heard ;' dim sadiifa dW netipare . 
1 tint tfrioUal vi«ag^ yet umCi 
b p)q>,«Iiflat«I not theit btiM. 

rtberetd P«^e ran, to hear und konn 
T all befel : tbi^ law'nnk the Ihniie supreme 
nniitable, madp Lnslc, to make uppi'itt, 
b rifhlTBii* pita, tbeW iitDiaat vigilance, 
Mf/{raRpn>r'if:vh«utbeMoU His^ 
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iternal Father, from bis tsecret cloud, 
kmidflt in thunder utter'd thus his Foice. 

'* Assembled an§fels, and ye powers retnrnM 
From unsuccesful charge, be not dismayed, 
Nor troubled at these tidings Orom the earth, 
H^ich your sincerest care could not prevent : 
Foretold so lately what would come to pass, 
When first this tempter crossM the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail, and speed 
On his bad errand; man should be seduced 
And flatterM out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fail. 
Or touch with lightest moment of impulse 
His free will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But £airn he is ; and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his transgression. *, death denounced that day? 
Which he presumes already vain and void| 
Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 
By some immediate iMtroke ; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance, ere day end. 
Justice shall not retnra as bounty scorn'd. 
But whom send I to judge them ? whom but thee 
Vicegerent Son? to thee 1 have transforrM 
All judgment, whether in Heaven, or Earth, or Hell 
Easy it may be seen thnt I intend 
Mercy colleague with justice, sending thee 
Man^s friend, his mediator, his dcsiguM 
fiotli ransom and redeemer voiuutury, 
And destinM man himself to judge man falfn.^' 

So spake the Father ; and, unfolding insight 
T0w*Mid the right luuid his glory, ea tW64S«« 
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BlazM forth nnclonded deity ; he full Hh 

fiespiendent all his Father manifest 
Expressed, and thus divinely answerM mild. 

*' Father eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Heaven and Earth, to do thy will 
Supreme ; that thou in ine, thy son belovM, 79 

May^st ever rest well pleasM. I go to judg^e 
Ou earth these thy transgressors ; but thou know^st, 
Whoever judged, the worst on me must light, 
When time shall be 3 for so I undertook 
' Before thee* ; andj not repenting, this obtain 75 

Of right that I may mitigate their doom 
On me, derivM,yet I shall temper so 
Justice with mercy*, as may illustrate most 
Them fully satisfy 'd, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train, where none 89 

Are to behold the judgment, but the judgM, 
Those two ; the third best absent is condemnM. 
Couvict by flight, and rebel to all law : 
Conviction to the serpent none belongs.** 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 85 

Of high collateral glory^ : him thrones, and powers, 
Princedoms, and dominations ministrartt 
Accompanied to Heav*i^ gate j from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prnspect lay. 
Down he descended straight^ the speed of gods 9# 

Time counts not, though with swiftest miuutes wingM. 
Now was the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs, due at their hour, 
To (an the earth now ^^ ak*d, and usher in 
The evening cool ; wh<'n he, from wrut\v mote co^A^ ^ 

C^me the wild jufiffCy and intencessor bu\\\ 

T0seateuce maa: the voice of God they \\eac^ 

a4 * 
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Vow walking in t]|« fvd^n^ by soft windt 

Bronght to their earv, while <laj declined ; Aey beafd, 

▲nd from bis preseiifte bid theipselvi^ among ] 

The thicicest trees, both man aud wife ; till God| 

Approaching, thii;i to ^\dsan caiPd aloud. 

^' ^liere art thou, >ldam, wont with joy to meet 

My coming seen far off? I miss thee here, 

Not pleasM, thus entertained with solitude, ] 

Where obvious duty* erewbiie appeared unsonght: 

Or come I less conspicuous, or what change 

Absents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth !** 

He came, and with him Eve, more Ipth, though first 
To* offend, discounfnancM both, and discomposed^ 1 

liOve was not in their looks, either to God, 
Or to each other ; but apparent guilt, ' 
And shame, and perturbation, and despair, 
Anger and obstinacy^ and hate, and guile. 
Whence Adam, falt'rin^'- Jong, thus answerM brief. ] 

*' I heard thee in the ^^ard'n, and ol thy voice 
Afraid, being vaked, hid luyself.** To whom 
The fcraciuit^i Judge, without revile reply *d. 
^^ My voic^ thou oft ha^it heard, aud hast not feared. 
But still rejuicM ; how is It now become ] 

So dreadful to thee ? that thou' art nuked, who 
Hath told thee ? hast thuu t-uteu of the tree, 
Whert'of I gave thee charge thou shouldst not eat ?" 

To whom thus Ad«im, sore beset, n-plyM. 
^' O Heav'n ! in evil strait this day f stand 1 

Before my Judge ; either to undergo 
Mysi'lf the total crime, or to acccuse 
My oth«r self, the partner of my lifej 
¥f^/itisr failing-, while ktr faith to me reraaiof, 
J should conceal, and oot expose to b\MM '' 
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mplaint; liut itrfct necessity 
ne, and odJami^ous constraint, 
y bead botl^ tip aqd pnni$hment, 
insupportable, b:e all 

; though should I hold ray peace, yet thou 1^ 
easily detect vrhat 1 conceal, 
an, whom thou mad^st to be my help, 
St me as thy perfect gpift, so good, 
acceptable, so divine, 

I her hand I could suspect no ill| Ift 

t she did, whatever in itself, 
pseemM to justify the deed; 
me of the tree, an^ I did eat.*' 
>m the severe i^n Pri»«iiice thus replyM. 
e thy God, that her tht^ didst obey 14& 

s voice, or was she madti^y guide, 
or but equal, that to her ^^ 
it resign thy Manhood, and, rae place 
God set thee? above her made 4^ thee, 
bee, whose peritection far excell'd k |80 

I real dignity ? AdomM 
ndeed, and lovely, to attract ^^ 
not thy subjection ; and her gpifts 
h, as under governmeBt well seem'd ; % ^ 

to bear rule ; which was thy part 19i 

in, hadstthou known thyself aright.** 
ing said, he thus to Eve in few. 
>man, what is this which thou hast done ?** ^ " 

>m sad Eve, with shame uigh overwhebn*df 
g soon, yet not before her judge Mil , 

Minacious, thus abJusVd replyM. 
ffCMt me beipiiVd, aaA V ^lA ea\?^ . 



^\ 
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Which when the Lord God heard, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded ou th^ accusM 
Serpent, though hrute ; nnahle to transfer 
The guilt ou him who made him instrument 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation; justly then accuiVd 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
-ConeernM not man (since he no further knew;, 
Kor alter'd his offence j yet God at last 
To Satan first in sin his doom nppIyM, 
Though in mysterious terms, judgM as then best : 
And on the serpent thus his curse let fall. 

*^ Because thou hast done this, thou art accursM 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Upon thy belly grovelling thou shalt go, 
And dust shall eat all the days of thy life. 
« Between thee and the woman I will put 
Enmity, aud between thine and her seed y 
Her seed shall bruise thy head, thou bruise his heel.^ 
* So spake this oracle, then verifyM 
When Jesus, son of Mary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from Heaven, 
Prince of the air; then^ rising from his grave, 
SpoilM principalities and powers, triumphM 
In open show ; and, with ascension bright, 
Captivity led captive through the air, 
The realm itself of Satan, long usurped ; 
Wliom he shall tread at last under our feet; 
£v*n he, who now foretold his £atal bruise ; 
Aud to the woman thus his sentence tiiruM. 

" Thy sorrow 1 will greatly multiply 
Bjr tbjr conception ; childrea thou shalt brings 
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f forth *y and to thy busbaDd's will W 

all submit ; he over thee shall role.** 
am last thus judgment he pronoiincM. 
te thou^ hasthearkenM to the^ voice of thy.wife, 
(D of the tree, concerning- which 
I thee, sayinif, 'llion sbalt not eat thereof:* 
the ground for thy sake ; thou in sorrow 
thereof, all the days of thy life ; 
Iso* and thistles it shall bring' thee forth 
and thou shalt eat th^ herb of the field, 
reat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, 
return unto the grouDd ; for thou 
e ground was taken, know thy birth^ 
thou art, and shalt to dust return.*' 
g*d he man, both judge and saviour sent ; 
Dstantvtroke of death, denounced that d^y Sid 

far off; then, jtityiog how they stood 
im naked to |he air, that now 
Per change, disdained not to begin 
)rth the form of servant to assume 5 
he washM his servants* feet ; so now, 91( 

: of his family, he clad 
kedness with skins of beasts, or slain, 
; snake with youthful coat repaid ; 
igbt not much to clothe his enemies : 
oeir outward only with the skins 
i, but inward nakedness, much more 
ious, with his robe of righteoiisuess, 
If, coverM from his Father*s sight, 
vith swift ascent he up returned, 
t>lissful bosom re-assumM 
, as of old y to him app^^asM 
fg-b all kDowingy what had pasa'd w\C^ TBKft 
(if mixing ijiteroewsioB sweet. 
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Meanwhile, ere thus was sinnM and judgcM on Earth 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, 
In connterview within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, helehing outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since 4if fiend passM through, 
Sin opening; who thus now to Death began. 

** O son, why sit we here each other viewing 
' Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happK>r seat provides 
For OS, his offspring dear? k cannot be 
Bnt that success attends him ; if mishap, 
£re this he had retnrnM, with fury driven 
By his avengers, since no place Rke this 
Can fit his punishment, or their revenge. 
Hethinks I feel new strength withvn me rise, 
Wings growing, and dominion given me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws mt on, 
Or sympathy, or some connatural force, 
Powerful at greatest distance to unite. 
With secret amity, things of like kind, 
By secretest conveyance. Thou, my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along : 
For Death from Sin no powV can separate. 
But, lest the difliculty of passing back 
Stay his return perhaps over this gulf 
Impassable, impervious ; let u» try 
AdventVous work, yet to thy pow V and mine 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this main from Hell to that new world 
Where Satan now prevails ; a monument 
Of ra« rit high to all th* infernal host, 
IBofiing^ their passage hence, for intercourse, 
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tion, as their lot shall lead. 
i the way, so strongly drawn 
fit attraction and instinct^* 
the meagre shadow answered sooBu 
fate and inclination strong SCO 

shall not lag behind, nor err 
II leading ; such a scent I draw 
rey innumerable, and taste 
' death from all things there thatliTe : 
the work thou enterprisest 970 

)ut afford thee equal aid.^ 
with delight he snuffM the sraell 
nge on earth. As when a flock 
uwl, though many a league remote, ^ 

ay of battle, to a field STS^ 

i lie encampM, come flying, Iur*d 
living carcasses dt'sigu^d 
3 following day, in bloody fight: 
". grim feature, and upturned 
de into the murky air, 9811 

his quarry from so far. 
»m out Hell gates into the waste 
7 of Chaos, damp and dark, 
; and with powV (their pow'r was great 
in the waters, what they met $$Sf 

r, an in raging sea 
lown, together crowded drove 
de shoaling, tow^ards the mouth of Hell : 
polar winds, blowing adverse 
niau s<^a, together drive 3fi# 

ice, that stop tir imagiiiM way 
•ra eastward, to the rich 
it The a^^regated soil 
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Death with his mace p^'trific, cold and diy. 
As with a trident, smote ; and fix^d as 6rm 
As Delos, floating* once ; the rest his look 
Boond with Oorg-onian rigour not to move; 
Und with asphalfic slime, broad as the gate, 
Deep to the roots of Hell the gatfaerM heach 
They fasten^ ; and the mole immense wrong^hton 
OFer the foaming deep high arch*d, a bridge 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
hnmoveable of this now fenceless world 
Forfeit to Death ; from henoe a passage broad. 
Smooth, easy, inoffensire, down to Hell. 
So, if great things to small may be compared, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke, 
From Susa, bis Memnonian palace high. 
Came to the sea ; and, over Hellespont 
Bridging his way, Europe with Asia joined. 
And scourged with many a stroke the indignant wav< 
Now had they brought the work by wondroua art 
Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock, 
Over the vex^d abyss, following the track 
Of Satan to the self-same place where he 
First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 
From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 
Of this round world; with pins of adamant 
And chains they made ail fast, too fast they made 
And durable; and now in little space 
The confines n^et of empyr^n Heav'n 
And of this world ; and, on the left hand, Hell 
With long reach interposM ; three several ways 
In sigbf, to each of these three places led. 
And now their way to earth they had decryMj 
To PtuTMdiae &ni tending 3 vrUen^ hehAUll 
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cncw of an angel bright, 
Centanr and the Scorpion steering 
vhile the sun in Aries rose : 
". came, but those his children dear 999 

: soon disceniM, though in disguise. 
) seduced, unuioded slunk 
td fast by ; and, changing shape, 
the sequel, saw his guileful act 
iigh all unweeting, seconded ZSk- 

:sband; saw their shame that sought 
jres ; but when he saw descend 
lod to judge them, terrifyM 
t hoping to escape, but shun 
; fearing, guilty, what his wrath 349 

cnly inflict ; that past, returnM 
id listening where the hapless pair 
sad discourse, and various plaint, 
lerM his own doom ; which understood 
but of future time, with joy 34$ 

! fraught, to Hell he now return'd^ 
>riiik of Chaos, near the foot 
wondrous pontifice, unhopM 
I meet him came, his offspring dear, 
as at their meeting, and at sight 360 

cnduous bridge his joy increasM. 
miring stood, till Sin, bis fair 
daughter, thus the silence broke, 
•ut, these are thy magnific deeds, 
s, wliich thou Fiew^st ois not thine ownj 
eir author ami prime architect: 0Q# 

oner in uiy heart divinM 
rhich by a secret harmony 
wilh thiaefjohi'd iu coaMCtloii Viie^^ 
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That ihon on earth hadst pro8per''d, which thy look& 960 

Now also endence, but straight I felt, 

Though distant from thee, worlds between, yet felt 

That I must ailer thee with this thy son j 

Such fatal consequence unites us three ! 

Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 90^- 

Nor this unvoyageable gulf obscure 

Detain from following thy illustrious track. 

Thou hast achievM our liher^, confinM 

IVithin Hell gates till now -, thou hast impowerM 

To fortify thus far, and overlay 970 

With this portentous bridge the dark abyss. 

Thine now is all this world^ thy virtue hath won 

What thy hands builded not; thy wisdom gainM 

With odds what war hath lost, and fully* avengM 

Our foil in Heaven ; here thou shalt monarch reigo, S75 

There didst not; there let him still victor sway, 

As battle hath adjudgM ; from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom alienated ; 

And henceforth monarchy with thee divide 

Of all things parted by th' empyreal bounds, 380 

His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ; 

Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne.' * 
Whotn thus the prince of darkness answer'*d glad. 

'^ Fair daughter, and thou son and grandchild both, 

tligh proof ye now have giv^n to bt the race 2Sk 

Of Siitan, '/or I glory in the name. 

Antagonist of Heaven's almighty King) 

Amply have uiiprited of me, of all 

Th' infernal empire, that so near Heav'n's door 

Triumphal with triumphal act have met, 39^ 

Mine, with this glorious work ; and made one realm 
Hellaad tbiM world, one realm, one coutinent 
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f thorongh-fare. Therefore, while I 

id throug-h darkness, on yonr road with ease, 

amociate powers, thein to acquaint 39& 

lese successes, and with them rejoice; 

70 this way, amono' these numerous orbs, 

irs, rigfht down to Paradise descend ; 

dwell, and reign in bliss \ thence on the earth 

ion exercise and in the air, 40i 

r on man, sole lord of all declared; 

■st make snre your thrall, and lastly kill. 

Mtitutes I send ye, and ereate 

itent on earth, of matchless might 

;- from me : on your joint vigour now 416 

Id of this new kingdom all depends, 

f h Sin to Death exposM by my exploit. 

' joint power prevail, th' affairs of Hell 

riment need fear \ go, and be strong !** 

lying he dismissM them ; they with speed 410 

;ourse through thickest constellations held, 

ing their baife ; the blasted stars lookM wan, 

lanets, planet-struck, real eclipse ' 

ufferM. Th' other way Satan went down 

ujsey to Hell gate \ on either side 41h 

ted Chaos over built exclaim*d, 

ith rebounding surge the bars assaiPd, 

;urnM his indignation : through the gate, 

•pen and unguarded, Satan passed, 

1 about found desolate ; for those, iSI^ 

ited to sit there, had left their charge, 

to the upper world ; the rest were all 

th' inland retired, about the walls 

demoniiim, city and proud seat 

l/eff ao hy allaaioa c^UM 
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Of that hrigpht star to Satan parag-on^d ; 
There kept their watch the legions, while the g'rand 
In council sat, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept their empe^ror sent; so he 
Departing ga^e command, and they ohscrrM. 
As when the Tartar from his Russian foe, 
By Astrucan, orer the snowy plains, 
Retires ; or Bactrian Sophi, from the horns 
Of liirkish crescent, leaves all waste heyond 
The realm of A ladule, in his retreat 
To Tauris or Casbcen : so these, the late 
Heav^n-banishM host, left desert utmost Hell 
Many a dark league, reducM in careful watch 
Round their metropolis *, and now expecting 
Each hour their great adventurer, from the search 
Of foreign worlds : he through the midst unmark'dy 
In show plebeian angel militant 
Of lowest order, pass'd -, and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall, invisible 
Ascended his high throne, which, under ftate 
Of richest texture spread, at the upper end 
Was placM in regal lustre. Down awhile 
He sat,^ and round about him saw, unseen : 
^t last, as from a cloud, his fulgent head 
And shape star-bright appearM, or brighter ; clad 
With what permissive glory since his fall 
Was left him, or false glitter : all araazM 
At that so sudden blaze tl^e Stygian throng 
Bent their aspect, and whpm they wishM beheld, 
Their mighty chief returnM : loud was th' acclaim : 
Forth nish'd in haste the great consulting peers, 
Raised from their dark divan, and with like joy 
CougTHtulaat approach'd him j who vrvl\i\i^^ 
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r, Slid widi Aeae wwds allei 



e, aod dedare jt maw ; rctu9*d 

rfbl bejoad bope, to lead je foilk ** 

)haot out of this iafemal pit 

oaUe, accan*d, tbe home of woe, dfl5 

ii^l«oB of our tjraat ; aow po«ess, 

t, a ipaciom world, to* ow native Hea?*B 

nferior, by mj adreatnre hard 

*riJ gri^eat aGhie?*d. hong were to teU 

have done, what goffered ; with what paia 471 

i di* unreal, vast, oaboimded deep 

ible confosion ; over which 

md Death a broad way now is pav'd^ 

Hiite yonr gflorioos BMurh : but I 

at my uncouth passa^, forcM to rida 471 

ractable abyss, plungfM in the womb 

igrinal Night and Chaos wild ; 

alous of their secrets, fiercely* opposed 

ney strange, with clamorous uproar 

ng Fate supreme; thence how I found 4M 

V created world, wbich fame in Heaven . 

id foretold, a fabric wonderful 

ute perfection ! therein man • 

1 a Paradise, by our exile 

ippy : him by fraud I have seduoM 49i 

( Creator-; aud, the more to* increase 

mder, with an apple ; he, thereat 

1, worth yonr laughter ! hath giv*n up 

beloved man and all bis world 

lid Death a prey, and so to uS) 4{IA 

9vr hazard. Mbour, or alanii% 



w 
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To rangfe in, and to dwell, and orer man 
To rule, as over all he ^onld have rulM. 
iVae is, me also he hath jodg**d, or rather 
Me not, but the brute serpent in whose shape 
Alan I deceirM : that which to me belongs, 
Is enmity, which he will put between 
Bfe and mankind ; I am ^o bruise his heel ; ' 

jnis seed, when is not set, shall bruise my head; 
'A world who would not purchase with a bruise. 
Or much more grievous pain? Yo hare th* account 
Of my performance : what remains, ye gods, 
But up, and enter now ipto full bliss ?** 

So having said, awhil« he stood, expecting 
Their universal shout and high applause 
To fill his ear ; when, contrary, he hears 
On all sides, from innumerable tongues, 
A dismal univer^l hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn ; he wonder*d, but not long 
Had leisure, wondering at himself now more ; 
His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs : his legs intwining 
feicli other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone, 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater power 
^ow nilM him, punishM in the shape he sinnM, 
According to his doom : he would have spoke, 
But hiss for hiss retumM with forked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transform^ 
Alike, to serpents all, as accessories 
To his bold riot ; dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
Wiib complicated monsters head and tail, 
^corpha^ aad asp^ and awphitbtena dite: 
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lorn^d, hydras, and elops drear, 55Ei 

IS (not so thick swarmed once th« soil 

irith blood of gargon, or the isle 

y but Still greatest he the midst, 

*on gfrown, larger than whom the sun 

'd in the Pythian vale on slime, 590 

then, and his powV no less he seemM 

e rest still to retain ; they all 

wM issuing forth to th^ open field, 

1 yet left of that rerolted rout 

iru, ia station stood or just array, &35 

rith expectation when to see 

h issuing forth their glorious chief ^ 

, but other sight instead ! a crowd 

erpents j horror on them fell, 

id sympathy ; for, what they saw, 540 

themselves now changing ; down their arms, 

I both spear and shield ^ down they as fast, 

lire hiss renewed, and the dire form 

y contugiop ; like in punishment, 

r crime. Thus was th' applause they raeaat, 041 

exploding hiss, triumph to shame 

lemseWes from their own mouths. There stood 

lard by, sprung up with this their change, 

rho reigns above, to aggravate 

lanee, laden with fair fruit, like that 5&# 

ew in Paradise, the bait of Eve 

e tempter : on that prospect strange 

nest eyes they fix'd, imagining 

>rbidden tree a multitude 

, to work them further woe or shame ; 556' 

KM with scalding* thirst and hunget fftTCft^ 

• delude then sent, coiikl not «ibstam^ 
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But on they roird in hevps, and, «p the trees 
Climbingf, sat thicker than the snaky locks 
That curlM Meg«ra : gfreedily they plnckM 
The fruitag-e fair to sigpht, like that which grew 
Hear that bitaminoos lake where Sodom flamM 
This more delnsive, not the touch, hut taste 
DeceivM ; they, fondly thinking to allay 
Their appetite with gust, instead of fniit 
ChewM bitter ashes, which the offended taste 
With spattering* noise rejected : oft they assayed, 
Hangfer nnd thirst constraining ; drag^M as oft, 
With IiatrfuUest disrelish writh'd their jaws 
With soot and cinders fillM ; so oft they fell 
Into the same illusion, not as man. 
Whom they triumphed once lapsM. Thus were they 
And worn with famine long, and ceaseless hiss, 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumM; 
Yearly enjoined, some say, to undergo 
This annual humbling certain numberM days, 
To dash their pride, and joy, for man seducM. 
However, some tradition they dispersM 
Among the heathen of their purchase got, 
And fabled bow the serpent, whom they callM 
Ophion, with Eurjnome, the wide 
Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus ; thence by Saturn driven 
And Ops, ere yet Dictcean Jove was bom. 
Meanwhile in Paradise the hellish pair 
Too soon arrivM ; Sin, there in pow'r before. 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant; behind her death, 
CJose following pace for pace, not mounted yet 
O/i bia pala hone 5 to whom SVu tlm»\ieg«»« 
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^Second of Satan sprang-, al1-^onqnering> Death ! 

liat think^st thou of our empire now, thoug-h earnM 

Ith traFel difficult, not better far 

ian still at hell's dark threshold to' hare sat watch, 

uamM, undreaded, and thyself half starred r'' 59 5 

Whom thus the sin-born monster answerM soon : 

Tome, who with eternal famine pine, 

like is Hell, or Paradise, or Heav'n ; 

»re best, where roost with rayine I may meet ; 

here here, though plenteous, all too little seems 60^ 

) stuff this, maw, this vast unhide bound corps.'' 

I whom th' incestuous mother thus reply'd. 

rhou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flow'rs, 
*ed first I on each beast next, and fish, and fowl ; 
) homely morsels ; and, whatever thing 60(» 

le scjrthe of time mows down, devour unspar'd; 

II I, in man residing, through the race, 

ts thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect, 

nd season him thy last and sweetest prey." 

This said, they both betook them several ways 610 

Jthto destroy, or nnimmortal make 

11 kinds, and for destruction to mature 

MBer or later ; which th' Almighty seeing, 

ram hU transcendent seat the saints among, 

tiiose bright orders utter'd thus his voice. 615 

** See with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 

waste and havock yonder world, which I 

» fair and good created ; and had still 

^pt in that state, had not the folly' of man 

et in these wasteful furies, who ir.jpiite 620 

oUy to me , so doth the prince of Hell 

Liid his adherents, that with so much cinse 

t^er^ew to enter audpn&se^ 
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A place so heavenly; and, conniving', seem 

To gratify my itcornful enemies, 

That laugh, as if, transported with some fit 

Of passion, I to them had quitted all, 

At random yielded up to their misrule ; 

And know not that I callM and drew them thither 

BIy Hell-hounds, to lick np the draff and filth 

Which man^s polluting sin with taint hath shed 

On what was pure ; till, crammM and goi^M, nigii h' 

With suckM and g-lutted offal, at one sling* 

Of thy victorious arms, w.ell-pleasing Son, \ 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning- grare, at last 

Through Chaos hurlM, obstruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever,' and seal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heaven and Earth renewed shaU be made pure 

To sanctity, that shall receive no stain : 

Till then, the curse pronounced on both precedes.^ 

He ended, and the heavenly audience loud 
Sung halleluiah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung : ^' Just are thy wayi^ 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works; 
Who^can extenuate thee ?" Next, to the Son, 
" DestinM restorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heaven and Eailh shall to the ages rise. 
Or down from Heaven descend.^* Such was their soii{ 
While the Creator, calling forth by name 
His mighty angels, gave them several charge, 
As sorted best with present things, I'he sua 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine, 
As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable ^ and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter, from the south to bring 
BQlstHitU gummefu heat. To the blaiiQ i^<me 
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Her office they prescribM : to th' other fi?e 

IWir planetary motions and aspects, 

la seztile, iqiiare, and trine, and opposite^ 

Of BOX ions efficacy, and when to join €6# 

la synod nnbenig^n ; and taught the fixM 

Their influence maligfnant when to shower, 

1 Which of them rising with the snn, or falling. 
Should prove tempcstaons : to the winds they set 
Their corners, when with bluster to confound 660 

Sea, air, and shore ; the thunder when to roll 
With terror through the dark aereal liall. 
~ Some say, he bid his angels turn askance 

The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more, 679 

From the snn^s axle ; they with labour pushM 
Oblique the ceatric globe : some say, the sua 
Was bid turn reins from th* equinoctial road 
Like distant breadth to Taurus with the seven 
Athintic Sisters, and the Spartan 1 wins, 676 

, tp to die Tropic Crab ; thence down amain 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn ; to bring iu change 
Of seasons to each climt; else had the. spring 
Perpetual smiPd on earth with vermuit flowers, 
Eqiial in days and nights, except to those 689 

Beyond the polar circles ; to them day 
Bad onbenighted shone, while the low sun. 
To recompense his distance, in their sight 
Bad rounded still th* horizon, and not known 
O^east or west, which hud forbid the snow 686 

From cold Estotihuid, and south as far 
Beneath Magellan. At that tasted fruit 
The suo, as from Tliyrstean bauqu»'t, turiiM 
ctmne intended; elsCf how had the wot\^ 
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Inhabited, though siuless, mort^ than now, 
Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat ? 
These changes in the IIeav*iis, though slow, prodacM 
Like change on sea and laud ) sideral blast, 
Vapour, and mist, and exhalation hot, 
Corrupt and pestilent : now, from the north 
Of Norumbega, and the Sauioed shore, 
Bursting their brazen dungeon, ann'd with ice. 
And snow, and hail, and stonny gust and flaw, 
Boreas, and Ca*cias, and Argestes loud, 
And Thrascias, rend the woods, and s^as upturn ; 
With adverse I)la5t upturn them from the south 
Nolus, and Afer jiluck with ^hundVous clouds 
From Serraliona ; thwart of these, as fierce, 
Foilh rush the Levant and the ponent winds, 
£urus and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, 
Sirocco and Lihecchio. Thus began 
(hitrage from lifeless things ^ but Discord first, 
Daughter of Sin, among tir irrational. 
Death introduced, through fierce antipathy : 
Beast now with bea^^t^gan wur, and fowl with fowl. 
And fish with fish ; to graze the herb all leaving. 
Devoured each other ; nor stood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him ; of, with countenance grim, 
ClarM on him i>assing. These were from without 
The growing miseries, which Adam saw 
Already* in part, thongh hid in gloomiest shade. 
To sorr'uw abaadonM, but worse felt within : 
And, in a troubled sea of passion tost. 
Thus tu disburden songht with sad complaint. 

^^ O miserable of happy ! is this the end 
Of this new glorious world, and m ' so late 
The fflory of that glory, wh'J aow become 
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AocnnM of blessed ? hide me from the face 

Of God, whom to behold was then my height 

Of happiness ! yet well, if here would end 725 

The misery j I deservM it, and would bear 

H J own deserving^ ^ bat this will not serve ^ 

All that I eat or drink, or shall beget, 

Ispropagated curse. O voice, once heard 

Delightfully, Increase and multiply ^ 730 

Kow death to hear ! for what can I increase, 

Or multiply, bat curses on my head ? 

Who of all Bigtsk to succeed, but feeling 

The evil on him brought by mc, will curse 

Hy head? Ill fare our ancestor impure, 735 

For this we may thank Adam ; but his thanks 

fflndl be the execration ) so, besides 

Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 

Siall with a fierce reiiux on me rebound ; 

On me, as on their natural centre, light 740 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 

Of Paradise, dear bought with lasting woes ! 

Bid I request thee, Maki-r,frum my clay 

To mould mc mau ? did 1 solicit thee, 

From darkness to promote me, cr here place 715 

hi this delicious garden ? us my will 

Coacuri'd not lu aiy being, it were but right 

And equal to rooiioe me to my dust ; 

Desirous to resign and rentU-r back 

All I rcceivM; unalilo to perform 759 

Tbv terms too hai'd, by which I wa^ to hok^ 

The G^d 1 sought not. To the luss of that, 

Sufficient penalty, why hubt thou added 

The seme of endless woes ? i.icxplicable 

Thr jnstr<;4? seems: yet. to say truth. too\\kVfc TcS 

fai. n. 26 
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I thuft contest ; then should hare been refused 
Those terms, whatever, when they were proposM : 
Tboa didst accept them ; wilt thou^ enjoy the good^ 
Then ca^il the conditions? and, though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy son 
Prove disobedient, and, reprovM, retort, 
Wherefore didst thou beget me^ ? I soi^ht it not : 
Woiildst thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuse I yet htm not thy election. 
But natural necessity, begot 
God made thee, of choice his own^ and of his owft 
To serve hirar ; thy reward was of bis grace ^ 
Thy punishment then justly^ is at his will. 
Be** it so, for 1 submit ; his doom Ls fair. 
That diMt I am, and shall to dust retura : 
O welcome hour whenever ! why delays 
His haml to execute what his decree 
FixM on this day ? why do I overlive ? 
Why am T mock'd with death, and lenQthenM out 
To deathless pain ? how gladly would I meet 
Mortality my sentence, and be earth 
Insensible ! bow glad would lay me down 
As in my mother^s lap ! there I should rest 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice uo more 
Would thunder in my ears ; no fear of woi-se 
To me and to my offspring, would torment me 
With cruel expectation. Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I cannot die ; 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spiVit of man 
Whioh God inspirM, cannot together perish 
With this corporeal clod ; then in the grave, 
Or in some other dismal place, wh » knows 
Sut I sbaU die a living death ? O thought 
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B«fii,tfM«! y9tmby} ftwulralbrattli 
or fife flMtidluiM;wIiiit dies bat wlMthAi life 79t 

And mi? tlie hodj pifoperiy baA neither. 
Al*fae then thall die: letthvappeiMe 
Ihedoahty ftinee haoHui readi ne Anrther Ium>#i. 
Vbrtfaoagh the Lord of afl he ininitey 
lihiiwraUialM? beit,niaB>itiMitMy 79h 

B«t aortal doonnM. Hum eaa he eseveite 
iMh wilhoalead on ana wlioBi deadi amit end ? 
Cba he make deathletg death? that were to make 
teanfe eontiadicCion, wfaicfa to Gad hiaiielf 
laif awihie ii held, m aryment 80t 

Of waafcaea, act of potior. WiHhedmiroa^ 
f&f aager'kaake^ fiaite to infinite, 
b paaidi'd aaa, la aatisfjr hia rigoar, 
tatirfyM oenMr ? that were to eictend 
fiii ■ e o te iiee bejoad doat and aatare^ hnr, 60§ 

l|f whioh all eames eiae, aecerdinuT still 
IWthe reception of their matter, act, 
Hot to th* extent of their own sphere. Botsi^ 
That death be not one stroke^ as Isa|^Mis*d^ 
BeieariBff seaaa, hat endless miseiy 819 

. VkoB diis daj onward ; which I feel hegna 
Brth in we, and witbont me ; andsolast 
TVi p e i pe t n it/ ; ay me! that fear 
Cornea fiia»d*fia8r back with dreadfiil revoiotiom 
Oftmydefeaeelesshead; both death and 1 815 

An feaad eternal, aad ineorponte both 5 
Har I •• my part single; in me all 
^fMerity stands cursM : feir patrimony 
That 1 anist leave ye, sons \ O, were I able 
T* ivaate it all myself, and leave ye none ! 828 

IhUmaktniedf kow woald ye hteii 
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Me, now your cnrse ! Ah, why should nil innnkiud, 

For one inan^s fault t^us guiltless be confleina^d, 

If g-uiltless ? But from me what can procecrl, 

But all corrupt; both mind and will depravM 

Not to do only, but to will the same 

With me ? how c^n they then acquitted stand 

In sig-ht of God ? If im, after all disputes, 

ForcM I absolve: nil my evasions vain, 

And reasoning-s, thougfh througfh niuizes, lend me still 

But to my own conviction : first and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame iicrhts due ; 

So might the wrath ! Fond wish ! couldst thou support 

That burden heavier than the earth to boar ; 

Than all the world much heavier, though divided 

With that bad woman ? Thus, what thou desir^st, 

And what thou feai-^st, alike destroys all hope 

Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 

Beyond all post example and future ; 8#i 

To Satan only like both crime and doom. 

Conscience. ! into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driven me ; out of which 

1 find no way, from deep to deeper plungM!" 

Thus Adam to himitelf lamrnttul loud 8i& 

Through the still night : not now, as err man ft'll, 
Wholesome, «ud cool, and mild, but with black air 
Aoiouipanied, with dainiisaud dreailful gloom ; 
Which to his evil conscience represonted 
All things with double terror : on the ground 85^ 

Ojitstretch'd ho lay, on the cold ground ; and oft 
£!iu-sM his creation ; death as oft accns'd 
.Of lurdy execution, hince deuouncM 
TJje thy of his o#bnce. " Why comes uol Atiaxb^* 
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I' tUi he, with imi.biM laatftM 
I Vmiline? ihidl trulh Cul ta kM- 
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kevp ber word, 
JMicr dilinR nM bMttn b> he jot? 
■itDenlh ctmin sot at all ; JiHtice diriM 
MraAi BOl her dowMt pacr for pre;*!* or erin. 
woods, O fmiateini, hillaelH,d>ln.iiid bowcn! 
mth othrr ei'h'i lUe I tang^ht four •hxile* 
TasHwer, nii'lTBUdad Ikr utber nng','' 
Vbooi tbu uRliiiteit Klwn iwl Eie bebeld, 
Betalate Hht» iha M, tppnMcfaing' nig'h, 
8>a wnrda to hit Btra pmaoa ihe unj'd i 
Bit bRr with ilfwn ngtadhr lbiui«pcird. 
-'« Out of my dgU, tfaeo wrpeiu I tint ntiM bat 
^rtblhiw with him haga'i, tbjTMlFM lkf*e 
'ladhatrfU; attbiag itBiiB, but tliU til; ilupt, 
like kii, ■ad eduritijiMitiiK, «; ihow 
n^ innrd fntid, lo wirn nil tnMant (not Aee 
Bncrfoilh; Irit llnttM betiT'nlf iera>,]HeteDda4 
TklKllUi rnbehaod, uuelbam ! But (m tfaM 
IhiKlimuitHlluiipr'l bad »tt^ pride 
Aad sand'riaE' '■"'Vt kIwd lent wai mh, 
Kl ji I M il aif loinnuniiig, aud dndaio'd 
IH k he mMed } tooffing to be kbiii, 
TblK(> by the itev'il hioiicli', hia oTeiweonhig' 
haMV-naoh ; bol with the aeipent meetieg', 
■M^d and begiiii'd ; by him (hon, I hj thre, 
IWttWttkM.fmnBjiida; imefriu'd wjir, 
■Hitnre, pmsf agaiiHt ■!) unulti ; 
DOtallwMbutoibDw, 
Xadwrlliuii wilid virtiie'; all but a rib 
Croobcd by nutuw, U«M, a* uow appear^ 
lUretu tbL-pniiiinitter, ffsn nKdraira; 
(trt, a( ti^niDBieiaTf 
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» 

To my just immber found. O ! why did God, ^ 
Creator wise, that peopled hig-hcst lleav^a 
With spirits masculine, create at last 
This novelty on earth, this fair defect 
Of nature, and not fill the world at once 
With men, as angels, without feminine ; 
Or find some other way to generate 
' Mankind ? this mischief had not then bcfairn, 
And more that shall befall ; innumerable 
Disturbances on earth throug-h female snares, 
And strait conjunction with this sex : for either ) 
He ncFcr shall find out fit mate, but such ^ 

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ; ' \ > 
Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain l^' 
Through her pervcrseness, but shall sec her gained 
By a far worse j or, if she love, withheld 
By parents ; or his happiest choice too late 
Shall meet, already linked and wedlo<;k-bound 
To a fell adversary', his hate or shame : 
Which infinite calamity shall cause ■> 

To human life, and household peace confound/* 

He added not, and from her turuM ; but Eve, 
Wot so repulsM, with tears that ceasM not flowing, 
And tresses all disordered, at his feet 
Feil humble j and embracing them, besought 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her plaint. 

^' Forsake mc not thus, Adam ! witness J leaven 
What love sincere, and reverence in my heart 
I bear thee, and unweeticg have offended, 
Unhappily deceived! thy suppliant 
1 beg, and clasp thy knees ; bereave me not. 
Whereon I live, thy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Tby conDsel^ m thk uttermost dutres») 
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Mj only strenglh and stay : forlorn of thoe. 

Whither shall 1 betake me, where substsf ? 

While yet^c live, iiearce one shoit hour perlisif)?, 

BetweeR us two let there be peace ; both joinin^jf, 

4i joinM in injuries, one enmity 925 

Against a foe by ^hioni express asstgpnM us, 

That crael serpent : on mc e?c erui.se not - - 

Thy hatred for this miseiy befalPn ; 

On me already lost, me than thyself 

More miserable! both have ttinnMj biitthou 930 

Against God only*, I agfninst God and theft ; 

Aad to the placfh ofjndginent will return,' 

There with tAy.yika iMportnne Ilcav^i, that all 

The sentence, frettt thj^ ^toil^mov'd, may light 

On me, sole cause to thee of all this woe ; 9«35 

Me, me only, just object of his ire !" 

She ended weeping, and her lowly plight, 
Inmoreable, till peace obtainM from fault 
Acknowledged and (icplor''d, iii Adam wrought 
Commiseration : soou his heart nileiitrd iiiO 

Tow^ards her, his life so li'tr, and hoIo delight, 
Kow at his feet submissive in distress ; 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking. 
His concsel, M'hom she had di^iph-asM, his aid : 
As one disamrd, his angrr all he lost, iM5 

And thus with peaceful wordb upraised her soon. 

*• Tuwary', and too de.sirous, asbftfort*, 
So now uf what thou knov.Vt not. who desir'bt 
The punishment all on th\ self; nla ~i ! 

Bear thine own ilrst, ill able to sustaiu lljO 

Hn full wrutli, whaie thou fcerst ns yet least ^uirt, 
And my displeasure bcar^st to ill. if prayers 
fS»aid alter biffb decrees, I to that place 
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Would Bpeed before thee, and he louder heard^ 
That on my head all might be visited ; 
Thy frailty and iofirmer sex forgiven, 
To me committed, and by me exposM. 
But rise ; let us no more contend, nor blame 
Each other, blamM enough elsewhere ; but strive 
In offices of love, how we may lighten 
Each other^s burden, in our share of woe ; 
Since this day^s death denouucM, if ought I see, 
WiJI prove no sudden, but a slow-pacM evil ; 
A long day^s dying, to augment our pain, 
^nd to our seed (() hapless seed !) derivM.** 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply^d. 
^' Adam by sad experiment I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find, 
^ound so erroneous; thence by just event 
^ouud so unfortunate : nevertheless, 
PlestnrM by thre, vile as 1 am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my unquiet brea:$t are risen, 
Tending to some relief of our extremes', 
Or end ; though sharp and sad, yet tolerable, 
Aj» in our evils, and of easier choice. 
If cure of our descent peiplex us most, 
Which must be liorn to certain woe, dcvourM 
By Death at last j and miserable it is 
To be to others cause of misery, 
Our own begott'n, and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woeful race, 
That after wretched life niuht be at last 
jPfMfd for so foul a monster ; in thy power 
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yet ere conception to prevent 

;e unblcst, to beMsg* yet nnbeg'ot. 

S8 thon art, childless remain : so Death 

e ileceivM his gint, and with us two 999 

:*d to satisfy his ravenous mflw. 

hon }udge it hard and difficult, 

sing, looking, loving, to abstain 

)ve^5 due rites, nnptial embraces sweet, 

th desire to languish without hope, 99i 

the present object languishing 

ke desire ; which would be misery 

rment less than none of what we dread; 

both ourselves and seed at once to free 

rhat we fear for both, let us make short; lOQi 

seek Death ; or, he not found, supply 

nr own hands his office on ourselves : 

and we longer shivering under fears, 

low no end but death, and have the power, 

ly ways to die the shortest choosing, 1006 

ction with destruction to destroy?" 

ended here, or vehement despair 

off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 

itertain^d, as dy^d her cheeks with pale. 

lam, with such counsel nothing swayed, lOlf 

ter hopes his more attentive mind 

ig bad raisM ; and thus to Eve reply^d. 

re, thy contempt of life and pleasure seems 

ne in tiiee something more sublime 

Kcel lent than what thy mind contemns ; lOlS 

If-destmction therefore sought, refutes 

xccllence thouglit in thee -, aud implies 

y contempt, but anguish and regret 

w of life aud pleasure ovcrlovM^ 
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Or if thou covet death, as utmost end 
Of misery, so tltinking' to erade 
The penalty pronouncM j doubt not but God 
ilath wiselier armM his veng'eful ire, than so 
To be forestaird ; much tdore I fear lest death, 
iSo snatchM, will not exempt us from the pain 
We are by doom to pay ; rather, snch acts 
Of contumacy will proroke the Highest 
To make death in us live : then let us seek 
Some safer resolution* which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed 
Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bruise 
The serpenf 8 head; piteous amends ! unless 
fie meant, wh(nn I conjecture, our grand foe, 
Satan, who, in the serpent, hath contrivM 
Against us this deceit : to crush his head 
Would be revenge indeed ! which will be lost 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless days 
^solvM, as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall *scape his punishment ordainM, and we 
Instead shall double ours upon our heads. 
No more be mentiouM then of violence 
Against ourselves; and wilful barrenness. 
That cuts us off from hope, and savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite, 
Reluctauce against God and his just yoke 
Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gracious tempeh he both heard, and judged, 
Without wrath or reviling j we expected 
Immediate dissolution, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day ; when lo ! to thee 
Pains only in child-bearing wei^e foretold, 
AMd bringing forth; soon recompensM with joy, 
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'omh : on me the curse aslope 

e groand ; with labour 1 must earn 

hat hami ? Idleness had l>een worse : 

il sustain me ; and, lest cold 1056^ 

d injure us, his timely care 

oght, provided ; and his hands 

worthy, piling while he jadgM) 

ore, if wc pray him, will his ear 1000 

his heart to pity* incline, 

further by what means to shun 

t seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow ? 

he sky with various face begins 

1 this mountain ; while the winds. 1005^ 

lid keen, shattering the gi-aceful locks 

spreading trees ; which bids us seek 

ihroud, some better warmth to cherish 

uumb^d, ere this diurnal star 

le night, how we bis gatherM beams f07§ 

y with matter sere foment; 

on of two boditfs, griud 

e\o tire ; as lute the clouds 

lushM with winds, rude in their shock 

t lightning ; whose thwart flaroe, driven down, 

fummy bark of fir or pine ; 1096 

comfortable heat from far, 

t supply the sun : sucfi fire to use, 

ly else be remedy or care 

2h nur own misdeeds have wrought, 108^ 

net us praying, and of grace 

liin ; so as we need not fear 

lodiuusly this life, sustaiuM 

many comforts, till we end 

hi: J te!»t and /latii c home. \^6^ 
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What better cftn we do, than, to the place 
Repairing where he judgM us, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent ; and there confess 
Hambly our faults,iand pardon beg* ; with tears 
Watering the ground, and with our sighs the akr 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
. Of sorrow* unfeigned, and humiliation meek ? 
Undoubtedly he will relent, and tarn 
From his displeasure ; in whose look serene. 
When angry most he seemM and most severe, 
What else but fevour, grace, and mercy shone ?** 

So spake our father penitent ; nor Eve 
Felt less remorse : they, forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he jndgM them, prostrate fell 
Before him reverent ; and both confessed- 
Humbly their faults, and pardon begged ; with tears 
Watering the ground, and with their sighs the ait 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow unfeigned, and humiliation meek. 
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aAgvmjsnt, 

Xhe Son of God presents to his Father the prayirs of our^i 
parents now repentingy and intercedes for thetn : God c 
cepts them^ but declares that they must no longer obi 
in Paradise; sends Michael with a^bAnd of cherubim 
dispossess them ; but first to reveal to Adctmfkture thing 
MichaeVs coming down. Adam shows to Eve certc 
ominous signs; he discerns MichaePs. approach; goes c 
to meet him : the angel denounces their departure. Ev 
lamentation. Adam pleads, but submits : the angel lea 
him up to a high hill ; sets before him in vision uShat sht 
Happen till thejhod. 
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BOOK XI. 

THTS they, in lowliest plig^bt, repentant stood 

fnyiag ; for from the mercy-spat above 

Prerenient ^i-ncc descending had removed 

The stouy from their hearts, and made new flesh 

Rifgenerote grow intend ; that sighs now hreathM ^ 

rnnttemble, which the spiVit of prajV 

Inspir*dy aad wingM'fot Heaven with ^edier flight 

Than bddeit oratoiy : yet their port 

Not of mean loitors ; nor important less 

SeemM their petition, than when th^ ancient pair 10 

In fttbiei old, less ancient yet than these, 

DeuoBlioD and chaste Pyrrlia, tu restore 

The race oTiiMnkind drowiiM, before the shrine 

OfThemiB stood devout. To ITcav'n their prayers 

Flew up, am miasM the yray^ by envious winds 15 

Blown vagabond or fnistra^e ; in they pasHM 

Diuiensionlcts through heavenly duors ; then, clad 

With incense, whei-e the golden altar fuin\l, 

By their great inti^rcessor, came in sight 

Beiure the Father's throne : them the glad Sou 20 

Presenting, thus to intercede began. 

" See, Father, what lirst fruits on earth are sprung- 
Fnim tby inipiuuted ^race in inau •, these sig-hs 
And prayers.! which in this golden censer, misTJl 
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With incense, I thy priest before thee brings 26 

Fruits of more pleasing savour, from thy seed 

Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 

Which, his own hand manuring, all the trees 

Of P&radise could have produced, ere falPn 

From innocence. Now therefore, bend thine ear 39 

To supplication ; hear his sighs, though mute^ 

Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 

Interpret for him ; me, his advocate 

^nd propitiation ; all his works on me, 

€U»od, or not good, ingraft ; my merit those 31 

Shall perfect, and for these my death shall pay. 

Accept me ; and in me, from these receive 

The smell of peace tow^ard mankind : let him live 

Before thee reconciPd, at least his days 

Vumber^d, though sad ; till death, his doom (which I 40' 

To mitigate thus plead, not to reverse), 

To better life shall yield him ', where with me 

All my rudeeniM may dwell in joy and bliss; 

Made oue with nie, as I with thee am one." 

^* To whom the Father, without cloud, serene. H^ 

^ All thy request for man, accepted Son, 
Obtain ; all thy request was my decree : 
But, longer in that Paradise to dwell, 
The law I gave to nature him forbids : 
Those pure immortal elements, that know SO 

No gross, no unharmonious mixture foul. 
Eject hitn, tainted now ; and purge him off 
As a distemper, gross, t<» air as gross, 
And aioriril food ; as may dispose him best 
For dissolution wrought by sin, that first tt 

DisteiuperM all things, and of incorrupt 
Corrupted. I, at first, with two Cau ^\i\& 
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I endowed, with happiness ; 

ality : that fondly hist, 

ervM but to eternize woe 5 6Q 

led death ; so death becomes 

nedy ; and, after life, 

rp tribulation, and refinM 

1 faithful works, to second life, 

e re no ration of t^e just^ 65 

n up with Heav'n and earth renew'd. 

ill to synod all the blest, 

3av*irs wide bounds ; from them I will not hide 

nts, how with mankind I proceed, 

fi peccant angels late they saw, ?• 

r slate, though firm, stood more confirmM.^ 

I, and the Son gave signal big;h 

hi minister that waJchM 5 he blew 

t, hear4 in Oreb since perhaps 

liescended, and perhaps once more 75 

general doom. The angelic blast 
^ regions : from their blissfai bowers 
ine shade, fountain or spring, 
'rs of life, where'er they sat 
ips of joy, the sons of light 8tt 

irtingto the summous high; 
icir seats ; till from his throne supreme 
ity thus pronouncM his sovVeign will. 

like one of us man is become 

>th good and evil, since his taste Hi 

■luled fruit ; but Ic-t liim boast 

il'^-c of good lost, and evil got ; 

'u\ it siiflicM him to have known 

.elf, anA «nil not iit all. 

now. repents, and prays contrite, ^ 

27* . 
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My motions in him : longer than they move, 

Hb hoart I know, how variaMo and vain, 

Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach also of the tree of life, and eat, 

And live for ever, dream at least to live 9§ 

For ever, to remove him I decree, 

And send him from the garden forth to till 

The ground whence he was taken, fitter soil. 

<* Michael, this my beht^sthave thun in charge ; 
Take to thee from among the cherubim 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the fiendj 
Or in behulf of man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raise : 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God 
Without remorse, drive out the sinful pair ; 106 

From hallowM ground th' unholy ; and denoance 
To them, and to their progeny, fi;om thence 
Ferj)etual banishment. \et, lest they faint 
At the satl sentence rigorously urg'd, 

For I behold them soften'd, and with teara 110 

Bewailing their excess, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey. 
Dismiss them nut disconsolate ; reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future daySy 
As ] shall thee enlighten ; iutennix 115 

My covenant in the wonian^s seed reuewM ; 
So send tin ni forth, though sorrowing, yet in peace : 
And, on the east side of thf garden place. 
Where enlrance upfrtmi Eden easiest climbsy 
Chrrij'r^ic watch ; and of a sword the flame 1^ 

Wid«'-waviiig ; all approach far oil' to fright, 
And g!iar<l all passage to the tree of life : 
Lest Paradise a receptacle prove 
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)ul, and ail my trees their prey ; 
storn fruit man once more to delnde.** ' 1S6 
; and th* archang-elic pow*r prepar*d 
'scent; with him the cohort bright 
cherubim *, four faces each 
double Janus ; «11 their sh^^ie 
ith eye$ more numerous than those 190 

nd more wakeful than to drouse, 
th Arcadian pipe, the pastoral reed 
or his opiate rod. Meanwhile, 
the world with sacred light, 
irukM; and with fresh dews emhaImM 13i 

when Adam and first matron Ere 
DOW their orisons, and found 
ded from above ; new hope to spring 
lir ; joy, but with fear yet link'd \ 
to Eve his welcome words renew'd, 140 

lily may faith admit, that all 
hich w<^ enjoy from Heav'n descends 5 
im us ought should ascend to Heiw'a 
t as to concern the mind 

h-blest, or to incline his will, 14^ 

ef may seem ; yet this will prayeir 
t sigh of human breath, upborne 
ieat of God. For since I sought 
' offended Deity to' appease ; 
d before him humbled all my heart ; IM 

I saw him placable and mild, 
ear ; pereuasion in me grew 
leard with favour 5 peace returned 
breast, and to my memory 
that thy seed shall bruise our foe 5 155 

1 not minded in dismay, yet vm 
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Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past, and we shall li^e. Whence hail to thee^ 
Ere rightly callM, mother of all mankind, 
Mother of all things living, since by thee 
Man is to live ; and all things live for man/* 

To whom thus Eve with sad demeanour meek. 
^' 111 worthy I snch title should belong 
Tolne transgressor ; who, for thee ordained 
A help, became thy snare ; to mc reproach 
Rather belongs, distrust, and all dispraise : 
But infinite in pardon was my Judge, 
lliat I, who first brought death nn all, am gracM 
The source of life ; next favourable thou, 
Who highly thus to' entitle me Fouchsaf *gt, 
Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us, now with sweat im|>os^d, 
Though after sleepless night ; for see ! the morn, 
All unconcerned with pUr unrest, begins 
Uer rosy progress smiling ; let us forth ; 
I never from thy side henceforth to stray, 
Wherever our day*s work lies, though now enjoined 
Laborious, till day droop ; while here we dwell, 
What can be toilsome in these pleosant walks? 
Here let us live, though in falPn state, content.*' 

So spake, so wishM much humlilcd Eve ; but fate 
Subscribed not ; Nature first gave signs, impressed 
Qn bird, beast, air ; air suddenly ecIipsM 
After short blush of morn ; nigh in her sight 
The bird of Jove, stoopM from his airy tour, 
Two birds of gayest plume before hiui drove j 
Down from a hill the beast that reigns in woods, 
yii^t hunter then, pursuM a gentle brace, 
Poodliest of all the forest, hart and hind 3 
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h* eastern gttte wa« bent their flight. 190 

^rvM, and with his eye the ehace 
not unmoved to Eve tlius spake. 
•, some further change awaits us nigh, 
av^n by these mute signs in nature, shows 
rs of his purpose ; or to warn IW 

to secure, of our dischai^e 
ilty, hecanse from death released 
I ; how long, and what till then our life, 
rs ? or more than this, that we are dust, 
»r must return, and be no more ? 300 

this double object in our sight 
tursu^d in th^ air, and o^er the ground, 
he self-same hour ? why in the east 
ere day*s mid course, and morning light 
nt in yon western cloud, that draws 905 

lue firmament a radiant white, 
descends, with something heav'nly fraught ?" 
1 not ; ior by this the heavenly bands 
n a sky of jasper lighted now 
ie, and on a hill made halt; 210 

3 apparition, had not doubt 
il fear that day dimmM Adam^s eye. 
nore glorious, when the angels met 
^ahaiiaim, where he saw 

paviliun'd with his guardians bright ; 211 

wliich on the flaming mount appearM A 

1, coverM with a camp of fire, 
he Syrian king,, who to surprise 
&ssiissin.like, hud levied war, 
oclainrd. The princely hiei-arch 
right stand there left his powers, to sei^l 
a of the garden ; he aloHe, 
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To find where Adam sbelter'd, took his waj, 

Not unperceivM of Adam ; who to Eve, 

Uliile the great visitaut approachM, thiis spake. i 

'* Eve, now expect great tidings, which p«rlM{» 
0f ut will soon determine, or impose 
New laws to be observe ; for I descrj, 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the hill^ 
One of the heav*nlj host, and, bj his gait, I 

None of the meanest^ some great potentat^^ 
Or of the thrones above ; such majesty 
invests him coming ! yet not terrible, 
That I should fear, nor sociably mild. 
As Haphael, that 1 should much confide j 
But solemn and subliipe, whom not tp* offend, 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire.** 

He ended j and th* arch-angel soon drew nigh^ 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man ; over his lucid arms 
A military vest of purple flowM, 
Livelier than Melibcean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce j Iris had dipt the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled shewM him prime 
In manhood where youth ended j by his side, 
As in a glisfring zodiac, hung the sword, 
Satan^sdire dread, and in his hand the spear. 
Adam bowM low; he, kingly, from his state 
InclinM not, but his coming thus declared. 

*' Adam, Heav*n*s high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress, 
Defeated of his seizure many days 
(jli?*a thee of grace, wherein thou mayst repent, 
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with many deeds well done 

?II may then thy Lord, appeased, 

ite from Death^s rapacious claim 3 

i Paradise to dwell 

emove thee I am come, 200 

)m the gfarden forth to till 

nee thou wast taken, fitter soil.** 

for Adam at the news 

1 chilling gripe of sorrow stood, 

is hound; Eve, who unseen 9^ 

i, with audi hie lament 

the place of her retire. 

!d stroke, worse than of Death ! 

i thee. Paradise ? thus leave 

I, these happy walks and shades, 970 

s ? where I had hope to spend, 

1, the respite of that day 

trtal to us both. O flowers, 

n other climate grow^ 

ion, and my last ^tfy 

I bred up with tender htfnd 

>oiiin3f bud, and gave ye names ! 

rear ye to the sun, or rank 

1 water from tir ambrosial fount? 

)ttal bnwV, by me adomM 900 

rht or smell was sweet ! from thee 

:, and whither wander down 

rid ; to this obscure 

' shall we breathe in other ait 

tomM to immortal fruits ?" ^^ - 

jc aug^el interrupted mild. 

ve, but patiently resign 

1 bast lost 3 nor set thy heut) • 
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ThiiiaiEr-fDnil,onllntHhichu oatlhiae; 
Thjgoiiigii natloacly; withtluegwa 
Tbyhuilund; himtnfollow (houartboiuid; 
Where he abiilei, Ihink tlwre tb; lulive •oil.' 

.tdsin, bylhii (mm tbe onid niddrD damp 
SHncering-, and hb icMtc^r'd api'riti ivluni'^ 
To Hiclwl thui ha humble wiwdssildma'd. 

*' Celestial, irhelhf r amooff the throDea, or aati\ 
Of them the hi^'eit, for such oC ah^K maj aeen 
Prince above princes 1 gcnllj halt thou told 
Th; mestug-e, which might flu- in telling wouBd, 
And iu perfonning- end lu: Hhatbeiidei 
Of soirow, aad dejection, and deipair. 
Our frailty can suilain, thy tiding bring. 
Departure from ihii happy place, our iweet 
ReRFai, and only consolallrin left 
Fwniliar tn onr eye* '. all place! else 
Inhoapitable' appear, and desolate ; 
Nar knowing iia, nor known ; and, if by prayer 

Of him whoall thiiigfi cau, i would not ceaie 

To weary him with my BKidiioiia cries: 

But piay'r a^lnsl his abavlirle decree 

No more avails than brealb agiiinst Ihe wind, 

BlowaUifling heck nu hini that brraih[« il forth: 

Tlierefore tn hia gn-u bidding I suhinit. 

This most ufflicts mi^, ihar di-parliiig hence, 

Ai from his face 1 shall be hid, d^prir'd 

His blessed couut'OLince : here I cuuld frequent 

With worahip place by place where he vouchaoTd 

' On this mount he appesr'd ; under ihii tree 
Stood risilile^ Muuig tbeaa giaet hit voice 
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here with him at this fountain talk' A :"* 

grateful nltara 1 wonld rear 

tnrf, and pile up eveiy stone 

roui the brook, in memory, 325 

lent to age«; and thereon 

°t smelling gums, and fruits, and flowers t 

nether world where shall 1 seek 
t appearances, or foot-step trace ? 
•h 1 fled him angry, yet, recalPd 330 

)long*d and promisM race, I now 
hold though but his utmost skirts 

and far off his steps adore/* 

m thus Michael with regard benign. 

thou know^st Heav*n his, and all the £urth| 333 

ock only^; his omnipresence fills 

, and :iir, and every kind that lives, 

I )iy his virtiiu) pow'r and warmM : 

i1h he gavf: ihee to possess and rule, 

able gift; surmise not thou 3i0 

nee to these iiurrow bounds oonfiuM 

sc, or Eden : this had been 

uy capilai sent, from whence had spread 

atiniis, and had hither come 

the ends of th* earth, to celebrate 315 

reuce thee, tlieir great progenitor. 

tre-euiineuce thou' ba$t lost, brought dowh 

on even ground now with thy sous : 

t not but in valley, and in plain, 

< h'Tc ; and will be found alike 3d0 

md of his presence many a sign 

wing theo, still compassing thee round 

dnrss und paternal love, his face 

and of his hUpa the track diTtHe. 
I. 28 
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Which that thuu ma/st bpHere, and be coD6nnM 
Ere thou from hence depart, know, I am sent 
To show thee what shall nome in future daj» 
To thee, and to thy off'spiring- ; gf>od with bad 
Expect to hear; supernal grace contending 
With sinffilness of men j thereby to learn 
True patience, and to temper joy witii fear 
And pious sorrow, equally iwir^if' 
fiy moderation either state fa besr, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shalt thou lead ' 
Safest thy life, and best preparM endure 
Thy mortal passage when it comes. Ascend 
This hill ; let Eve (for I have drenchM her eyes) 
Here sleep below, while thuu to foresight wak*st ; 
As onc<! Ihoii slejrt'st, while she to light was form'd.** 

To whom thus Adam gratefully replyM. 
" Ascend, I follow'thee, safe guide, the path 
Thou lead^st me^ ; and to the hand of Heav'u submit. 
However chast'oing ; tft the evH turn 
My obvious breast ; arming to overcome 
By suffering, and earn rest from labour tpod, 
If so I may attain." So both ascend 
In the visions of God : it was a hill. 
Of ParacHse the highest ; from whose tbp 
The hemisphere of •^arth, in clearest ken, 
StretchM out to th* amplest reach of prospect lay. 
Not highVr that bill, nor wider looking round, 
lilliereou, for different cause, the tempter set 
Our secoud Adam, in the wilderness ; 
To show him all earth's kingdoms, and their glory. 
His eye might there command wherever stood 
City of old or iiKidern fame, the sent 
0f mightiest empire, from the destluM w^iU 
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In, seat of Cathaian Can, 

irchand by Oxus, Teniir^s throne, 

1 of Siucean kings; and thence 300 

ind Lahor of great MoguJ, 

fie golden Chersonese j or where 

in in Ecbatan sat, or since 

m ; or w^^e l^e Unssian Ksar 

or. tht sultan in Bi^nce, .JKfi 

i-born ; nor could hit^ ejfi not ken 
c of Negus to his utmost po|t 
id the less maritime kings 
and Quiloa, and Aleliud, 
I, thought Ophir, to ihe realm . 4Q0 

and Angola farthest so^Uh ; 
fro^ Niger flood to Atlas mount 
oms of AUuansor, Fez, and Sus, 
nd Algiers, and Tremisen; 

! thence, and where Rome was to sway 4Q& 

; in spi'rit perhaps he also saw 
CO, the seat of Montezume, 

in Peru, the richer seat 
pa ; . and yet unspoilM 

bose great city Geryon''s.son8 410 

i-aUo : i>at4o nobler sights 
urn Adam\ eyes the film removed, 
.t false fruit that promisM clearer sight 

then pui^'d with euphrasy and rue 

niTve, for he had much to sec ; 416 

ihe well of life three drops. instil Pd. 
t; p(»wV Qf thesff ingredients pierced, 
> iniuost seat of mentiil sight, 
1, now enforc'd'to close his eyes, 
), and all bis spiVits became entnme'd*) 48B^ 
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But him th« ^enllr angrl bf Ihe bHod 
Sonn rau'd, and hii allcntion thni recaird. 

** Adam, ni>w ope Ihine tyca; and fint heboid 
Th' fffecta whicb Ihy arigiDal crime hath wroBf ht 
la Hime to Aprin|f from thee, irbo nerer tnacbM 
Th' excepted Iree, nor with the inake compir'i^ 
Nor ainn'd thj ain ; jel from that un deriie 
Corruption, tu bring forth more violent deedi.'- 

llis eye> he open'd, and beheld > field, 
Part iirabtc and lillli, whereon were tbeavea 
New leap'd ; tlie other part theep-wallu and fold); 
r th' inidu an altar 119 tlie land-marli itood, 
Bnitiu, nfg-raajmnl; tliitheranon 
A iwFBif renpfr from hi> tillage lirooirht 
I'irat Truita, Ihe green ear, and the yellow iheai^ 
UncuU'd, u dune to hand ; a ihepberd neil, 
Blore meeli, came with the lirstliugs of hii flock, 
Choicest aad beat j then, sacrificing hiid 
The Invtanl* and tbrir fat, with incenae itrow'd, 
Un Ibe cleft wood, and all due riteaperform'd; 
Uie offering- uwn pmpitiius fire from Heav'n 
ConsiiDi'd vrilb nimble glance, nnil grateful iteami 
The other's not, for his was uoi sincere ; 
Whereat be inly rog'd, and aa they lalk'd, 
Smote him into Ihe midriff with u atone 
Thnlbeatoutlife; befell; and, deadly pale, 
(iroao'd out his aoul viih guahing blood effut'd. 
Much at that aighl was Adam in hia heart 
Disinay'd, and Ihna in haate to tb' angel ciy'd. 

" O teacher, aoine fteat mitchief hath hefaH'a 
To that meek man, wbo well had lacrific'd; 
bpieiy thua and pore devotion paid?" 
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om Michael thus, he also movM, replyM. 
two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
ly loins ; the unjust the just hath slain, 455 

^ that his brother'*s offering found 
?av'n acceptance : but the bloody fact 
avengfM, and the other^s faith, approved, 
reward ; though here thou see him die, 
in dust and gore.*^ To which onr sire. 46B 

{ ! both for the deed, and for the cause ! 
: I now seen Death? Is this the way 
eturn to native dust ? O sight 
', foul and ugly to bthold, 

think, how horrible to feel V 461^ 

loni thus Michael. ^^ Death thou hast seen 
-St shape on man ; but many shapes 
1, and many are the ways that lead 
rim cave, all. dismal ; yet to sense 
rible at the entrance than within. 470 

$ thou saw^st, by violent stroke shall die; 
Sood, famine, by intemperance more 
i and drinks, which on the earth shall bring 
dire, of which a monstrous crew 
tiee shall appear ; that thou may*st know 475 

isery th' iuabstipence of £ye 
ing on men.*e Immediately a place 
lis eyes appearM, sad, noisome, dark ; 
[lousc it seemed, wherein were laid 
3 of all diseasM ; all maladies 460 

Lly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
-sick agony, all feverous kinds, 
ions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs^ 
? stone and ulcer, colic pangs, 
ac pbreijzy, moping melancholy, Ijt^ 
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And moon stnick madness, pining atrophy, 
Mai'asmus, and wide-wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and asthmas, and juint-racking' rheums. 
Dire was the tossing*, deep the groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick husiest from couch to couch; 
And over them triumphant Death hii dart 
Shook, but delayM to strike, though oft in?okM 
With vows, as their chief good, and final hope. 
Sight so deform what heart of rock could long 
Diy-eyM behold ? Adam could not, but wept. 
Though not of woman bom ; compassion quellM 
liis best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till 6rmer thoughts restrained excess ; 
And, scarce recovering words, his plaint renewM. 

" O miserable mankind, to what fall 
Degraded, to what wretched state reservM ! 
Better end here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us ? rather^ why 
Obtnided on us thns? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not a«icept 
Life offered, or soon beg to lay it down ; 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. Can thus 
Th' image of God in man, created once 
So goodly and ereot, though faulty since, 
To such unsightly sufferings be dehasM 
Under inhuman pains ? Why should not man. 
Retaining still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free, 
And, for his Maker^s image sake exempt V 

" Their Maker*8 image," answef d Michael, ** then 
Forsook them, when themselves they vilify'd 
To serve ungovernM appetite 5 aud took 
HJs ima^e whom they scrvM, a bvuVwYi -vAc^i 
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? mainly to the sin of Etc. 

e so abject is their punishment, bW 

ngf not God's. likeness, but their own ; 

likeness, by themselves debasM, 

ey pervert pnre nature's healthful rules 

omc sickness j worthily, since they 

ag-e did not reverence in themselves." 52& 

>ld it just,"' said Adam, '^ and submit. 

ere yet no other way, besides, 

inful passages, how we may come 

k, and mix with our connatural dust?" 

h;' said Michael, " if thou well observe 530 

of not too much, by temperance taugfht, 

thou eat'stand drink*st; seeking* from thence 

rishniont, not gluttonous delight, 

y years over thy head return : 

t thou live, till like ripe fruit, thou drop 535 

mother's lap j or be with ease 

, not harshly phickM, for death mature : 

Id ago ; but then, thou must outlive 

h, tliy strength, thy beaut}', which will change 

tM, weak, and grey ; thy senses then, 540 

ill tiiKlc uf pleasure must forego, 

tliou hiist ; and, for the air of youth, 

anil chcfiful, in fhy blood will reign 

iht»! y damp of cold and dry 

;i thy spirits dowVt, and last consume 54A 

1 of life," To whom our ancestor. 

L'< forth T fly not death, nor would prolong 

h ; beat ratlier, how 1 may be quit, 

lid easirst, of this cumbrous charge^ 

ninst keep till my appointed day ^ft^ 

'"» "/'• ^"J patiently attend 
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Hy dimliitioii." Hichiirl reply'd. 
"Nor latPlhylirp, nor bate; but wbit Ihoa lir'it 
Lite well: hon (ai^, or ibnit, iH-nnit to HaT'D ; 
And Driw prrpare the'' far suutlKr ug-hl." 

He look'd, and uw supnciaiiipliiiii, (rhen^oii 
Wcreli'tinof i-firiniuhue; by laiiie, wrrr berA 
Ql a»VL\r- ^nxaog ; otiii'ra, n benre the Hinnd 
Of iiiilnLin('nl«,lliUuitidf aii'ludimu chiiiic, 

kd o^an ; andj H'ho movM 



71.-^1 



harda,ni 



liijlinctlhruiig'hati pcnpurtioiw, low ai 
Pied and punu'd Iraiixf ne the ramuaQt 
In other part itund one who at the firg-e 
Lab'riiiK, two loiuuiy clods of ir'on and bn 
lla.1 melted, (whether fuuud wfapn cnsiu 



I high, 



fite 



Hadw 



ill lalc, 



l^iwu li> (be vviiit orRHrth \ theuce gliding hot 
Tn •mne cavR'i iiioiith ; or nhethrr wuib'd by bi 
Pron iiuder grouud; tlie lii|aid ore bo dt^ia'd 
Intu fit noDlcIa prepur'd ; finni which hf furm'd 
Fint hiaowDluolij then, wbnl niij^ht else bew 



ongl 



But uu Hit bhbiT »ii|p, a riiNvreut sort 
Vruulhe high uejghh'riuj,' bill*, nbtcb wbi their sea 
Dvwu to tile plaiu dc-sui'udcd : by tht'ir j-iitte 
Jnit oica tiii-y nEFDi'd, and nil their study lient 
Jj) wonliip Ciod aright, and knou bin worki 
Hot hid ; Ola thoK (biugt last, which might proem 
ilt..y.,nthr plain 



lad ut 



irulk'd, ivh.'it fru' 



I theti! 



A beiy nf fair woijien, liehly gay 
j||i ij-eius and waiituii drCu ; I. th' ba ■ ihey *un|r 

AiA Miaorom <iitiiet, «Dd iudBuct mm: «it ',. 



PARADISE LOST. 9S» 

loug-h g^rave, ey'd them, and let their eyes 

lit rein, till, in the amorous net 585 

, they likM, and each his liking chose ; 

f love they treat, till th* evening" star, 

ing-er, appearM ; then, all in h«*at 

the nuptial torch, and hid invoke 500 

n first to marriage rites invokM : 

md music all the tents resouod. 

' interview, and fair event 

1 youth not lost, songs, garlands, flowers, 

ittg symphonies, attachM the heart 595 

oon incliuM V admit delight, 

nature ; which he thus expressM. 
pener of mine eyes, prime angel hlest, 
r seems this vision, and more hope 

days portends, than those two past ; 600 

I of hate and death, or pain much worse ; 
" seems fniiilPd in all her ends/^ 
I thus Michael. " Judge not what is hest 
!, though to nature seeming meet; 
( thou art, to nobler end, 605 

lire, conformity divine. 

thou sawV so pleasant, were the tents 
less, wherein shall dwell his race 
lis brother ', studious they appear 
. polish life, inventors rare, • 6^0 

o{ their Maker, though his spirit 
m ; but tliey his gifts acknowledge none. 
bcnuteous oiFsprittg shall beget ; 
r feninle troop thou saw'st, that seemM 
[>s, so blithe, so smooth, so ^y^ 615 

of nil good wherein consists 
oitwatic honour and chief piaise *, 



Bredo 

ef [iiatful ■pppit^iK^c, tni 
To dma, lUd troll tbt ti 
Tn (h.'ite IhU tnber ner 
RrligiouatiLklhemlbe 
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lyt..,l.l,,i 

orthmf 



le, and roll the ej«; 

of -God, 

up all (heir .rirlne, all their &oe 
the tisim and to the uniln 
r BthriaCi -. aod nnn nrtm in jof, 



i( beg-ia.." 



and Ung'b, for which 
The worid ere \oBg a votld uf tean mnM weep." 

To whoDi thus Adnin, of ihort joj- bereft, 
" O pitjr' and ihaine, ibsc ihfy, who to lire well 
EDlrr'd ao fair, should turn aside to tread 
Falht indiivct, or io (he nid way faiu i 
fiat iti 11 1 Kt the leiior of man's woe 
Holds DD the Bme, ftom wodibd to b«f in - 

" From man'i effem 
Said Ih'aogel, "who 
Bj wiBdomaBdiupvriargiftirecf.iv'd. 
But now po-parethee for aaoiher Hiene." 

He lookM^and saw wide Inritor}' spread 

CitipB of men wilhjoflj gales and low'B, 
ConcDune in arms, firrce faees thrcat'nin^ war, 
Giants of might; Jioiie, and hold e<ii|iriie ; 
Part wirM Iheir arms, part curli the lusmiug steed, 
iingle m 



dlj musl'riag-atoodi 

nandfairkiae 
I ; or fleecj Sock, 

Ewrt aud their blenliug lamhi ofpr rhe plain, 
Itcjrbootff ivurce withkitG lli«tlKph«cdiflj, 



fiutli hon« and foot, ni 
Oae way a band aeject 
A herd of beeves, fair < 
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1 iu aid, which makes a bloody frajr; 
uel tournament the squadrons join ; 
»ttle pasturM late, now scattered lies 
rcases and arms th* insanguioM field,, 
d : others to a citj strong 666 

fo, encampM ', by batttry, scale, and mine, 
ing* ; others from the wall defend 
irt and jarelin, stones, and sulphurous fire: 
1 hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 
r parts the scepter'd herakU call Mi 

cil, in the city gates : anon 
>aded men and gra?e, with warriora mix^d, 
le, and harangues are heaid 3 but soon, 
)us opposition ', till at last, 

lie age one rising, eminent, 666 

deport, spake much of right and wrong, 
ce, of religion, truth, and peace,. 
Ignient from o^ove : him old and young 
fd,and had seizM with violent hands, 
a cloud descending huatchM him thence 671 

amid the (hrong.-: so violence 
ed, and opprestiiou, and sword-law, 
h all the plain, and refuge none was found. 
7us all in tears, and U» his guide 
ng turuM full sad ; ^^ <) ! what arc these, 675 

niiuister^s, not men ? who thus deal death , 
Illy to men, and multiply 
iisaiid fold the sin of him who slew 
h'jr : fur of whom such uiussacre 
ley, hut of their brethren ; men of men ? 68# 

) ivus that just iiiaii, whom had not Heaven 
I, Uacl iu his righteousness l>een lo^t?" 
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To whom thus Midiael. " These are the product 
Of th ose ill-mated marriages thou saw'st ; 
Where good with bad were matchM, who of tbcnuielTes 
Abhor to joiu ; aud, by imprudence mix^d, 
I*rodace prodigious births of body* or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
For in those da^'s might only shall be* adaiirM, 
And valour and heroic virtue callM ^ 
To overcome in battle, and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human glory ; and for gloi^ done 
Of triumph, to be styPd great conquerors. 
Patrons of mankind, gods, and sons of gods ; 
Destroyei"S rightlier cdl'd, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame shall be achievM, renown on earth ; 
And what most merits fame, in silence hid. 
But hf>, the seventh from thee, whom thou beheldst 
The only righteous in a world perverse, 
And therefore hated, therefore so beset 
With foes, for daring single to be just, 
And titter odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them With his saints : him the Most High, 
Rapt in a balmy cloud ivith winged steeds 
Did, as thou saw^st, receive, to walk with God 
High in salvation and the climes of bliss, 
Exempt from death ; to show thee what reward 
Awaits the good, the rest what punisbmetit; 
Which now direct thine eyeg, and soon behold.** 

He took'd, and saw the face of things quite chaugM 
The brazen throat of war had ceas*d to tos^r i . • 
Allnow was turn*d to jollity and game^ 
2r» luxwty and riot, feast and danee^ 
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of pf e rtitnti py, as lidfel, 
t «r •dofteijr, where |Wiiim| Jhir 
lilitf^ittete^ Ihenee ftt»iir eoiM to eHl brailT. 
Jki leaglli a reretend tire amongr thein oiinie, 
Aad flf their doingtglVftt dkKke dediu'dy 726 

Aad iBH/aifd ngnmitihBy imp ; he eft 

their MMmbliet, whereio net, 
lor fettimls; ami totheiii preachM 
€9Mfcnioii.aBd repeatanee, aa te wah 
tm pritoiy nnder jtidf^ments iannineot : 72^ 

BM all in iaia : which when he saw, he oea^M 
f, and remoirM his tents for off ; 
the moantain hewin§^ timbertally 
to hnild a Teisel of ha^ hulk, 

bf enhit, leng^, and hreadlh, and height ; 790 
M miad with pitch ; and in the side a door 
•€ltalrif*d; and of proTisinns laid in larg^e, 
' fbr aan mid Iteast : wlien lo, a wonder strange ! 
Of avciy beast, and bird, and insect small, 
Chae ser'ns, and pairs, and enterM in as tanght 73& 

neir order : hat the sirt and his three sons, 
tt& fheir fonr wires : and God made fast the door. 

* * 

^ksanrhlfe the south wind rose, and, with black wings 
Vide hovering, a]( the dodds together drore 
Ihm vader Reav*n * the hills to their snppl j 740 

^hpuUf y and exbahtion dnsk and noist, 
: vp amain ; and now the thickenM sky 
I a dark ceiling stooid ; down nishM the rain 
and continued til! the earth 
was seen ; ^e floating vessel t#nm 746 

IMUIad, and secure whh beaked prow 
■Me tihing o'er die wares ; all dwellings else 
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Deep under water roHM; sea coverM gea. 
Sea without shore ; and in their pafaiees, 
Where luxury late reigned, sea monster^s whelp*4 
And stabled -, of mankind, so nunwroiM late, 
All left, in one small bottom swwn embarked. 
How didst thou grieve then, Adam, to behold 
The end of all thy offspring*, end so sad, 
Depopulation ! thee another flood. 
Of tears and sorrow^ a flood, thee also drowned. 
And sunk thee as thy sons; till, gently rearM 
By th' angel, on thy feet thou stood*st at last. 
Though comfortless ; as when a father mourns 
His children, all iu view destroyM at once ; 
And scarce to th^ angel utter'dst thus thy plaint. 

'^ O visions ill foreseen ! better had I 
UtM ignorant of future ! so had borne 
My part of evil only, each day^s lot 
Enough to bear ; those now, that were dispensM 
The bui*den of many agts, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being. 
With thought tliat they must be. Let no man seek 
Heuci.'foilh to be foretold, what shall befall 
Him or his children ; evil he may be sure, 
Which neither his foreknowing can prevent; 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel, 
Grievous to bear j but that can; now is past, 
Man is not whom to warn : those few escapM 
Famine and anguish will at last coiisnuie, 
Wand'ring that watry desert : I had hope, 
When violence was ce»is^d, and war on earth, 
AjU would hare then gone well j peace would have cr 
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With leugth of kappy days the race of man j 

But 1 was far ((t^ceivM; fornow I see 

Peuce to corrupt uo less tbao vvar to waste. 

Bow comes it thus ? iuifold$ celestial guide, 785 

AjmI whether here the race of mau will end." 

*Vo whom thus Michael. *^ Those, whom last then saw*8t 

Ib triumph and luxurious wealth, are thej 

iKnt seen in acts of prowess eminent 

And great exploits, but of true virtue void ; 790 

Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste, 

Saliduing nations, and achievM thereby 

ViMue in the world, high titles, and rich prey, 

fittiall change their course to pleasure, ease, and sloth, 

Surfeit, and lust ; till wantonness and pride 79f 

Sase out of friendship hostile deeds in peace. 

Tbe conquerM also, and ehslavM by w ar. 

Shall, with thrir freedom lost, all virtue lose 

And fear of Gad, from whom their piety feignM 

In iiharp contest of battle found no aid * 80^ 

Against invaders; therefore, eoolM in zeal, . 

Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure, 

Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 

Shall leave tlieni to enjoy ; for th' earth shall bear 

More thau enough, that temperance may be tryM : 80^ 

So all shall turn degeuerate, all depravM, « 

Justice and tcmp'jtinco, truth and faith, fofgot ; 

One man except, the only son of light 

In a dark age, against example good. 

Against allurement, custom, aud a world 81 A 

Offended ; fearless of reproach and scorn. 

Or f iolcuce, he of their wicked ways 

Shall them admonish ; and before them set 

The paths of righteousoefiS) how much more safe, 
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And Jfull of peace ; denounciBg wrath to eosie 

On their impenitence ^ and shall retam 

Of them derided, but of God ofaservM 

The one just man ali?e ; bj his command 

Shall build a wondrous ark, as thou beheldst, 

To save himself, and household, from amidst 

A world demote to universal wrack. 

No sooner he, with them of man and beast 

Select for life, shall in the arlcbe lodg'd, 

And shelterM round, but all the cataracts 

Of Heaven set open on the earth shall poor 

Rain, day and night ; all fountains of the deep. 

Broke up, shall heave the ocean to umrp 

Beyond all bounds ; till inundation rise 

Above the highest hills : then shall this mmmt 

Of Paradise by might of waves be movM 

Out of his place, pnshM by the homed flood, 

With all his verdure spoilM, and trees adrift, 

Down the great river to the <^ning gulf, 

And there take root, an island salt and bare, 

The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews* clang : 

To teach thee that God attributes to place 

No sanctity, if none be thither brought 

By men who there frequent, or therein dwell- 

And now what further shall ensue, behold.'* 

He lookM, and saw the ark hull on the flood. 
Which now abated ; for the clouds were fled, 
Driv'n by a keen north wind, that, blowing diy, 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as deoayM ; 
And the clear sun on his wide wafry glass 
GazM hot, and of the fresh wave largely drew. 
As after thirst ; which made their flowing shrink 
From standing ]»ke to tripping ebb, that ilole 
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Witii soft foot tnw^ards the deep ; who now had stopt 

Hitsluiceii, as the Heay^n his windows shot. 

The ark no more now floats, hnt seems on gmund, 850 

Ftit on the top of some high mountain fixM. 

And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear ; 

With clamour thence the rapid currents drive, 

Tiiwards the retreating^ sea, their furious tide. 

Fordiwith from out the ark a raven flies, 856 

Aad after him, the surer messenger, 

A dove sent forth once and again to spj 

Gieen tree or ground, whereon his foot may light 3 

The lecomd time returning, in his bill 

Ai olive leaf he brings, specific sign : 860 

Amu dry ground appears, and from his ark 

ne ancient sire descends, with all his train : 

nen widi iipli^d hands, and eyes devout, 

Oniefal to Heaven, over his head beholds 

A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow 865 

Coiiq;>icaons with three listed colours gay, 

Betokening peace from God, and covenant new. 

Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad, 

GfMdy rejoiced ; and thus his joy broke forth. 

''O tiion, who future things canst represent 870 

As present, heavenly instructor ! I revive 
At diis last sight ; assurM that man shall live, 
With sll the creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Vat less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy^, than 1 rejoice 875 

Forme man found so perfect, and so just, 
nat God Toaduafes to raise another worid 
and all his anger to forget. 
fy what mean those colourM streaks in Ueay*n 
If tbe bum of God appeas* A ? 
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Or serve they, m a flowery Ter§^e, to bind 
The fluid skirts of that same watery cload, 
Lest it again dissolTe, and shnwV the earth ?'^ 

To whom th^ arch-ang-el. " Dext^rovsly thou aim'st ; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, i 

Though late repenting him of man deprarM 5 
GrievM at his heart, when looking down he saw 
The whole earth fiUM with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way ; yet, those removed, 
Such grace shall one just man find in his sight, I 

That he relents, not to blot oat mankind, 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood ; nor lat the sea 
Surpass his bounds; nor rain to drown the world, 
With man therein or beast ; but, when he brings i 

Over the earth a clond, will therein set 
His triple-colourM bow, whereon to look, 
And call to mind his covenant : day and nighty 
Seed-time and harvest, heat and hoary frost, 
Shall hold their course; till fire purge all tilings new, 
Both Heav'n and Earth, wherein the just shall dwell. 

• 

END OF BOOK Xf. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

T%e angel Michael continues^Jrom the Jloodj to relate 
shall succeed; then, in the mention ofAbrahamj con 
degrees to explain^ who that seed of the woman shtL 
which was promised Adam and Eve in the Jail ; Msi 
notion, decUhy resurrection^ and asc^ion / the eUUe < 
ichurch till his second coming. Adam, greatly satisfies 
recomforted by these relations andpromisesy descent 
hill with Michael : wakens Eve, who all this whili 
slept, but with gentle dreams Composed to gutetw 
mind and submission. Michael in either hand leads 
out of Paradise, thejiery sword waving behind them 
f he cherubim taking theirMations to guard the place. 
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BOOK XII. 

who in his journey bates at noon, 
I bent OQ speed ; so here the areh-angpel pansM 
t the world destroyM and world restored, 
n autfht peifaaps might interpose : 
'idi transition. sweet new speech reramea. 

OS hMt Aioa seen one world begin, %nd end ^ 
in, as fiinn a second slock, proceed. 
MMt thou ftt to see ; Vat I perceive 
>r(al sight to foil ; objects di?ino 
pedi in^wir aa^vcaiy human sense : 19 

orthTThal is tu Snic 1 will relate ; 
lercfore -giTe dne aadiencc, and attend, 
cond source of men, while yet but few, . . 
lile the dread of jndgnent past refliauiir 
u dieir minds, fearing the Deity, Tl 

)me regard to whiit is just and right 
»m1 thrir lives, and multiply apace j 
ig the soil, and reaping plenteous crop, 
vine and oil ; and, from the herd or flockf 
rificing bulhcfc, lamb, or kid, W 

&rge wine-offerings ponr^d, and sacred feast^ 
pend their days in joy uablam^d ; and dwell 
ime in peace, by families and tribes, 
paternal rule: till one shall rise 
ud ambitious heart ; who, not content S£> 

lir equality, fraternal state, 
Togutc dominion nndeservM 
h brethren, and4]uite dUponess 



{ 
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Concord and law of nature from the earth j 

Hunting* (and men, not beasts, shall be his game) 

With war and hostile snare, such as refuse 

Subjection to his empire. tyrannous : 

A mig'htj hunter thence he shall be stylM 

Before the Lord j as in despite of Heaven, 

Or from Heaven claiming* second sovereignty ; 

And from rebellion shall derive bis name, 

Though of rebellion others he accuse. 

He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 

With him or under him to tyrannize, 

Marching from Eden tow^ards the west, shall find 

The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 

Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell : 

Of brick, and of that stuff, they cast tf^uild 

A city^ and tow^*, whose top may reaflltoUeaT*n; 

And get themselves a name j lest, far dispersM 

In foreign lands, their memory be lost ; 

Regardless whether good or evil fame. 

But God, who oft descends to visit men 

Unseen, and through their habitations walks 

To mark their doings, them beholding soon. 

Comes down to see their city, ere the tower 

Obstmct Heav^n-tow'i'S ; and in derision sets 

Upon their tongues, a various spiVit, to raze 

Quite out their native language ; and, instead^ 

To sow a jangling noise of words unknown : 

Forthwith a hideous gabble rises loud, 

Among the builders ; each to other calls 

Not understood j till hoarse, and all in rage, 

AsmockM they storm ; great laughter was in Heaven, 

And looking down, to see the hubbub strange, 
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Ami bear the din ; thus was the building left 
Bidiculoiis, and the wurk Confusion nuinM." 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly di^h^asM. 
* O execrable son ! so to aspire 

Above his brethren ; to himself iutsnming* 65 

Aithority usurped, from God not giren ; 
Br gnve us only over beast, fish, fowl, 
BiMiinion absolute ; that rigfht we hold 
Bf his donation ; but man over men 

Br nmde not lord : such title to himself 7B 

Bewrving, human left from human free. 
BM this usurper his encroachment proud 
ftijtiiot on man; to God his tow> intends 
Siege and defiance : wretched man ! what food 
W31 he convey np thitlji^r, to sustain 75 

fiauelf and his rash army; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine biff entrails f^ross. 
And iamish him of breath, if not of bread !" 

To whom thus Michael. *' Justly thou a))horr\t. 
Ast son, who on thi: quiet state of men SO 

Sudk trouble brought, affecting to 8ii]>dne 
Buintiai liberty ; yet know withal, 
Kace thy original lapse, tme liberty 
b kM(, which always with right reason dwells 
TWinn*d, and from her hath no dividual being : S& 

m in man obsciirM, or not obeyM, 
lediately iuordiimtc deKires^ 
And n|istart passions, catch the government 
fnm n^ason ; and t(» Rer\ iiii'if reduce 

BaOy till then free. Thercforr, Kiuce he permits S^ 

Within himself unworthy puw'rs to ri'i^n 
Ofitr free reason, (iimI. in judgment just, 
^bjectx hiiti tVoni iritJu.iit to violent \urf\s . 
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Who oft as undeservedly inthral 
Hii outward freedom : tyranny must be ; 
Though to the tyrant thereby no excuse. 
Tet sometimes nations will incline so low 
From virtue, which is reason, that no wrong, 
But justice, and some fatal curse annexed, 
Deprives them of their outward liberty ; 
Their inward lost : witness th* irreverent son 
Of him who built the ark ; who, for the shame 
Done to his father, heard this heavy curse, 
Servant of servants^ on his vicious race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world, 
Still tend from bad to worse ; till God at last^ 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His presence from among them, and svert 
His holy eyes ; resolving from thcncefor^ 
To leave them to their own polluted ways ; 
And one peculiar nation to select 
Prom all the rest, of whom to be invoked, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring : 
Him on this side Euphrates yet residing, 
Bred up in idol-worship ; O, that men 
(Canst thou believe ?) should be so stupid grown. 
While yet the patriarch liv'd, who 'scapM the flood,. 
As to forsake the living God, aud fall 
To worship thrir own work in wood and stone 
For gods ! yt^t him God the most High Touchsafe;» 
To call by vision from his father's house, 
His kindred, and false gods, into a land 
Which he will show him ; and from him will raise 
A mighty mition j and upon him shower 
His benediction so, that in his seed 
j\Un^tion9 shall be ble^t *, ke blii^|(\\l qWii«>. 
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wing to what land, yet firm lielieTM: 

n, but thou canftnoty with wiiat faith 

i» bis godiy hit friendu^ and native aoil^ 

laldea, peating now the ford t9$ 

m ; after him a cumbroiii train 

8 and flocks, and nameroas serf ttnda ; 

idVing poor, but tmstinipaU bis wrahfar 

od, who callM himy in a land unknown. 

be how attains } I see his teato IM 

about Seohem, and the neighboring plaia 
ih; there by pwmise bereceiTes 
lis progeny of all that land^ 
amath northward to tiie desert soudk | 

by their names I. call, though yet miiltm*d), 141^ 
ermon east Id the great fvesleni sea' j 
Sermon, yonder sea; each place behold 
>ect, OS I pomt them ; on-the shore 
Harmel ; here, the donble-fbnnied stream,' 

tnie limit eastwaitl: buthiasons MBf 

'rell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

nder, that all nation* of the eafth 

I his seed be blessed : by that seed 

it thy great XMiverer, who shall bmise 

peufsheftd; whereofto thee anon ]|# 

r shall be revealM. This patrisveh Uei^ 

aithful Abraham dnetime shall call^ 

ftnd of his son agtanddhild, leaves; 

m in faitb, in wisdom, and renown j 

mdchild, with twelve sons tncreas^d, departs 

anaan, to a land hereafter eallM 

Aivided by the river Nile; 

;re it flows, disguiging at sev*n moiltltf 

sea: tosojouinitt that land 
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lie coinrs, invited by a youngcer sou 100 

lu tiint> of dearth ; a si)U, whose worthy deeds 

Raise hiui to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh : there he dies, and lea?es his race 

Growing' into a nation ; and now grown, 

8u.spccted to a sequent kingf, who seeks lOfr 

To stop their overgrowth, as inmate guests 

Too numerous ; whence of guests he makes them slaTCt 

Inhospitably*, and kills their infant males: 

Till by two brethren (these two brethren call 

Moses and Aaron) sent from God to claim 17# 

His people from enthral ment, they return 

With glory\ and spoil, back to their promisM land. 

Rat first, the lawless tyrant, who denies 

To know their God, or message to regard, 

Must be compelPd by signs and judgments dire I 17i 

To blood unshed the rivers must be turn'd ; 

Frogs, lice, and flies, must all his palace fill 

With loathM intrusion, and fill all the land } 

II is cattle must of rot and murrain die ; 

Bofchcs and blains must all his flesh imboss, 1S9 

And all his people ; thunder mixM with hail. 

Hail mixM with fire, must rend the Egyptian sky, 

And wheel on th* earth, devouring where it rolls; 

What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 

A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 1^ 

Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green ; 

Darkness must overshadow all his boun<is. 

Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 

Last, with one midnight stroke, all the first-born 

Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds iM 

The river-dragon tamM at length submiCs 

To let his sojourners depart, and oft 
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Ics his stubliorn heart ; but still as ice, 
hardeuM after thaw ; til}, in his i-age 
ng* whom he late disinisitM, the sea 19& 

>ws him with his host ; but them lets pass, 
dry land, between two ciystal walls ; 
>y the rod of Moses so to stand 
'd, till his rescued g^in their shore : 
irondrous powV God to his saint will lend, 900 

h present in his angfel ; who shall go 
them in a clend, and piirar of tire ; 
T a cloud, by nig-ht a pilPar of fire ; 
de them in their journey, and remove 
1 them, while th* obdurate king pursues : .205 

fht he will pui-sue ; but his approach 
r>ss defends between till morning watch ; 
hroiigh the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 
oking forth will trouble all his host, 
'oze their chariot wheels : when by command 210 
once more his potent rod exteuds 
lie sea J the sea his rod oheys ; 
ir inibattled ranks the waves return, 
(Twhelin their war : the race elect 
wards Caiman from the shore advance S16 

:r\\ the wild desert, not the readiest way ; 
utVin^f on the Cauaauite ularmM, 
rriiV tilt ni inexpert, and fear 
them hack to Egypt, choosing rather 
utiis life with servitude; for life 220 

le and iirnoble is more sweet 
{"ii i n arms, where rashness leads not od. 
so s!i;ill ifu'v gain by their delay 
Vk i<l»' n'il'l«'riipss ; there they shall found 
fot'crouientj ami their gfreat ^aole cViowft *3^ 
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Throngh the twelve tribes, to rale by laws ordainM : 
Ctod from the mount of Sinai, whose grey top 
fittiali tremble, he descending', will himself 
In thunder, liglitning*, and loud trumpets* soaikl, 
Ordain them. laws ; part, such as appertaio 
To ciril justice ; part, religfions rites 
Of sacrifice ; informing^ them, bj tyften 
And shadows, of that destinM seed to braise 
The serpent, by wh^t means he shall achieve 
Vankind^s deliverance. But the voice of God 
To mortal ear is dreadfiil ; they beseech 
That Moses migrht report to them his will, 
And terror cease ; he grants what they besough^ 
Instructed that to God is no access 
Without mediator, whose high office nov 
Moses in figure bean ; to introduce 
One greater, of whose day he shall foretel, 
And all the prophets in their age the times 
Of great MessPah shall slug. Thus, laws and rites 
Established, such delight hath God in men 
Obedient to his will, that he vouchsafes 
Among them to set up his tabernacle, 
The holy One with mortal men to dwell: 
By his pre8(!ript a sanctuary is framM 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold ; therein 
An ark, and in the ark his testimony. 
The records of his covenant ; over these 
A mercy-seat of gold, between the wings 
Of two bright cherabim ; before him bum 
Sev^n lamps as in a zodiac representing 
The heavenly fires ; over the tent a cloud 
Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night, 
SlMve when they journey^ and at length iVe^ co^«, 
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Condocted by his angel, to the kuid 

IhromigM to Abrahan and hw seed : the rest 26() 

Were long to tell ; how many battles foagbt ; 

fbw maaj king* destroyed ^ and kingdoms won ; 

Or how the son shall in mid Hear^u stand still 

A day entire, and night's doe coarse adjourn, 

Mao's Toice commanding, < Sun, in Giheon stand, 265 

And thoo'raoon in the Tale of Aialon, 

Tin Israel overcome V so call the third 

Ilran Abraham, son of Isaac J and from him 

His whole descent, who thus sball Canaan win.'* 

Here Adam interpos'd. ^ O sent from llea?'n 270 

Sniightiier of my darkness, gracious things 
Ami Bast reveal'd ; those chiefly which concern 
Jnt^ Abraham and his seed: now first I iud 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eas'd ; 
Eiewhile perplex'd with thoughts, what would become 275 
Of me and all mankind : but now I see 
Hit day, in whom all iiations shall be blest ; 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 280 

AMH>ng whom God wiH deign to dwell on eartib, 
8a many and so various laws are gi?en 5 
8ft nyuiy laws argue so many sins 
Aaong them ; how can God with sudi reside ?** 

Towhom thus Michael. << Doubt iK»t hut that sin 285 
Wm reign among them, as <^ thee begot; 
Aid dierefore was law giv'n them, to evince 
VMr natural pravity, by stirring up 
fta against law to fight : that when they see 
htm can discover sin, bnt not remove, 30^ 

faiwe by ihtm ihsdowy^piAtioni weak) ^ 
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The blood of bulls and groatg, they may conclhde 
Some blood more precious must be paid f<Nr man; 
Just for unjust ; that, io such rigfhteousaess, 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 
Justification towards God, and peace 
Of conscience, which the law by seremonies 
Cannot appease, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and not performing cannot live. 
So law appears imperfect, and but given. 
With purpose to resig-n them, in full time, 
Up to a better covenant, disciplinM 
From shadowy types to truth ;. from flesh to ^rit; 
From imposition of strict laws to free 
Acceptance of laige grace ; from servile fear 
To filial ; works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore shall not Moses, though of Qo4 
Highly beloved, being but the minister 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 
But Joshua, whom the gentiles Jesus call, 
His name and office bearing, who shall quell 
The adversary sorpent, and bring back 
Through the world^s wilderness long wandered maqt 
Safe to eternal Paradise of rest. 
Meanwhile th<^y, in th 'ir earthly Canaan placed, 
Long time shall dwell a^d prosper, but when sins 
National interrupt their public peace. 
Provoking God to raise them enemies ; 
From whom as oft he saves- them penitent 
By judges first, then under kings ; of whom 
The second; both for piety renownM 
And puissant deeds, a promise shall receive 
Irrevocable, that his ngal throne 
for ever shall endure ^ the lik« ahiiM &Vji{| 



»hecy, that of the royal stock dS& 

d (so I name this king) shall rise 
fie woman^sseed'to thee foretold, 
I to Ahraham, as in whom shall tmsC 
ons, and to kings foretold, of kings 
; ; for of his reign shall he no end. dM 

I a long succession must ensue ; 
next son, for wealth and wisdom fam^d^ 
ided ark of God, till then in tents 
ng, shall in a glonous temple enshrine, 
llnw him, as shall he regbterM d36 

»d, part had 3 of bad the longer scroll ; 
01^ idolatries, and other tanks 
to the popular sum, will so incense 
to leare them, and expose ^eir land^ 
ty\ his temple, and his holy ark, 34i 

I his sacred things, a scorn and prey 
proud city, whose high walls thou 8aw*st 
:onfusion ; Babylon thence callM. 
1 captivity he. lets them dwell 
ce of seventy years ; then brings tliem baok^ 3D^ 
bVing mercy, and his corenant swoni 
d, established as the days of HeaT*D. 
1 from Babylon by leare of kings 
rds, whom God disposed, the house of God 
it re-edify ; and for awhile S60 

estate li?e moderate ; till, grown 
th and multitude, factions they grow i 
among the priests diasention springs, 
o attend the altar, and shonld nnist 
»ur peace : their strife poUutioa hringi «l36|!^ 

c temple itself : at last tkey seise 
otre, and regard not Davids «iM|ia *, 
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Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 

Anointed king Messiah mij^ht l>e born 

Barred of his rigfht : yet at his hirth a star 660 

Unseen before in Heaven, proclaims him come ^ 

And gfiiides the eastern sagpes, who inquire 

His place, to offer incense, mjrrh, and gold. 

His place of birth a solemn ang-el tells 

To simple shepherds, keeping* watch by nig-ht ; 26ft 

They g'ladly thither haste, and by a quire 

Of squadronM angels hear his carol sun;,'*. 

A virg'in is his mother, but his sire 

The powV of the Most High : he shall ascend 

The throne hereditary, and bound bis reig'u 39V 

With earth^s wide bounds, hisg-Iory with the Ileav^ni.** 

He ceased, discerning* Adam with such joy 
Snrcharg'M, as had like grief been dew^d in tears. 
Without the rent of words ; which these he breatbM : 

*' O prophet of glad tidings, finisher 376 

Of utmost hope ! now clear I understand ^ 

What oft my steadiest thoughts bare searcliM in vain ; 
Why our great expectation should be calPd 
The seed of woman: virgin mother, hail, . 
High in the love of Heaven ; yet from my loins jQSO 

Thou sbalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God Most fligh ; so God with man unites. 
Keeds must the serpent now his capital bruise 
lExpect with mortal pain : say where and when 
Their fight, what stroke shall bruise the victor's heel ?** 385 

To whom thus Michael. ^' Dream not of their fight, 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
Manhood to god-head, with more strength to foil 
Tbyeaemy; nor so is oveieomQ 300 
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whose fall from beaT*D, a deadlier braise, 
ed, not to give thee thy death^s .wound : 
he, who conies thy Savfour, shall recnre, 
desti'oyiugSatan, bnt his works 
}, aifid in thy seed : nor can this be, 996 

fulfiningf that which 4hou didst waiy^ 
ace to the law of God, iiBpos^d ^ 

lalty of dealb, and snirering' death ^ 
malty to thy transgression due, 

le to theirs which out of diine win-g^niir : j#M 

r can hig'h justice rest appaid. 
w of <xod exact he shall fulfil 
y obedience and by love, thoug*!! lavjC 
fulfil the law ; thy punishment 
U enduFC, by comings in the flesh #P& 

>proachfnl life and cursed death ; 
raing' life to all who shaH believe 
redemption ; and that his obedience^ 
td, becomes theirs by faith ; his meritB 
e them, not their own, though legal, works. .410 

is he shall live hated, be blasphemed, 
9n by force, judgM, and to death condeqiQ^d 
neful^nd accursed, nailM to the cross 
own nation 1 slain for bringing4ife ; 
the cross he nails thy enemies, 41S* 

^that is against thee, and the sins 
nankind, with him there crucify'd, 
» hurt them more who rightly trust 
his satisfaction ; so he dies, 

>n revives ; death over him no power 49^ 

oug usurp ; ere the third datvning light 
, the stars of morn shall see him rise 
his ff rave y fresh as the dawning UgVt^ 
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Tbj ramom ptii^ which man from death redeems, 

His death for man, as many as offerM life 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 

By faith not void of works : this g-odlike act 

Annals thy doom, the death thou shouldst have dy^d, 

In sin for ever lost from life ; this act 

Shall bmise the head of Satan, crash his strength. 

Defeating- sin and death, his two main arms ; 

And fix far deeper in his head their stings 

Than temporal death shall bruise the victor's heel, 

Or theirs whom he redeems; a death, like sleepy 

A gentle wafting to immortal life. 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 

Longer on earth than certain times to' appear 

To his disciples, men who in his life 

Still foUowM him ', to theiu shall leave in charge 

To teach all nations what of him they learuM 

And his salvation; them who shall believe 

Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 

Of washing them from guilt of sin to life 

Pure, and in mind preparM, if so befall, 

For death, like that which the Redeemer dyM. 

All nations they shall teach ; for, from that day. 

Not only to the sons of Abrabani^s loins 

Salvation shall bo preachM, but to tiie sods 

Of Abraham's faith, wherever throng-h the world ; 

So in his seed all nations shall be blest. 

Then to the Heav'n of lleav'ns he shall ascend 

With victory, triumphing throngli thn air 

Over his foes and thine : there shall surprise 

The serpent, prince of air, and drag- in cUuins 

TTirough all his realm, and there coufoiii)il"d Icavf : 

Then entexinto glory, and resume 
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at GocTs right hand, enlted liigh 
llnamesinHeaF^n; and theiiee shBll AoaN^ 
in world*! dinoliitioB diaU be rqpe, 

oiy* and pow*r to judge both quick and dead; 401^ 

e th* anfaitiifhl dead, but to reward 

ifiil, and receive fliem into bliai, 

rinHeaT'norEarth; f<HrthendieJSart|b 

IbeFuaditeyfiirh^pierphice ' 

is of Eden,iuid far happier d^rs.** 4dl 

ike tiie ardi-angel Michael ^ tiien paiit*d| 

eworid*! great period: andoornrej 

with joj and wonder, ihm nfAfd. 

•oodne«B infinite, goodness immense ! 

this good of e?il shall prodnecy 0f^ 

1 turn to good; more wonderM 

at which by creation first broaght forth 

itof darlLness! fhllofdonbt Istandj^ 

r I should repent me now of sin 

lone, and occasionM ; or rejoice 49 

inre, that much more good thereof shall fpri]i|^} 

more griory, more good* will to men 

od, and over wrstti graoe shall abonnd^ 

, if oar Deliyerer np to Heav*n 

ascend, what will betide the few, 40^ 

iful, left among &* nnfaithfol herd, 

imies of troth? who then shall gnide 

pie, who defend? will they not deal 

rith hu followers tiian with him they dealt ?** 

sure they will,^ said th* angel ; ** bat £rMi Umi?^ 

is own a Comforter will sedd, 4$fi' 

mise of the Father, who shall dwell 

'rit within them ; and the law of fhitb, 

g tiuough love, vpo» thffir haarti shaft wril^v ^ . 
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To g^uide them in all tratk ; and also arm 

With spiritimLfarmMur, able tn rrsitt 

Setan^s assaalts, and qnehch his fieiy dafii ; 

ff^t nwn.caii do against the m^- not afraid^ 

Though to the doath ; agtiinst soeh cnielties 

With inward consolations recomiiens^dy 

And oft sappdiilsd s* as shall aanaae 

Their proudest persecutors : for A« fSipiat 

MirM first on his apostles, whom he sendl 

To eTangcIi^r the nations, then on all 

BaptizM, shall thera with wondi<mi»gUb endoe • 

Tespeak all tongues, and do all miracles, 

As di«l their Lord before them. Thus (hey win 

Cfrcat numbers of each nation to receive 

With joy ttie tidings brought from tteav*n : at lengfth 

Their mi nistty perftwm'dj and race well run, 

Their doctrine and their story written left, 

They die j but in their mora,' as they forewarn, 

Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievous wolves, 

Who all" the sHcred mysteries of Hcav*n 

To their own vile advantages shall turn 

Of lucre and ambition ; and the truth 

With superstitions and traditions taint^ 

l>ft only in those written records pure, 

Though not but by the Spirit understood. 

Then shall they seek tn avail themselves of names. 

Places, and titles, and with these to join 

Secular powV ; though feigning still to act 

By spiritual, to themselves appropriating 

The SpiMt of God, promisM alike and giv*n 

To all believers ; and, from that pretence. 

Spiritual laws by carnal powV shall force 

Of everj conscience i \xwi ^hivh none shall find 



}m enroird, or w\ai tbe SpiMt wrifbatL 

n the heart eagniTe. WlliitwiD^tf|i>)r4ia\ 

cetheSfii^ntafgni^itiiri^^aMDiiiill Hf^ 

itort liberty? what, hirt nnbiiiU 

ng tempka, built I17 fiitt|L to.iteid^ 

wn faithy not aaotlier^s ? for, oa faiA^ 

fainft faith and coMoleny Qu ba liM^fd. ' ' ' 

•le? ]retiiiaiiy willpiMiQiie: ' 0f 

e heafj peite^tioB. di^ aiHA 

who ia the woi^pUp ffs^mtetp 

ft and troth ; the rejrfy fitf ifreafer paiL 

319 in outward rite* and fpeekrapfiMnt 

niatiifyM> tmthjdiall.TCCife f)|^ 

:k with fland'roiiff diliti, and wofflEl of fiddb 

be found: so ihaU the woild go <m| 

d malig^nant, to bad men benign; 

iter own weight groaahig ; tHI the il^ 

of respiration to fliejnii^ ■MV 

Dgeance to the wicked, tt letett 
so lately pronriaM to Ay aid, 
mian^s Seed ; obseniely flien ftretoid^ 
nplier known thy SaTionr and thy Linl| 

the clouds, from Aearen to be levaaTi §0 

f of the F^tther, to diswlFO 
rith his perverted world 3 dken raiia 
M cottflagraat niaas,puigM and relia^d^ 
eav'os, new Earth, age* of endtess date,i 
d in righteousness, and peace, aadlovey jUt 

g forth fruits, joy, and eternal Uha,** 
nded; and thus Adam last reply^d. 
soon hath thy prediction, seer bki^ 
M this transient worid, Ae raee of tifli^ 
le stand 6»M ! bevnad ban abyss. m^ 
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£teniity, whose end no eye can reach. 

jGreatljT instnicted I shall hence depart : 

Qreatlj in peace of thought, and have my fill 

Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain; 

Beyond which was my folly to aspire. 

Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best. 

And lore with fear the only God ; to walk 

As in his presence ; ever to observe 

His providence ; and on him sole depend, 

Mercifhl over all his works, with good 

Still overcoming evil, and by small 

Accomplishing great things, by things deemM weak 

Subverting worldly strong, and worldly wise 

By simply meek : that sofiering for trnth^ssake 

Is fortitude to highest victory, 

And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ^ 

Taught this by his example, whom I now 

Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest.^^ 

To whom thus also th* angel last reply^d. 
^ This having leamM thou hast attainM the sum 
Of wisdom ; hope no higher, though all the stars 
Thou knew'^st by name, and all th^ eUiereal pow'rs, 
All secrets of the deep, all Nattire^s works, 
Or works of God in Heaven, air, earth, or sea, 
And all the riches of this world enjoy Mst, 
And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add faith, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance ; add love, 
By name to come caird charity, the soul 
Of all the rest : then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradise, but shalt possess 
A Paradise within th^e, happier far. — 
Let ns descend now therafore {lomtihKttXov 
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Of speculation ; for the hour precise 

Exacts our parting \kence ; apd jiee ! the guards, j5S0 

By me encampM on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion ; at lyhose front a flaming sword, 

In signal of remore, waves fiercely round : 

We may no longer stay : go, wakep ISre ; 

Her also I with gentle dreams have cftlipi*d 035 

Portending good, and all her spPrits composed 

To Aeek suhmission: thou, at season fit, 

Ut her with thee partake what thou hast heard; 

Chiefly what v^ay concern her faith to knuvr, 

The great deliverance h^ her seed to come 000 

[For hy the woman^s sised) on ^1 mankind: 

Ihat ye may, live, which yflll be man^ daj^, 

Both in one faith unanimous, though sad, 

IVith cause, for evils past ; yet much more cheerM 

iVith meditation on the happy ead.^ 605 

He ended, and they both descend the hill ; 
Pescended, Adam to the bower where Eve 
Lay sleeping, ran before, but found her wak*d ; 
And thus with words not sad she him receivM. 

^ Whence thou returu^^t, and whither wenfst I know ; 610 
For God is also^ in sleep ; aiid drepimf advise, 
ISliich he l^^th sentpropitiousi fome gre^it good 
Presaging, siijice with sorroiy* and hearths distress 
Wearied I fell asleep : but noif lead op ; 
En me is no delay j with thee to go, Cn5 

[s to stay here ; without thee here to stay. 
Is to go hence unwilling ; thou to me 
Art all things under Heaven, all places thou, 
li^o for my wilful c^im^ art banish*d hence. 
Fhis further consolation yet secure {)90 

I i^urry hence 3 though all by me 19 lost^ 
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jBoefa (tLTOOT I unworthy am rodchsaTd, 
Bj Bif the promised Seed shall all restore/' 

Bo qpake our mother Ere ; and Adam heard 
Well pleased, hut answered not ; for now too nigh 625 

Th' ardi-angel stood ; and, from the other hill 
To their fix'd station, all in bright array 
The cfaerabim descended ; on the ground 
Gliding meteorous, as evening mist 

Ris^n from a rirer o*er the marish glides, G3Q 

And gathers ground fast at the laVrer^s herl 
Umneward returning. High in front advaucM, 
The brandish*d sword of God before them blazM 
Fierce as a comet; which with torrid heat, 
And vapour as the Lybian air adust, 635 

Began to parch that temir rate clime; whereat 
In «ithcr hand the hastening angel caught 
Our lingVing parents, and to th^ eastcru gate 
I^cd them direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the subjected plain ; then disapprarM. 64U 

They looking back, all th* eastern side beheld 
Of Paradise, so la^e tlicir happy scat, 
Wav*d over by that flaming bjraud ; the gate 
With dreadful faces throngM, and fiery arms ; 
Some natural tears th<*y dropt, but wipM theoi soon ; G15 

The world was all before them, where to choose 
Tlu'ir place of rest, and Providcucc their guide : 
They, hand tti hand, with %vandViug steps and slow, 
Through Eden took their solitary way. 
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BWK I. 

I WHO erewhilc the happy gfarden sungp, 

BjT one inan*s disobedience lost, now sing 

ReeoverM Paradise to all mankind, 

By one man's firm obedience fully try*d 

TluxNig'h all temptation, and the tempter foilM 5 

Ib all his wiles, defeated and repulsM, 

And Eden raisM in the waste wilderness. 
Thou spirit who led^st this g>lorioas Eremite 

Into the desart, his victorious field, 

Against the spiritual foe, and broughf st him thence 10 

% proof th* undoubted son of God, inspire 

As thou art wont, my prompted song, else mute, 

And bear through height or depth of nature's bounds 

With prosperous wing fall summM, to tell of deeds 

Above heroic, though in secret done, V> 

ft d unrecorded left through many an age, 

Worthy f have not remained so long unsung. 

Now had the great Proclaimer, with a voico. 
Jtfore awful than the sound of trumpet, cryM 
^pentance, and heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand d6 

7o all baptiz'd : to his great baptism flock'd 
Wi^ ^^c ^^ regions round, and with them came 
tj(om Nazareth the son of Joseph deem*d, 
1V» die flood Jordan, eame.as ih^n obscure, 
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Descij^d, divinely warmed, and witnesss bore 
As to his worthier, and woold ha?e resignM 
To him his heavenly office ; nor was long* 
His witness nnoonfirmM : on him haptizM 
Hea?*n opened, and in likeness of a dove 
The spirit descended, while the FUhei's voice 
From heaven pronouncM him his beloved Son. 

That heard the adversary, who, roving still 
About the world, at that assembly £unM 
Wonld not be last, And with the vmce divine 
Nigh thunder-struck, th' exalted man, to whooi 
Such high attest was giv*n, a while surveyed 
With wonder, then, with envy fraught and ragae 
Flies to his place, nor rests, but in mid-air 
To council summons all hu mighty peers, 
Within thick clotfds and dark tenfold involved, 
A gloomy consistory ; and Aem amidst. 
With looks aghast and sad, he thus bespake : 

O ancient powers of air, and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention air, 
This onr old conquest, than remember hell, 
Oar hated habitation^ well ye know 
How many ages, as the yeara of men. 
This universe we have possessM, and ruFd, 
In manner at onr will th' affairs of earth, 
Since Adam and his facile consort £?e 
Lost Paradise, deceivM by me *, though since 
With dread attending when that fatal wound 
EHiall be inflicted by the seed of Eve 
Upon my head ; long the decrees of heaven 
Delay, for longest time to him is short; 
And now, too soon for us, the circling hours 

Tim dreaded time have ci)ip]^^'d)^^^i^\(i^^ 
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bide the stroke of tliat long- threatenM wouimI, 

ast if so we can, niui b} the head GU 

m be not intended all our pi>wer 

! infring-M, our freedom and our being", 

s fair empire vvou of eai-th and air ; 

lis ill news I briug, the woinan^s seed 

nM to this, is late of wdinuu born : 65 

Irth to our just fear g-ure no small cause, 

isgfrowth now^ toyouth^s full flow'r displaying" 

brtue, grace, and wisdom to achieve 

fs highest, greatest, multiplies my fear. 

e him a great prophet to proclaim 70 

iming, is sentharbidger, who all 

's, and in the consecrated stream 

nds to wash off sin, and fitthem so 

ed to receive him pure, or rather ' 

I him honour as their king ; all com^, 76 

le himself among them was baptizM, 

ence to be more pore, but to receive 

estimony of heaven, that "tyho he is 

ceforth the nations may not doubt ; I saw 

rophet do him reverence, on him rising 80 

f the water, heaven above the clouds 

d her ciystal doors, thence on his head 

rfect dove descend, whatever it meant, 

)ut of heav^ithe sovVeigu voiee I l^eard^ 

is my Son beloved, in him am pleasM, 85 

other then is mortal, but his sire 

ho obtains the monarchy of heaven ; 

ivhat will he not do t^ advance his Son ? 

rst begot we know, und sore have felt, 

I his fierce thunder drove us to fhe deep 5 90 

(Z1/9 is wc must learn : for man he^^Xti^ 
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In all his liueaments, thougfh in his £sce 

The g-Iimpses of his Father's glory shine. 

Ye see our danger on the ntniost edge 

Of hazard, which admits no long dehate, 

Bat must with something sudden he opposed. 

Not force, bat well-couch*d fraud, well-woven snaxes. 

Ere in the head of nations he appear, 

Their king, their leader, and supreme on earth. 

I, when no other durst, sole undertook 

The dismal expedition to find oat 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit pe^formM 

Successfully : a calmer voyage now 

Will waft me j and the way, found prosperous once, 

Induces best to hope of like success. 

He ended, and his words impression left 
Of much amazement to th* infernal crew, 
Distracted and surprizM with deep dismay 
At these sad tidings ; but no time was then 
For long indulgence to their fears or grief : 
Unanimous they all commit the care 
And management of this main enterprize 
To him, their great dictator, whose attempt 
At fii-st against mankind so well had tbrivM 
In Adanrs oveilbrow, and led their march 
From heirs deep-vaulted den to dwell in light. 
Regents, and potentates, and kings, yea gods, 
Of many a pleasant realm and province wide. 
So to the coast of Jordan lie directs 
His easy stpps, guarded with snaky wiles. 
Where he might likeliest find this new decIarM, 
This man of men, attested son of God, 
Temptation and all guile on him to try ; 
^ tif sahvevi whom he suspected raUM 
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is rt'ign on earCfi so (ong" enjoyM : 125 

ary, unweef ing* he fuIfiflKd 

mM counsel, pre-ordainM and fix*d, 

)st High, who in fnll frequence bright 

;, thus to Gabriel smiling spake : 

, this day by proof thou shalt behold^ 130 

all angels conrersant on earth 
I or men^s affairs, how I begin 
that solemn message, late 

I sent thee to the virgin pure 
*, that she should bear a son ul5 

renown, and callM the Son of God ; 
*8t her doubting how these things could be 
virgin, that on her should come 

Ghost, and the PowV of the Highest . 
>w her ; this man, born and now upgrown, 14D 
him worthy of his birth divine 
I prediction, henceforth I expose 
: let him tempt, and now assay 
st subtlety, because he boasts 
its of his great cunning to the throng 145 

i>sta«^y ; he might have learnM 
weening, since he failM in Job, 
nstnnt perseverance overcame 

his cruel malice ctmld invent. 

lail know I can produce a man 150 

: seed, far abler to resist 

licitations, and at length 

st force, and drive him back to hell, 

by conquest what the first man lost 

' surprised. But first I mean 156 

se him in the wilderness ; 

<baU &rst lay down the nidlmente 
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I 

Of his great warfarp, ere I send him forth 
To conquer sin and death, the two grand foes, 
By hnuiiliation and strongs suffcranf:e : 
His weakness^ shall oVrconve satanic streng^th'^ 
And all the world, and mass of sinful flesh : 
That all the angels and ethereal powers, 
7 hey now, and men here^fler may discern, 
From what consummate virtue I have chose , 
This perfect man, by merit callM my Son, 
T» earn salvation for the sons of men. 

So spake th' Eternal Father, and all heav^ni 
Admiring stood apace ; then into hymns 
Burst forth : and in celestial measures movM 
Circling the throne and singing, while the hand 
Sung with the Toicc, and this the argument : 

*^ Victory and triumph to the Son of God 
Now entVing his great duel, not of arms, 
But to vanquish by wisdomi hellish wile^. 
The Father knows the Son : therefore secure 
Ventures his filial virtue, though uwtry'd, 
Against whate\ r may tempt, whateVr seduce^ 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. 
Be frustrate, all ye stratagems of hell 
And de^ilioh niachinutions come to nought.^* 

So they in heaven their odes and vigils tunM ; 
jMraiuvljile the Son of God, who yet some days 
Lodg\l in Uetharaba where John baptizM, 
Musing and much revolving in his breast, 
IJow best the mighty work he might begin 
Of savi.iiir to umnkiad, and which way first 
Publish hia godlike office now nwiture, 
One day forth walkM alone, the spirit leading, 
And his deep thoughts, the better to converse 
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With solitude, till far from tract of men, 

Thougfht following thoiigfht, and step by step led on ; 

Be enterM now the bordVing* desart wild, 

And with dark shades and rocks enFironM round, 

His holy meditations thus pursaM : 103 

O what a multitude of thoug-hts at once 
AwakenM in me swann, while I consider 
What from within I feel myself, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
lU sortinjif with my present state compaf d * 200 

Klien I was yet a child, no childish play 
To me was pl(>a!iini>- ; all my mind was set 
Sericiis to learn and know, and thence to do 
What might be public good ; myself I thought 
Born to that end, horn to promote all truth, 2(1(> 

All righteous things : therefore above my yeai;^ 
The hiw of God 1 read, and found it sweet, 

Hade it my whole delight, and in it grew 

To such perfection, that ere yet my age 

Emd measurM tw ice six years, at our great feast 2 1 

f went into the temple, there to hear 

The teachers of our law, and to propose 

Uliat might improve my knowledge or their own j 

And was admirM by all ; yet this not all 

To which my spirit a:»pii-M ; victorious deeds 2lo 

FTam\l in nty heart, heroic acts, one whil^ 

To rescue Israel from tlic Rom:in yoke. 

Then to subdue and quell o^er all the earth 

Brute vitdence and proud tyrannic power. 

Till truth were freed, and equity restoiM : '220 

Vet he-Id it nmrr humane, more heav'nly first 

By winning words to conquer willing heaits, 

And make persuasion do (be work of fvar y 
Vol.. il. 32 
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At least to try Bud teach the erring- send 
NMi^ilfUlty Misdoing, hat an^warfe 
Misled ; the gtahhom only to sabdne. 
These growing* thoug^hts my mother soon perccinnj^ 
Byi^ords ottimes cast forth, inly rrjoic^d, 
And said to me apart, llig-h are thy ihoiig^hts, 
O son, bat nourish them, and let them sour 
To what heig-ht sacred vivtae and trae worth 
Can raise them, thoug-h ahove -example high ; 
By matchless deeds, expveas thy matchless Sire, 
for know, thou art no son of mortal man^ 
Though men esteem thee -low of parentage 
Thy father is th* eternal King who rales 
All bcav''n aud«arth, ang-els and so«s of men^ 
A -messenger from God foretold thy bif<h 
CSoiiceivM in me a virgin ; he foretold 
Thou sliould^st be gfreat,xind sit on David^s throne. 
And of thy kingdom -there should be no end. 
At thy nativity a glorions cho-ir 
Of angels in the fields of Bctiilehem sung 
T«» shopUerds watching at their folds by night. 
And told iheni the M<"Rsiah now wasbcim, 
Where they might sec him, and to thee they came, 
DirecteH to the nmiiger wher*> thoTi layV, 
For in the inn was K'ft no better room : 
A star, nots«?rn bt'fore, in heav'n appeannsf 
Ijiiidi^d the wise mm thUherfr^Tn the east, 
To honour thee with incense, mynb, and g"^]d. 
By whose bright coui-sc 4ed «n thoy found the pbir.r. 
Affirming K thy star, now grav'n in heav'n, 
By which tbey i<ncw the king of tsriK'l born. 
Just Simoon, and prophetic Anna, warii''d 
liy viuiou^ io^iA thee in the' t.om\A*», ^nd %^^r. 
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jRofore the altar and tLe vf stc-d priest, 

Like things of thee to ull that prehcut stood. 

This having hoard, strait i again revolv'd 

The luw and prophets, searching' what was wrK 2G0* 

Concerning the Messiah, to our scrihes 

Known partly, and ipon found of whom they spak^ 

1 an ; this chiefly, that iny way must lie 

Through many a bard assay ev'n to the death, 

£ie 1 the promisM kingdom can attain, 3G^ 

Or work redemption fur mankind, whose siua 

full weight must he transferred upon my head. 

Yet neither thus disheartenM ordismayM, 

Thu time preiixM 1 waited, when hehuld 

1 he baptist (of whose birth I oft had heard, 270 

Not knew by sight) now come, who was to comet. 
Before Messiah, and his way prepare ^ 

I, as all others to his baptism came, 

\VhiA:h 1 believe was from above ', but he 

Straight knew uie, and with loudest voice proclaimM 27(2. 

Mo him, (for it was shown him so from heav'u,) 

Me him whose harbinger he was ; and fin^ . 

llcfu&M on me his baptism to confer, 

As nmch his greater, and was biirdly won : 

But as I rose out of tlie laving streum, 280 

}Icav%i openM her eternal doors, from whence 

The Spirit descended on me like a dpve, 

i\nd last the sum of all, my Father^ voice, 

Audibly heard from heaven, pronoiincM me his. 

Me Itts beloved sou, in whom alone , 28i> 

He wus well pleasM ; by which I knew the tim^ 
NowfuU, that 1 no ntorc should live oliscure, 
|)ut openly begin, as best becomes 
Th* authority whic^h 1 dcrivM from hea^'o. 
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And now }iy some vtroo^f motion laui led 
luto thU wilJeraefs, to what intent 
J ieara not yet, perhujM I need not know ; 
For what concerns my kuowledg-e God re?cab« 

So spake our luoruintjr-star, tkeu in his rL»e; 
And lookinijf round, on erei-y side beheld 
A puthlcM di'surt, du«k with horrid shadoi j 
The M ay he cumo not having mark'4, return 
Was difficult, by huaiau hteps untrod; 
And he still on was led, but with such thoug'bts 
Accompanied of things past and to come 
Lodg'M in his breiist, as well mig'ht recommenil 
Such solitude before choicest society. 
Full forty days he passM, whether on hill 
Sometimes anon in shady vale, each ni^ht 
Under the covert of sjme ancient oak 
Or cedar to defend him from the dew, 
Or harbourM in some cave, is not reveard; 
Nor tasted human food) nor hunger felt 
1'iil those days ended, hungerM then at last 
Auiouj,'' wild beasts ; they at his sight grew mild, 
Nor sieepiag him nor walking aruiM, his walk 
The fiery serpent fled, aud noxious worm, 
The lion and tierce tiger glared aloof. 
i)ut uow an aged man in rural weeds, 
Following, as secmM the quest of some stray ewe. 
Or witherM sticks to gather, which might serve 
Against a wiater^s day when wind blows keen, 
To warm him wet retiirn'd from field at eve. 
He saw approach^ who first with curi(»us eye 
Perub'd him, then with words thus utterM spake : 

Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from pMh or road t)f men who pass 
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I»tro«p or cara?aR ? for singfle none 

Durst ever, who returned, and dropt not here 

Hit carcase, pin^d with hang>er and with drought. 32^ 

1 ask the rather, and the more admire, 

For that to me tboa>s«ero\t the man, whom late. 

O^ aew haptiaing- prophet at the ford 

0£ JoidlMLhouoiirM so, and call thee son 

Of €Sod ; t saw and heard, for we sometimes 3*^ 

Who dwell this wild, constraint by want come forth 

To town or village nigh, (nighest is far) 

IVhere ought we hear,, and curious are to hear 

What happens new ; fame also finds us out. 

To whom the son of God : who brought me hither 
WUl bring me hence-; no other guide I seej(. 33i> 

Sy miracle he may, rcply^d the swain^ 
Whatothec way 1 see not, fur we here 
'Mf« on tough roots and shrubs, to thirst >aar*d 

More Uian the camel,, and to d)rink go far, ZiO 

Wen to much misery and hardship boni ;, 

But if thou be the son of God, command 

^Xhat out of these hard stones be made thee bread ; 

So shaltthou save thyself, and us relieve 

V'ltk food, whereof we wretched seldom taste . 3 1^ 

He ended, and the Son of God'replyM: 

Think'st thon such force in bread ? is it not writteo- 

(For I discern thee other than thou seem^st) 

Han lives not by bread only, but each word 

Fmceeding from the mouth of God. Who fed <>S^0 

Odr fathers here with manna? in the mount 

Kates was forty days, nor ate nor drank ; 

And forty days Elijah without food 

Wamlei'dthu h9ja:ea waste; the same I no^v- ; 
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Why dost thou then sugfgfeat to me distrust, 

Knowingf who I om, at 1 know who thon art ? 
W^am thus answered th^ arch-fieud now undisguised. 

Tis true, I am that spirit unfortunate, 

Who IcagpuM with millions more in rash revolt 

Kept not my happy station, hut was driv*n 

With them from bliss to the bottomless deep ; 

Yet to that hideous place not so confinM 

By rijgpour unconniFing', but that oft 

hetkving my dolorous prison, I enjoy 

Lai^c liberty to round this g^lobe of earth, 

Or range in th' air, nor from the hea?'n of hearVi 

Hath he excluded my resort sometimes. 

I came among the sons of God, when he 

<iave up into my hands Uzzean Job 

To prove him, and illustrate his high worth 3 

And when to all his angeis he proposM 

To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud, 

That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 

1 undertook that office, and the tongues 

Of all his flattering prophets glibbM with lies 33S 

To Iiis destruction, as I had in charge ; 

For what he bids I do: though I have lost 

3Iucb lustre of my native brightness, lost 

To be beloved of God, I have not lost 

To love, at least contemplate and admire 39$ 

What I see excellent in good, or foir. 

Or virtuous, I should so have lest nil sense, 

What can be then less in me than desire 

To see thee, and approach thee, whom T know 

Declared the Son of God, to hear '« nt 385 

Thy wisdom, and behold thy godliKe deeds! 

Mea ffeuer&lij ihxak me much u {oe 
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ankind : why should 1? they to me 
d wrong or violence ; by them • 

what I lost, rather by them 390 

what I hare gained, and with them dwc41 
er in these regions, of the world, 
iposer ; lend them oft my aid, 
Ivice by presages and signs, 

rers, oracles, portents, and dreams, SQb 

they may direct their fatnre life, 
y say excites me, thus to grain 
3ns of my misery and woe: 
may be ; but long since with woe : 
»inainted, now 1 feel by proof, 40P 

iwship in pain divides not smart, 
pas ought each man^s peculiar load, 
isolation then, were man adjoined : 
ads me most, (what can it less ?) tliat man, 
] shall be restored, I never more. 406 

»m our Saviour sternly thus replyM : 
ly thou griev^st, composed of lies 
beginning, and in lies wilt end ; 
t*st release from hell, and leave to come 
cav^n of heav*ns : thou comV indeed, 410 

miserable captive thrall 
the place where he before had sat 
te prime and splendor, now deposed, 
emptied, gaz'd, nnpitied, shnnnM 
le of min or of icom 410 

host of heav*n : the h^ipy place 
» thee no happineii, no joy, 
flames thy torment, representing 
to thee no more oommonicablei 
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But thou art serviceable to heav*n*s King". 

Wilt thou impute to obedieuce what thy fear 

Extorts or pleasure to do ill excites ? 

What but thy malice morM thee to misdeein 

Of rigfhteous Job, then cruelly to* afflict bim 

With all inflictions ? But his patience won. 

The other service was thy chosen task, 

To be a liar in four hundred months ; 

For l3ring' is thy sustenance, thy food. 

Yet dioo pretend'st to truth ; all oracles. 

By thee are giv*n, and what confessed more true 

Among the nations ? that hath been thy craft, 

By mixing somewhat tme to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy answers ? what but dark 

Ambiguous, and with double sense deluding. 

Which they who ask^d have seldom understood. 

And not well understood as good not known ? 

Whoever by consulting at tiiy shrine 

RetumM tiie wiser, or the more instruct 

To fly or follow what concerned him most; 

And run not sooner to his fatal snare ? 

For God hath justly giv^n the nations up 

To thy delusions ; jusHy, since they fell 

Idolatrous: but when his purpose is 

Among them to declajpe his providence 

To thee not known, whence hast thou then thy truth, 

But from him or his angels president 

In every province ? who themselves disdaining 

To approach thy temples, give thee in oommaod 

What to the smallest tittle thou shah say 

To thy adorers; thou with trembling fear, 

Or like a fiswning parasite obey^st ; 

Then ta tbjr9«tf mv^'tX Ui« tcoth foretold, 
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But this thy .if lory shall be soou retrenchM ; 

No more shalt thou bj oracling* abase 455 

The Gcutik's ; henceforth oracles are ccas'd ; 

Ami thou no more with pomp and sacrifice 

Shalt be inquirM at Oelphos or elsewhere, 

At least in vain, for they shall find thee mute. 

God bath now sent his living oracle 400 

Into the world to teach his final will, 

And sends his spirit of truth henceforth to dwell 

Id pious hearts, an inward oracle 

To all truth requisite for men to know. 

So spake our Saviour j but the sulrtle fiend ; 4(?5 

Though inly stnng with anger and disdain. 
Dissembled, and this answer smooth returned : 

Sharply thou hast insisted on rebuke ^ 
And urgM me hard with doings, which not will, 
Bat misery hath wrested from me. Where 470 

£asily canst thou find one miserable, 
And not euforcM oft-times to part from tmdi^ 
if it may stand him more in stead to lie, 
Say and unsay, feign, flatter, or abjure ? 
Bat thou art placM above nic -, thou art Lord 3 475 

From thee I can, and must submiss endure 
Check or reproof^ and glad to ^scape so quit. 
Hard are the ways of truth, and rough to walk, 
Smr>oth on the tongue discoursM, pleasing to th* ear, 
And tuneable as sylvan pipe or song ; 480 

What wonder then if 1 delight to hear 
Uer dictates from thy mouth most men admire 
Virtue^ who follow not her lore j permit me 
to hear thee when I come (since no man comes,) 
\nd talk at least, though I despair to* attain. 485 

rhy Father, who is holy, wise, and pure. 
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Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieit 
To tread hiM iKicred courtM, aud uiuister 
About his altar, handling holy thiugfs, 
rrayinn^ or vowiug^ uad vouduard his roice 
T<» iialiuiui reprobate, a prophet yet 
laspirM ; disdaiu not such access to me. 

To whom our Saviour with uaalterM brow: 
Thy comings hither, thoagfh I know thy scope, 
I bid not or forbid ; do as thou tind^st 
Penuission from above ^ thou can^st not more. 
He added not ; and Satan bowing low 
His gray dissiuiidation, disappeared 
Into thin air diffusM : for now began 
Night with her sullen wiugs to double-shade 
The dcsart ; fowls in their clay nests were coiichM j 
And now wild beasts came foiih the woods to roam» 
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PAR ADISE REG AINED. 

BOOKn. ' 

lAHWHILS A« DewJbBptfaMy «1m jret temaiiiM 
Jiidaii wttk the llipkiBt,'«iiA ted n«» 
■ wteM tlwy hMrd M fatter ctprMdyicalfd 
MilleHwhSMidedfer'd, 

rfgBttMthigrlk^millioHtfWdl'belici?*^, 5 

4widi him tdk'd, tii4witfarliWltodg<*«)I mett 
Jw# —d Simon, faftwnn »ftrt ' tn ^ iwi , . ■. • r 

dii^lhen dimifh in bnl^ wtltliMlirinAM^ ' 
vmiMiaf hhnflieirJAf ivllHeiyKnM, - 
hlelyfonidyftiidioaliffQptlyiroBey 10 

g«a to dmiht ud doflhied miny dayiy 
mI at the daji iacreasM iiier0«s*d flieir danht : 
netiBes iheyihoaght he might he oiAj ehowiiy ■ 
idforatimejemigbtiiptoGod; wonee 

mee wasinthemoirot,aiidmi«iBrl<^S ^^ 

id £e ffrett TbiAite wlkd dh ikny wheelt 

tde «p t» hetf^fl, jet ftiwe egtuo to tome. 

leielbre at those jmmg' prapheti'dMB with care 

oght loit Elijah, M in ceeh ptaee thete 

ihtoBedmbaia; injerichoi ' ^ 

le eitjr* of palms, Eiioii,-aiid Salem old, 

idMBrm, aad each towti'or eitj walTd 

r thk side the hroad kite Qeneaffet, « 

fK Perea; hntietimM in vain, 

e&oothehwii[of Jordan, hjaereeic, 25 

lere wiods nith needs and osiers wVn(»^tliiiS ^^^ S 
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Plaia fishermen, oo greater^ men them call. 

Close in a cottage low together got, 

Their unexpected loss and plaints outbreathM : 

Alas! from what high hope to what relapse 
DnlookM for are we fairn ! oar eyes beheld 
Messiah certainly now come, so long . 
Expected of onr fathers ; we hare heard 
Ilis words, his wbdum full of grace and troth ; 
Now, now, for snre delireranca is at hand. 
The kingdom shall to Israel be restored : 
Thus we rejoiced, but soon our jojr is turned 
Into perplexity and new amaae 
For whidier is he gone, what accident 
Hath rapt him from us ? will he now retire 
After appearance, and agaiu«prolongy 
Our expectation ? God of Israel, 
Send thy Messiah forth, the time is come ; 
Behold the kings of th* earth how they oppress 
Thy Chosen, to what height their pow'r unjust 
They hare exalted, and bf hind them fast 
All fear of thee ; arise nud vindicate 
Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 
But let us wait; thus fur be hath pei formed, 
Sent his Anointed, and to us revealM him 
By his great prophet, pointed at and shoivn 
In public, and with him we have cunversM^ 
Let us be giad of this, and iili our fears 
Lay on his providence ; he will not fail, 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recall, 
Mock us with his blessM sight, then snnteh him henco ^ 
Soon we shall see our hope, or joy return. 

Thus they out of their plaints new hope resume 
To find whom at the first iih^^y f*m\>A \xww\«V\< • 
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Bat to his mother Maty, when she saw 60 

Others retumM from baptism, not her son, 

Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none. 

Within her breast thongh cahn, her hreast'thongch pnre, 

Motherly cares and fears got head and raisM 

Some troubled thoughts, which she in sighs thus clad : 05 

O what avails me now that honour high 
To hare conceivM of God, or that salnte, 
Hail highly favonrM among women blen'd ! 
While I to sorrows am no less advancMy 
And fears as eminent, above the lot 70 

Of other women, by the birth I bore. 
In such a season bom when scarce a shed 
Conld be obtainM to shelter him or me 
From the bleak air ^ a stable wts oar warmth, 
A manger bis ; yet soon enforc'd to fly 7^ 

Thence into Egypt, till the miird^rons king 
Were dead, who sought his life, and missing fillM 
With infant-blood the streets of Bethlehem ; 
From Egypt home retam'd, in Nazareth 
Hath been our dwelling many years : his life 80 

Private, unactive, calm, contemplative. 
Little su^icions to any king ; but now 
Full grown to man, acknowledge, as I hear 
By John the Baptist, and in public shown. 
Son ownM from heaven by his Father^s voice, 85 

1 lookM for some great change ; to honour ? no, 
Bat tronble, as old Simeon plain foretold, 
That to the fall and rising he shonld be 
Of nuiny in Israel, and to a sign 

Spoken against, that through my very sonl 9^ 

A sword shall pierce ; this is my fnvoiirM f(iS^ 
Mr exmitaiion to afllirtions high ; 
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Afflicted 1 ufiy be, it leemi, and Ue»M $ 

I will not arg-ue that, nor will repine. 

Dut where delays he now ? vome ipreat intent 9ft 

Conceals him : when twelfe years he scoree had leea^ 

I lost him hat so fonnd, os well 1 saw 

He could not lose himself;- bat went aboat 

His Father^sbnsiiicflg; what he meant 1 mus^d, 

Since understand : mndb mote his abeeoce now tfp 

Thus long to some great purpose he obscures. 

But I to wait with patience am inurM : 

My heart hath been a store-honse long of things 

And sayings laid up, portending strange events. 

Thus Mary pondering oft, and oft to mind Ifl^ 

Recalling what remarkably had passM 
Since first her salutation heard, with thoughts 
Meekly composM awaited the fulfilling : 
The while her Son tracing the desert wild, 
Sole but with holiest meditations fed, 110 

Into himself descended, and at once 
AU his great work to come before him set : 
How to begin, how to accomplish best 
His end of being on earth, and mission high ; 
For Satan with sly preface to return llA 

Had left him vacant, and with speed was gone 
Up to the middle region of thick air, 
Where all his potentates in council sat ; . 
There without sign of boast ? or sign of joy, 120 

Solicitous and blank he thus began : 

Princes, hf>av*n*s ancient sons, ethereal thrones^ 
Demunian spirits now, from th' element 
Each of his reign alotted, rightlier callM 
Pow'rs of fire, air, water, and earth beneath, lil6 

So may we hold our place aud t^e«e m\\d.««Nte> 
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WittMiit new trouble; mukmm 

Wnelt'i thm gar exyiJMMi Aiw-toWl ; 

€>oMeiiti^f m faU ff«f|ii0Boe tnr MipowctHI^ 130 

Hire Ibmid hi n, twwHIMhs- iMted hii% tat «Bd 

FHrodierlabovtpb««iid«i^pwa^/ . ■ 

Vluia wbm I ilMrft with Adamibfk of owb, . 

Though Adaa l^ bit wifeValknwratfi^l. 

Hai rgr cf to this n^»n inferiwr <b% - 1S5 

If he be maa bj molhe^ tidr «t leatt 

With marti thaa hnmaa gifts firoai faeairVadofai*dy 

AileetifHM absohile, giaeee dMae, 

Aadamplitflde of aiirtdy ta giaattal Amiky 

Thcfefore I aai ratm^d^/leiit ^iaideaai --> 1^ 

Of mj toccess with Eve lfl^I^ualli■a 

Deeeive ye to peiaaatioo afeiMHDa ; 

Of like sDCoeediiiy here ( IwaiiaaH • 

Bather to be iareadiiM9% with -hnil - 

OreoanciltoaiBiat; leetlartweial 1^ 

Thonght Dokic my «qaa), Mwr he mntwMkShfd*- 
So spake th* old sei^nt dknibtinf , aad^iaaijdl 

With elieuaoar was assuiM tiiaiff utasest aid 

At his coDUBand ; whea from a i i dst thai fosa 

Belial, the dissolntest spirit that leU| 150 

The sensoalest, and after A sandal < 

The fleshliest lomibus; aadthnsadfis'di ^ 

Set women in his eye^ aad ia his walk^ 

Among danyhtars of «te the iaiiait iMBd : 
■ Haay are in each r f g ia a passii if lair 15^ 

As the nooM^r anaiff lifca la g«Mc«aa 
h Than nortal erraterB% ffaaeM aad. diaeraet, 
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Persuasive, virgfin-majes^ with mild 

And sweet allaj^d, yet terrible to approach, 160 

8kiird to retire, and in retiring* draw 

Hearts after them tangled in am'rons nets. 

Such object hath the power to soften and tanus 

Severest temper, smooth the rngfged*sthrt>w, 

Enerre, and with Tolnptuoas h<^ dissolFC, 1A5 

Draw out with credalous desire and lead 

At will the manliest, resolutest breast, 

As the magnetic hardest iron draws. 

Women, when nothing- else begaild the heart 

Of wisest Solomon, and made him build, 199 

And made him bow to the gods of his wives. 
To whom quick answer S.itan thus retumM : 

Belial, in much uneven scale thou weigh^st 

All others by thyself; beeause of old 
Thou thyself doat^dst on womankind, admiring 175 

Their shape, their colour, and attractire grace. 
None arc, thou think'st, but taken with such toys. 
Before the flood, thou with thy lusty crew. 
False tilh^d sous of God roaming the earth, 
Cast wanton eyas on the daughters of men, 180 

And coupled with them, and begot a race, 
Have we not seen, or by relation heardj 
In courts and regal chambers how thou Iurk''dKt, 
In wood or grove by mossy fountain-side, 
111 vullpy or green meadow, to waylay 185 

Some beauty rare, Calisto, Clymene, 
Daphne, or Seiiiele, Antiopa, 
Or Aiuynionc, Syi lux, many more 
Too long, tlifu layMst tby scapes on names adored, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, 190 

Sut/r, or I' nan J or Sylvan ? but lUe&e Via,\m\.& u 
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])el|||]it not an ; awNiir tiM MM tf mm, 

Hew Muijr hftfe with « Mute BMle «mU aoeMit 

or beurty and hpr Innn, cttrilf MMiM 

AUlMraMMilli,oa««f4lu«r4dagiiwteiA! 195 

UnMMiber that Prileii wqnEioi/ 

A youth, hofr all the hawtiea of tha BMt 

lie a%l|Uj TiewM^ and iKghl^ ofcipaa'dl s 

Him he turaanM of Africa disMittM 

iDhbpri^ejoiiththefiurlberfaRBaid.. 200 

ForSoloniom he UvM at eaie; and fidl 

Of hoBoar, wealth, high foe, ainVI ant hcyoml 

Higher deaigB than to enjoj hh itale ; 

Tly^nee to the hait of woflMHi kj-ezpoaVI : 

Bnthewhon weattenptiawaieffiiu' 5S06 

Than SoUndoq, of Bore cxahed mind. 

Made and set whoUjr o» til* aeeoaqitiiluBeiit 

Of greateetthiogo} whafweaaaii win jott iad^ 

ThoQgh of this age the wender aad the luM, 

pn whom his leisure wiUvoadMafe as eye dlO 

Offonddfsire? orshoDldsheoonMenr 

Aisattiag queen adored OB hettBty^thniM, • 

]>t!teend with aH her womiDg diinM hegirl 

Toenamoar, as the aone ofTenas oaea 

Wrought that effect OB Jo?e,aofiMealdl; 215 

How would one look from his m i geati e hraw. 

Seated as on the t4^ of Tirtiie^ hfll, 

Bisooont^nanoe her despised, aad pot tOL rout 

AU her array: herfBrnak pride deject, 

Ortomtorereretawa; ftf hfe art ydamb 2Sa 

In the admiiatioB ealy af waafc miadi 

led eaptiTe } oeaae la ariMba^ and all har fluM9 

fUI flat and shrink lata ««rifiidliy, < 

itoeT<iyf«adeailWrtiiytii «f li y y iV 

5ft i 
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Therefore with manlier objecti we miut fry 285 

His constancy, with such as ha?e more show 

Of worth, of honour, glory*, and popular praise j 

Uooks whereon greatest men have oftest wreckM ; 

Or that which only seems to satisfy 

Lawful clcsires of nature, not beyond ; 230 

And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to bo found in the wide wildemcMs ^ 

I'hc rest commit to me, I shall let pass 

No^ advantage, and his strength as oft assay. 

lie ceasM, and heard their grant in loud acclaim 3 235 
Then forthwith to him takes a chosen band 
Of spirits likcst to himself in guile 
To be at hand, and at his beck ap|>eary 
If cause were to unfold some active scene 
Of various persons, each to know his part ; ^10 

Then to the desart takes with these his flighty 
Where still from shade to shade the Son of God 
After forty days fasting had remained. 
Now hungVing first, and to himself thus said : 

Where will this end ? four times ten days Fve passM 24Si 
WandVing this woody maxc, and human food 
Nor tasted, nor had appetite ; that fast 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
Of what I sutler here : if nature need not, 
Or God support nature without repast 250 

Though neediug, what praise is it to* endurq ? 
But now I feel I hunger, which declares 
Nature hath need of what she asks , yet God 
Can satisfy that need some other way, 
Though hunger still remain : so it remain 2Si5 

Without this body*8 wasting, I content me. 
And from the sUug <tf famine i^u uo banD^ 
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'or mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 
le. huugViugf more to do my Father^ s will. 
It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 26Q 

ommuuM in silent walk, then laid him dowm 
nder the hospitable covert nigh 
f trees thick interwoven -, th^re he slept, 
Dd dreamM, as appetite i» wont to dream, 
f meats and drinks, naturc*s refi*eshmeut swoet ^ 2d5 

im thought, he by the brook of Chcrith stood, 
nd saw the ravens with their horny beaks 
ood to Elijah bringing ev*o and morn, 
hough ravenous, taught to abstain from what they brought : 
e saw the prophet also how he fled 

kto the desart and how there he slept 371 

nder a juniper ; then how awakM, 
e fuand his supper on the coals prcpgr^J^ 
nd by tlie angel was bid rise and eat, 
nd eat the second time after repose, !27«'- 

he strength whereof snfiicM him forty itays ; 
ometimes that with Elijah he partook, 
ir as a guest witli Doufcl at his pulse, 
hiu wore out night, aud now the herald hiik 
eft his gronftd-uest, high tow'ring to descry 280 

ae roomys approach aud greet her with his song : 
ks lightly from his grassy couch up rose 
)iir Saviour, aud found all was but a dream, 
''asting he. went to sleep, aud fasting wukM. 
Jp to a hill anon his stepi he reurM, 2^' 

'rom whose high top to ken the prospect round, 
f cottage were in view, sheep cote, or herd : 
Ivt cottage, herd, or- sheep-cote none he saw j 
Hdy' in a bottom saw a pleasant grove, 
Vith ch»unt of tuneful birds refounding loud -, ^S^ 
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Thither he bent his way, detenDinM there 

To rest at qood, and enterM soon the shade 

Higrh-roord, and walks beneath, and. alleys brown. 

That opened in the midst a woody scene ; 

Kature*8 own work it seeniVl, (natnre taught nrt^) * 

And to a superstitions eye the haunt 

Of wood-gfods and wood-nj'mphs ; he viewed it roand, 

When suddenly a man liefore him stood, 

Not rustic as before, but sccoUier clod^ 

As one in city\ of court, or palace bred. 

And with fair speech these words to him addrcvM k 

With gfranted Icare officious I return, 
But much mo^e wonder that the Son of God 
In this wild solitude so long* should bide, 
Of all things destitute ; and well I know, 
3Not without huiigfer. Others of some note. 
As story tells, have trod this wilderness ; 
The fugcitive bond-woman with her son, 
Out-cast Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing angel ; all the race , 

Of Israel here had famishM, had not God 
Rain'd from heaven manna ; and that prophet bold, 
Native of Thebes, wandVing here was fed 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat : 
Of thee these forty days none hath regard, 
Forty and more deserted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jesus : what conclud'st thon hence: 
They all had need, I as thon seest have none. 
How hast thou hunger then ? Satan reply^d : 
Tell me, if food were now before thee set, 
Wouidst thoo not eat? Thereafter as I like 
The giver, answerM Jesus. Wliy should that 

4P(W$e tby refmal \ m^ ^^ v^"^^ tL«^^ 
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llut Ibou not rig-ht to all eniUA ibiagt > 

Owe DOt all creatum by jnM rig-ht la thee 

Duly mill terrier, nor to itiij till bid, 

t Bil tpndrrall tbFirpmt'r? nurmeMuu 1 

: Vnta by the Isw udcIcbii, or offer'd fiiM 

ITa iduli, tbtsc yoaog Daniel could rofiue i 
Kor proffcrM bj an enemj-, thougb who 
tVoulil iicnipl«that,irithiT*BI opprMi'ili beboU 
NatiUG atham'd, or better lo eapma, 
l^dobled that thou ibnulibthiiDger, batb puivej'd 
tnuB all the demenu her choiccM iton 
Ta treat tbee aa beteemi, and aaber Lord, 
WithboDour; onl; deign to titand eat. 

Be ^Ke no dream; (or lu hi* wurda had end, 
Oar Savionr lifted up hii eyei, beheU 
Id ample ipace nuder tbe brondeit ihade 
A table richlj ipread in repUmnds, 
With diihrapil'd, and Dfcali of noUnt toit 
AndnTonr, bouti of chuie, or fowl e(g»ate, 
In paiUT built, or from the ipit, or boii'd, 
tiria-amber-tteam'd j aii fith rroin aea or ibon, 
nvihel, or purlioi: brook, ofiheltordi, 
Aod eiqni>ite>t uume, for irhtch wai drain'd 
PoutUi, and Lucrioe buy, and Afric cooit. 
ATui, how iimide tolbeie calet corapar'd, 
H'oi Ibal crude apple tiuu diiened Eie '. 
AndatasUilrly liUe-baBrdb/jtbenine 
That fnernnl smell diffiu'd: in order Koori 
Tall itripliu^r yoiitha rich clad, of Iklrer hue 
TlmnOanyuii'dcorlljLu; dinunt oiare 
Under the trren uuiv Iripp'ii, uow tolemn >taad 
Nj'tnplia of Diana'i train, and Kaindea 
Wilh fniiii ami dow'n frmn Awalthca'i bun, 
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• 

And ladies of the Hesperides that seemM 

lUrer than feig'nM of old, or fahled since 

Of fairy damsels met in forest wide 

JBy nights of Logress or of Lyones, ' 

lAnceloty or Pel lens, or Pellenore : 

And all the while harmonioas airs were heard 

Of ehiming* strings, or charming pipes, and windi 

Of gentlest gale Arabian odours fonnM 

From their soft wings, and Florals earliest smelb. 

8iich was the splendor ; and the tempter now 

Bis invitation earnestly renewM. 

What douhts the Son of God to sit and eat ^ 

Thne are not fruits forbidden; no interdict 
Defends the touching of these viands pnre : 

Their taste no knowledge works at least of evil, 
Bat life preserves, destroys Iife*s enemy. 

Hunger, with sweet restorative delight. 

A^ these are spirits of air, and woods, and springs, 

Thy gentle ministers^ who come to pay 

Thee homage, and acknowledge thee their Lord: 

What doubt'st thou, son of God? sit down and eat. 
To whom thus Jesus temperately replyM : 

Sa^4st thon not that to all things I had right ? 

And who witlihol^s my pow^ that right to ose }- 

Shall I receive by gift what of my own. 

When and where likes me best, I can command? 

I can at will, doubt not, as soon as thon, 

Command a table in this wilderness. 

And call swift flights of angels ministrant, 

ArrayM in gloiy on my cup to' attend ? 

Why should»t thou then obtrude this diligence 

In vain, where no acceptance it can find ? 

4^4 with my hnnger what h»st thoq to d(^? 
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)0U8 delicacies I oontemn, QOO 

It thy specious gifts no gifts, but guiles. 
>m thus aaswerM Satan malcontent: 
ve also pow*r to gi?e thou aeest j 
powV I bring thee volnntaiy 
light have bestowM on whom I pleas^d^ 9S^ 

$r opportunely in this fHace 
impart to thy apparent needy 
ildst thou not accept it? but I see 
IR do or offer is suspect' ; 

things others quicl^y will dispcae, 4flll 

kins hare eacnM the £ur*fetchM spoil. Widk diit 
e and provision vanishM quite 
nd of harpies wings, and talons jieardj 
importune tempter still remained, 
I these words his temptation pursued: ^ff^ 

iger that each other creature tames, 
not to he harmed, therefore not mov'dj 
)erance invincible besides, 
lurement yields to appetite, 
hy heart is set on high designs^ 420 

ions; but wherewith to be achievM? 
ts require great means of enterprize t 
unknown, unfriended, low of birth^ 
Iter thy father known, thyself 
in poverty and straits at home, USk 

desert here, and hunger bit : 
ray or from what bope doit thou ai^a 
jiess ; whence anthojrity deriv^st ? 
lowers, what retinue canst thou gaii^ 
r l)ee]s the dimy multitude, 10 

than thou canst feed them on thy cost? 
tnnfftbonowrf frievds, eoi»LU«i^ Vi^vw&aNp^ 
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What laiiM Antipoter the Edomite, 
And his gon Herod placM on Judah*s throne^ 
Thy throne, hot gold thai got him paiaHint friends? 
Therefore if at great things thou wonldrt urirei 
Get riches first, get wealth, and treasare heap, 
ir<oMiffioah ff thon hearken to me ; 
Itichcs are mine, fortune is in mj hand ; 
They whom I favour thrire in wealth amain, 
While virtue, ?aloar, wisdom, sk in want. 
To whom thns Jesus patiently reply^d : 
Vet. wealth without these three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gainM. 
Witness those ancient empires of the earth, 
In height of all their flowing wealth dissolvM : 
Bnt men enduM with these hare oft attain*dy 
In^ lowest poverty to highest deeds : 
Gideon and Jeptha, and the shepherd lad. 
Whose offspring on the throne of Judah saf 
So many ages, and shall yet regain 
That seat and reign in Israel without end. 
httAnkfr the heathen, (for throughoat the world 
To me is not unknown what hath heen done 
Worthy* of memorial), canst tbon not remember 
Quinctius, Fabririns, Cartus, Regulus? 
For I esteem those namrs of men sapoor. 
Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches, though ofierM from the hand of kings. 
And what in mc seems wauting, but that I 
May also in this porcrty as soon 
Accomplish what they did, perhaps and more ? 
Bxtol not riches, then, the toil of fools. 

The wise man's cnmbrance, if not snare, more apt 

Tq s/Acken nrtue and abate Vt eA\s^) 
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pt her to do ought may merit praise. 
:h like ayersion I reject 
reahns ; yet not, for that a crown, 
how is but a wreath of dioros, 
o^ers, troahies, cares, and sleepless nighf» 
wears the regal diadem, #00 

is shoulders each niaa*f burden lies; 
stands the office of a king, » 

, virtue, merit, and chief praise, 
3 public all dds weight he bean. 10Bf 

> reigns within himself, and mle» 
;sires, and fears, is more a king, 
ry wise and Tiituoiis man attains: 
ttains not, ill aqnres to rale 
?n, or headstrong miiltitadeSy 470 

nself to anarchy within, 
passions in him which he series. 
:e nations in the way of truth 
doctrine, and from error lead 
.nd knowing worship Ood ar^ty 4I|I 

! kingly ; tfai» attracts the tool, 
e inner man, the nobler part; 
o'er the body only reigns, 
force, which to a g«n'rons mind 
^ can be no sincere delight. 4KB 

give a kingdom ht£tk been tjturaght 
d nobler done, and to lay down 
nagnanimons, than to asrame. 
nsedless then, both for fhemselvasi, 
y reason why they should be iOiigfai| 400 

Bceptre, oftest better missM. 

END OF BOOS. liv 
3>l 
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PARADISE REGAINEE 

BOOK III. 

SD spake the Son of God, and Satan itood 
A while as mqte, oonfonnded what to saj. 
What to reply, coDfnted and convinced 
Of his weak aif^ingp, and faUacioui drift} 
At length collecting' all his serpent-wiles, 
With soothing* words renewM, him thus accosts: 

I see thou know*st what is of use to know, 
What best to say canst say, to do canst do ; 
Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 
To thy lar^e heart gi^e utterance doe, thy heart 
Contains of good, wise, just, the perfect shape, 
fibauld kings and nations from thy month consult, 
Thy counsel would be as the oracle 
Urim and Thummim, those oraculous gems 
On Aaron's breast ; or tongue of seen old 
Infallible : or wert thou sought to deeds 
That might require th* array of war, thy skill 
Of conduct would be such, that all the world 
Could not sustain thy prowess, or subsist 
In bottle, though agaiust thy few in arms. 
These godlike virtues wherefore dost thou hide, 
Affecting private life, or more obscure 
In savage wilderness? wherefore deprive 
All earth her wonder al thy acts, (hyself 
Tbc fjamc and g-lory : glory lYi^ xt^ w\ 
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That sole excites to high attempts the flame 

Of most erected spiVits,' mott temperM pure 

Ethereal, who all pleasnres else despise, 

All treasurefl-and all gaio esteem as dross. 

And dignities aad powers all bat the highest ? 30 

Tby years are ripe, and over-ripe : the son 

Of Macedonian Philip had ere these 

Won Asia, and the throne of Cyras held 

At his dispose ; jronng Scipio had brought doim 

The Carthaginian pride ; yoang Pompey quellM 35 

The Pontic king, and in triumph had rode. 

Yet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, 

Quench not the thirst of glory, but augment. 

Great Julius, whom now all the world admires, 

The more he grew in years, the more inflamM 40 

With glory, wept that he had livM so long 

Inglorious : but thou yet art not too late. 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus rcply^d : 
Thou neither dost penuade me to seek wealth 
Por empire^s sake, nor empire to affect 45 

Por glory's sake, by all thy argument: 
Por what is glory but the blaze of fame. 
The peopled praise, if always praise unmizM? 
And what the people but a herd confused, 
A miscellaneous rabble, who extol 50 

Thiugs vulgar; and well weighed, scarce worth the praise ? 
They praise, and they admire they know not what. 
And know not whom, but as one leads the other j 
And what delight to be by such extolled. 
To live upon their tongues, and be their talk, fi6 

Of whom to be dispraised were no small praise ? 
His lot who (lares be singularly good.. 
Th' iutvUifft'Dt amcTif them, and the w\^ 
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Are few, and glory scarce of few is raised. 
This is true glory and renown, whpn God 
Looking on th* earth, with approbation marks 
The just man, and dirulges him through hea?*» 
To all his angels, wbo with true applaose 
Recount his praises : dins he did to Job, 
When to extend his fame throogh hear^o and earthy. 
As thon, to thy reproach, may*st well remember^ 
He askM thee, hast thou seen my servant Job ? 
ftoo:if he was in heay^n, on earth less known; 
Where gloiy is fatse gloiy, attributed 
To thing not glorious, men not worthy* of fame. 
They err who count it gU>rioiis to subdue 
By conquest far and wide, to orer-ruu 
L^rge countries, and in Acid great battleft win, 
Great cities by assault : what do these worthies. 
But rob and spoil, burn, slaupfhttT, and enslave 
Prnceablo nationf^ ueiglibViui^, or rnnoto. 
Made captive, yet desorv iug freedom more 
Thau those their conquerors, who leave bc'bind 
Nothing but ruin wluresoe'er they rove. 
And all the flourishing works of |>eace destroy, 
Then swell witiipride, rihI nuist be titled gitds, 
Great bouefuctors of mankind, deliverers. 
Worshipped with temple, priest and sacrif^pe j 
One is thf son of Jove, of Mars the other ; 
Till conqu'ror Death discover thorn 8(*arce men, 
Rolling in brutish vices, am^ deforniM, 
Violent or shameful death their due rexvard. 
But if there be in glory ought of good, 
It may by means far diflerent be attained 
IVitbaut ambition, war, or violence ; 
lijr deeds of peace, by wisdom cm'vnQut, 
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By patience, temperance : I mention still 

Him whom thy wrongfs with saintly patience borne 

Made famous in a land and times ohscure ; 

Who names not now with honour patient Job ? 95 

Poor Socrates, (who next more memorable ]) 

By what he taught, and suffered for so doing, 

for truth^s sake snfferiog death unjust, lives now 

Equal in fame to proudest conquerors. 

Vet if for fame or glory ought he done, 100 

Ought suffer'd ; if young African for fame 

His wasted country freed from Punic rage, 

The deed becomes unpruisM, the man at least, 

And loses, though but verbal, his reward. 

Shall I seek glory then, as vain men seek, ]C.'j 

Oft not deserved ? I seek not mine, but his 

Who sent me, and thereby witness whence I am. 

To whom the tempter, murmVing, thus reply M, 
Think not so slight of glory ; therein least 
Resembling thy great Father : he seeks glory, 11/) 

And for his glory all things made, all things 
Orders and governs ; not content in heaT*u 
By all his angels glorii^'d, rcquirea 
Glory from men, from all men good or bad, 
Wise or unwise no difference, no exemption ? ] IT, 

Above all sacrifice, or hallow'd gift 
Glory he requires, and glory he receives 
Promiscuous from all nations, Jew, or Greek^ 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declared ; 
From us his foes pronounc*d glory he exacts. \2\> 

To whom our Saviour fervently replyM : 
And reason ; since his word all things prodacV, 
Fhough chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
3iit to show forth hia goodness, and iiomt^. ^P 

34^ . r 
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His good Gommnnicable to every soul 

Fred J ; of wbom wliat coald ho less expect 

Hmn glory and benediction, that is, thanks, 

The slightest, easiest, readiest recompense 

From them who could return hitn nothing else, 

And not returning that would likeliest render 

Contempt instead, dtshonoar, oblo(]uy ? 

Hard recompense, unsuitable return 

For so much good, so much beneficence ! 

But why should man seek glory ? who' of his own 

Hnth nothing, and to wbom jiothing belongs 

But condemnation, ignominy% and shame ? 

Who for so many benefits received 

TurnM recreaut to Ood, ingrate and false, 

And so of all tmc good himself despoiled, 

Yet sacrilegious, to himself would take 

That which to God alone of right belongs ; 

Yet, so much bounty is in God, such grace. 

That who advance his glory, not their own, 

Them he himself to glory will adfance. 

So spake the son of God ; and here again 

Satan bad not to answer, but stood struck 

With guilt of his own sin, for he himself 

Insatiable of glory had lost all. 

Yet of another plea bethought him soon. 

Of glory, as thou wiit, said he, so deem, 

Worth or not worth the seeking, let it pass : 

But to a kingdom thou art born, ordainM 

To sit upon thy father David^s throne ; 

By mother's side thy father ; though thy right 

Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 

Hasily from possession won with arms: 

Judca now and all the promWd \»a4) 
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Eleduc^d a proviace under Roman yoke^ 

Obeys Tiberius ; nor ig always ruPd 

With temperate sway; oft hare they violated 160 

rhe temple, oft the law with fi>ul affronts, 

Abominations rather, as did once 

Antiochus : and ibinkV thou to regain 

Thy right by sitting still, or thus retiring ? 

So did not Maccabeus : he indeed 165 

RetirM into the desart, but with arms, 

And o^er a mighty king so oft prevaiFd, 

That by strong hand his family obtained, 

lliough priests, the crown, and David^s throne usurped 

With Modin and her suburbs once content. 170 

If kingdom move thee not, let move thee zeal 

And duty ; zeal and duty are not slow ; 

But on occasion's forelock watchful wait. 

They themselves rather are occasion best. 

Zeal of thy father's bouse, duty to free 176 

Thy country from her heathen servitude ; 

So shalt thou best fulfil, best verify 

The prophets old, who sung thy endless reign ; 

The happier reign the sooner it begins-: 

Reign then; what canst thou better do the while? 

To whom our Saviour answer thus returned : 180 

All things are best fulfilPd in their due time, 
And time there is for all things, truth hath said 
If of my reign prophetic writ hath told, 
That it shall never end, so when begin 185 

The Father in his purpose hath decreed, 
He in whose hand all times and seasons roll. 
What if he hath decreed that 1 shall first 
Be tryM in humble state, and things advene, 
Bjr tribnlatioaSf injuneMf insulUi^ "^Sl^ 
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Contempts, and scorns, and snares, and violence, 
Suffering, abstaining-, qoietly rxpeoCfng", 
Without distrust or doulit, that he may know 
What I can suffer, bow obey ? who best 
Can suffer, best can do ; host reifpi, who 6nX 
Well hath obey'd ; just trial ere I merit 
My exaltation without changfe or end. 
But what concerns it thee when 1 begin 
My everlasting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what moves thy inquisition ? 
KnowV thou not that my rising is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy destruction ? 
To whom the tempter inly rackM replyM .; 
Let that come when it comes } all hope is lost 
Of my reception into grace ; wlvat worse, 
For where no hope is left, is left no fear ; 
Jf there be worse, the expectation more 
Of worse torments me than the feeling can. 
I would be at the worst : worst is my port, 
My harbour, and my ultimate repose, 
The end 1 would attain, my final good. 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime : whatever for itself condemned, 
And will alike be punished, whether thou 
Reign or reign not ; thoiigh to that gentle brow 
Willingly I could fly, and hope thy reign. 
From that placid aspect and meek regard, 
Rather than aggravate my evil state, 
Would stand between me and thy Father^s ire, 
(Whose ire 1 dread more than the fire of hell,) 
A shelter and a kind of shading cool 

Jiiterposition, as a summer's c\o\vd. 

If I tbe^ to the worst tViM caiiA>e \iwit«^ 
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Why ino?e thy feet so slow to wlmt is bf at, 

Elappiest botli to tliyself and all the worM, S'2f)> 

That thoii who worthi«>8t art shiJuldM be tlieir king' ? 

Perhaps thou iinger^st in deep thoii^'-lits dctainM 

^f th"* enterprizo s<> hazardous and hig'h : 

No wonder, for though iu thee be united 

IVbat of perfection can in man be found, ^Ot) 

!>r human nature can receive, consider 

rhj life hath }et been private, most [Kirt spent 

At home, scarce view''d the Gallil/an towns, 

And once a year Jerusalem, few days 

Short sojonrn ; and what thence couldst thou obserre ? 235 

The world thou hast not seen, nmch less her gflory, 

Empires, and monarchs, and their radiant courts, 

Best school of best experience, quickest insight 

Id all things that to greatest actions lead. 

The wisest, unexpcriencM, will be ever 240 

Timorous and loath, with novice modesty, 

(As he who seeking asses found a kingdom,) 

Irresolute, unhnrdy, unadventVous : 

Bat 1 will bring thee where thou soon shalt quit 

Those rudiments, and see before thiuc eyes 24rj 

The monarchies of th* earth, their puutp and state, 

Sufficient introduction to inform 

Thee, of thyself so apt, in regal arts. 

And regal mysteries, that thou ntayM know 

How best their opposition to witlistand. 250 

With that (such powV was gir^i him then) he took 
The son of (lod up to a mountain high. 
It was a mountain at whose verdant feet 
A spacious plain out-sUelehM in circuit M'ide, 
lay pleasant : from his side two rivers ilow''d, 255 

TJie one winding, th' other strait, awd left\\ct^tt^ 
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Fair Champaign with less riren intervein^d, 

Then meeting', joinM their tribute to the «ea : 

Fertile of com the globe, of oil and wine ; 

With herds the paKtnres throngM, with flocks the hill 

Huge cities and high tnwerM, that well might seem 

The seats of mightiest monarchs ; and so large 

The prospect was, that here and there was roook 

For barren desart fonntainless and drv. 

To this high monntain-top the tempter brought 

Our Saviour, and new train of words began : 

Well hare wc speeded, and oVr hill and dale, 
Forest, and field, and flood, temples and towers 
Cut shorter many a league ; here Ihon behoId*st 
Assyria and her cmpire*s ancient bounds, 
Araxes and the Caspian lake, theuce on 
As far as Indus east, Euphrates west ; 
And oft beyond 3 to south (he Persian bay, 
And inaccessible th* Arabian drought: 
Ilei'e Niucvch, of length within her wall 
Several days journey, built by Ninus old, 
()f that first golden monarchy the seat, 
And seat of Salmunassf r, whose succ«fff 
Israel in lung- captivity still mourns; 
'Ihvrii Dalnlon, the wonder of all tongues, 
As nnci.'iit, hut rebniU by him who twice 
Judah and all ihv father David*s bouse 
I^d cn]»tivc', and Jerusalem laid waste. 
Till Cyrus set them free ; Persepolis 
His cify there thou see*t, and Dactra there j 
Ecbntaiia her btructure vast there shows, 
A)id lleeatompylos her hundred gates; 
Then: 8usa, by Choaspes, amber stream. 
The drink of none but kings •, ot \a\lex iyiWv% 
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It by Emathiaiiy or by Parthian handa, 290 

ite great Seleucia, Nisibis, and there 

axata, Teredon, Ctesiphou, 

ning', with easy eye thou may^st behold. 

these the Parthiaiiy uow some ages past, 

great Arsaces led, who fonnded first 295 

it empire, under his dominion holds, 

m the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 

1 just in time thou com^st to ha?e a view 

lis great power; for now the Parthian king 

:tesiphon hath gatherM all his host QOO 

linst the Sc^ihian, whose incursions wild 

e wasted Sogdiana ; tn her aid 

inarches uow in haste ; see, Uiough from far, 

thousands, in what martial equipage 

y issue forth, steel bows, and shafts their arms, o06 

H|ual dread in flight, or in pursuit; 

horsemen, in which fight they most cxeel; 

how in warlike muster they appear, 

hombs, in wedges, and half moons and wings». 

e lookM and saw what numbers numberless 31(t 

city.gates uut-pourM, light-armM troopfi 
oats of mail and militaiy pride; 
mil their horses clad, yet fleet and strong, 
icing, their riders bore, the flowV and choice 
nany provinces from boun<l to bound ; 3lt'> 

n Aracliosiu, from Caudahor east, 

Murgiaua to the Uyrcauian cliffs 
*uucu:»u8, and dark Iberian dales, 
a Atropatia and the neighbVing plains 
Ulialieu(v 3Iedia, and the south 3?(* 

•(i>iann, to Balsura^s haven, 
.-iM '.hem in their fomiB of baltlc Tas2'\l.) 
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How quick they wIieelM and ^y*ing behind them she 

Shur|> sleet of arrowy show'n against the face 

Of their piirsaers, and overcame by fligrhtj 

The field, all iron, oast a gleaming brown : 

Nor wanted clouds of foot, nor on each horn 

Cuirawters all in steel for standing fight; 

Chariots or elephants indonM with tow^is 

Of archers, nor of labMng pioneers 

A multitude with spades and axes armM, 

To lay hills plain, fell woods, or valleys filly 

Or where plain was raise hill, or overiay 

With bridges rivers proud, as with a yoke ; 

Mules after these, camels and dromedaries, 

And waggons fraught with utensils of war. 

Such forces met not, nor so wide a camp, 

When Agrican, with all his northern powers 

Besieged Albraca, as romances tell, 

The city* of Gallaphron^ from thence to win 

The fairest of her sex, Angelica 

His daughter, sought by many prowest knights, 

Both Payimn, and the peers of Gharlemain. 

Such and so numerous was the chivalry ; 

At sight whereof the fiend yet more presumM, 

And to our Saviour thus his words renewM^ 

That thou may^st know I seek not to engage 
Thy virtue, and not every way secure 
On no slight grounds thy safety ; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither, and shown 
All tiiis fair sight: thy kingdom though foretold 
By prophet or by angel, unless thou 
Endeavour, as thy father David did, 
TJiou never shalt obtain ; prediction still 
Ja all thiDga, and all men, «QppQ»«% xaewos > 
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Without means ns'd, whnt it predicts revokes. 

Bot say thou wert possrssM of Dnvid^s throne 

By free consent of ail, none opposite, 

Samaritan or Jew ; how couldst thou hope 

Long to enjoy it quiet and secure, 360 

Between two such inclosiuj^r onemies 

Rnrnaa and Parthian ? therefore one of these 

Thou must make sure thy own, the Pbrthian first 

By my advice, as nearer, and of late 

Fmiud ahle by invasion to annoy 365 

Thy country, and captive lead away her kings, 

Antigonus, and old Hyrcnnus bound, 

Maogre the Roman : it shall be my task 

To render thee the Pnrthian at dispose; 

Choose which thou wilt by conquest or hy league. 370 

By him thou shalt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can tnily reinstal thee 

In David*s royal scat, his true successor, 

Deliverance of thy brethn'u, thone ten tribes 

Whose offspring in his territory yet serve 375 

In I'abor, and omong the Medcs dispersed ; 

Ten tons of Jacob, two of Joseph lost, 

Thus long from Isntel, sening as of old 

Their fathers in the land of Egjpt served. 

This offer sets before the c to deliver. o8i> 

These if from servitude thou shult restore 

To their inheritance, then, nor till then, 

ThftU on the Thrmie of David ia full gh»ry ; 

From Egypt to F.iiphrutrs and beyond 

Hhnlt II igu, and ]{r)me or Ca'scr not need tear. 3f7» 

To whom our Saviour auhwerM tlir.s numovM; 

Much iisteiitatiou vain of fleshly arm, 

AutI fiiiirilc itimSf uiuth instrument 'c{ \^;it 
Vol. IL 3J> 
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Longf in preparing' soon to aotbin|^ broi^ht, 

Before mine eyes thou hast set ; and iu mj ear 

Vented much policy, and projects deep 

Of enemies, of aids, battles and leagties, 

Plausible to the world ; to me virorth aong-ht. 

Means I mast use thou say^st, prediction ebe 

Will unpredict aad fail me of the throne: 

My time I told thee (and that time fur thee 

Were better farthest off) is not yet oome ; 

When that comes tliink not thou to find me slack 

On my part ought cndeavViu^, or to need 

Thy politic maxims, or that cumbersome 

La^''giig'e of war there shown me, argument 

Of human weakness rather than of strength. 

Ify brethren, us thou culPst them, those ten trilies 

I nuut deliver, if I mean to reign 

David^s true heir, and his full sceptre sway 

To jiiKt extent ovei* uJl iMiiers «ons ; 

But wheruie lo thee is zeal, where was it then 

Kor Israel, or for David, <»r his ihroue, 

V»'lir» thou stood'fct up his tempter to the pride 

Of ii:iinl/nii;>f Ismr-i, which oust the lives 

Oi' threescore ami \v:i thuusand t>.iue!ites 

By liirt'C days pt'stilejjot*? such was thy zeal 

Tu Israel thou, the stune that uow to lut^. 

As lor those caj)tive IriUs, theiiu'w^hes were tlicy 

Who '.vroiight their own capliv i'.y, f<*ll u« 

i*'roiii (iod to w(»r;<Llj) calves, ilie (Uil.tw 

or Ki^'-ypt, Baal m-xt and A^iitaroth, 

4ud ail th* idolatries oriKUiUcii i-(M:dd 

l^Oitiiii Kthejr other w«»rso than h(ath't;ii.!i >'i;;:'.«'^ . 

Nttr in the land of their cy^uioty 



r 
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The God of their forefathers; but so dy*A 

Impenitent, and left a race behind 

Like to themselves, dirtinguishuble scarce 

From Gentiles, but by eircumci&too vain, 425 

Abd God with idols in their worship joinM. 

Should 1 of these the liheKy regard, 

Who freed as to their ancient patrimony, 

Unhumblcd, unrepentant, unrefonn''d, 

Ueadloiijjp would follow ; end to their g'ods pertiaps 

Of Bethel and of Dan ? no; let them serre 430 

Their enemies, who serve idoI»with God. 

Yet he at length, time to himself best known, 

Remenil/ring' Abraham ; by some wondVons call 

Hay bring them back repentant and sincere, 435 

And at their passing cleave th* Anyrian flood, 

Uliile to their native land with joy they haste, 

As the Rfcd sea and Jordan once he cleft, 

When to the promisM land their fadiers passM ; 

To his due time and providence I leave them. 440 

So spake Israel's true King, and to the fiend 
Made answer meet, that made void all his wiles, 
So fares it when with truth falsehood contends. 



END OF BOOK 111 



PARADISE REGAINED, 

BOOK IV. 

PERVLEX'D and troalikd at bis bad success 
The tempter stood, iioi- had what to reply ; 
DiscoverM in his fraud, thrown from his hope 
So oft, and the persaa«ive riietoric 
I'hit sleekM his tongue, and won so much on Ere, 
So little here, nay lost: but Eve was Eve, 
"Shis far his over-inatcb, who self-deceivM 
And rash, bcforehuod had no lietter weighM 
The strength he was to cope with, or his own. 
But as a man who had l>eeu matchless held 
In cunning*, 07er-reach\l where least he thoughf, 
To sulre his credit, iuid for very spite, 
Slill will be tempting' him who foils h:ni still. 
And never cease, though to his shame the more^ 
Or as a swarm of flies in vintage-time. 
About the wine-press wh^re sweet must is pourM, 
Bent off', returns as oft with humming sound ; 
Or surging waves against a solid rock, 
ThiMjgh all to shivei-s ditsh'd, th' asault renew^ 
Vain battVy, and in froth or bubbles end : 
So Sutan, whom repulse upon repulse 
Met ever, and to shameful silence brought 
Yet gives not oVr, rho"' desp^-ate of success, 
And his vain importunity j)nrsu('S. 
He hioiisj^bt oar Saviour to th« wcalcTii s\d.*i 



^ / 
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Of that hig'h monntaiO) whence he niig'lit hchold 
Another plain, longc but in breadth not wide, 
WashM by the southern sea, and on the north 
To equal length backM with a ridgre of hills, 
That screened the fruits of th' earth and seats of men 30 

From cold Septentrion blasts, thence in the midst 
Divided by a river, of whose banks 
On each side an imperial citj stood, 
With towVs and temples proudly elevate 
On sev^n small hills, with palaces adorned, 35 

Porches and llieatrcs, baths, aqueducts, 
•Statues and trophies, and triumphal arcs, 
Gardens and groves presented to his eyes, 
Above the height of mountains intcrposM 
By what strange parallax or optic skill 40 

Of vision multiplyM through air, or glass • 
Or telescope, were curious to inquire : 
And now the tempter thus his silence broke. 
The city which thou seest no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome, queen of the earth 46 

So far renown^, and with the spoils enriched 
Of nations ; there the capitolthon see«t 
Above the rest lifting his stately head 
On theTarpeian rock, her citadel 

Impregnable, and the mount Pblatine, 50 

Th* imperial palace, compass huge, and high 
The structure, skill of noblest architects 
IVith gilded battlements, conspicuous far, 
Turrets and terraces, and glittering spires. 
Many a fair edifice besides, more like 55 

Houses of gods, (so well I have disposM 
Ify airy microscope,] thou mayst behold 
Oatsliti aad inside hothj pillars and TQQ&, 

35* 
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CarrM work, the hand of famM artificen 
In cedar, marble, iroiy, or gold. 
Thence to the gates cast round thine eye, and see 
What conflux, issuing forth, or entVing in, 
Pretors, proconsuls to their provinces 
Hasting or on return, in robes of state -, 
Lictors, and rods the ensigns of their pow^r 
Legions and cohorts, turms of horse and wings : 
Or embassies from regions far remote 
In various habits on the Appian road. 
Or on th* Emiiian, some from farthest south, 
Sjene, and where the shadow both waj lalls, 
Meroe Nilotic isle, and more to west, 
The realm of Bocchus to the filackmoor sea; 
From th^ Asian kings, and Parthian among these| 
From India and the golden Chersonese, 
And utmost Indian Isle 1 aprobane, 
Busk faces with white silken turbans wreathed ; 
From Gallia, Gades, and the British west, 
Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 
Beyond Danubius to the Tauric pool. 
All nations now to Rome obedience pay. 
To Rome^s great emperor, whose wide domain 
In ample territory, wealth and power, 
Civility of manners ; arts and arms 
And long renown, thou justly mayst prefer 
Before the Parthian ; these two thrones except, 
The rest are barbarous, and scarce worth the sight, 
SharM among the petty kings too far removM ; 
These having shown thee, I have shown thee all 
The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. 
This emp'ror hath no son, and now is old, 
Old aud lascivious, and from Kome leVis^d 
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-ae, an island small but strongf, 
Dampanian shore, with {rarpose there 
*id lusts in prirate to enjoy, 

tin^ to a wicked favourite 9& 

ic cares, and yet of him suspicious, 
' all, and hating- : with what ease^ 
ivith rpgfal virtues as thou art, 
ngy and begfinning noble deeds, 
thou expel this monster from his throne 100 

(ie a stye, and in his place ascending 
people free from servile yoke ? 
Ii my help thou may^st, tu we the power 
, and by that right J give it thee. 
refure at no less than all the world, 1^ 

he highest, without the highest attaiaM 
for tliee no sitting, or not losg, 
d\s throne be prophesy'd what will. 
om the Son of God unmovM reply M : 
this grandeur and majestic show 110 

y, though caird magnificence, 
m of arms before, allure mine eye, 
<s my mind ; though thou shouldst add to tell 
inptiioiis gluttonies, and gorgeous feasts 
1 tables or Atlantic stone, 11& 

i\ € also heard, perhaps have read) 
lies of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 
(1 Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 
md myrrhine cups imbossM with gems 
,s of pearl, to me should^st tell who thirst 1^ 

vcQT still : then embassies thou show'st 
ions far and nigh ; what honour that, 
i;!s waste of time to sit and hear 
hollow compliments and lies, 
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Outlandish flatteries ? then proceed'st to tr>Ik 

Of th* f mpVor how easily suhda*d, 

How fflnriously ; I shall, thou say^st, expel 

A brutish monster : what if T withal 

Expel a devil who first made him snch ? 

Let his tormentor conscience find him oat'; 

For him 1 was not sent, nor yef to free 

That people victor once, now vile and base^ 

Deservedly made vassal, who once just, 

Frugal, and mild, and temperate, conquered well, 

But govern ill the nations under yoke, 

Peeling their provinces, exhausted all 

By lust and mpine ; first ambitions grown 

Of triumph, that insulting vanity ; 

Then cruel by their sports to blood inurM 

Of fighting beasts, and men to beasts exposed, 

Luxurious by their wealth, and greedier still, 

And from the daily scene effeminate. 

What wise and valiant man would seek to free 

These thus degenerate, by themselves enslaved, 

Or could of inward c>1aves make outward free ? 

ILuow therefore, when my season comes to sit 

On Davids throne, it shall be like a tree 

Spreading and overshadowing all the earth, 

Or as a stoue that sh 11 to pieces dash 

All monarchies be^iles throughout the world. 

And of my kingd -m there shall be no end: 

Means there sbail be to this ; but what the means 

Is not f'^r tb. e to know, nor me to tell. 

To whom the tempter impudent reply'dj 
I s» •= all offers made by roe how slight 
Tbou FaJuevt. because offVr'd, and reject' st ; 
rfoihittg TviJJ please the di&culx a.udLmcex 
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Or nothing more than still to coutradict : 
On th* other side know also thou, that I 
On what I offer set as hig-h esteem, 
K«r what I part with mean to girc for nought 3 
All these which in a moment thou hehoItPst, 
The kingdoms of the world to thee I giFe^ 
For giv^n to me, ] give to whom 1 plea^ie, 
No trifle ; yet with this reserve, not else, 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down^ 
And worship me as thy superior lord, 
Easily done, and hold them all of me ; 
For what can less so great a gift deserve ? 

Whom thus our Saviour answerM with disdain : 
1 never likM thy talk, thy offers less. 
Now both nhhor, since thou hast dar''d to utter 
Th' ahoniinuble terms, impious condition : 
But I enduro the time, till which expirM, 
Thou hast permission on me. It is written 
The first of all commandmeuti, Thou shalt worship 
The Lord thy G<>d, and only him shalt serve ; 
Ami dar'st thou to the Son of God propound 
To worship thee accursed, now more uccurs''d 
For tliis attempt, lioldrr tlian that on Eve, 
And morr hlusphomous? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of tlie world to thee were gtv''n, 
Prnnitted rather, and hy thee usurped ^ 
Other donation none IIumi canst prmluce : 
If giv'n, hy whom htil hy the King of kings, 
iim\ over all supreme ? if giv'*n to thee, 
IJy I lire how fairly is the giver now 
K«*paid ?. Hut gratitude in thee is lost 
Long since. Wert thou so void of fear or shume, 
A« offer them to me the Son o( God, 
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To m? my own, on such abhorred pact, 
That I fill I ilmvji and fvorship thee «s God? 
Cetthee behind nic ; plain thim now appear^ 
Thnt evil one, Sntan for ever damn"'d. 

To whom the riend with fear abashM reply'd : 
Be not so sore ciffended, Son of God, 
Thongh 80US of Go<l both ang'els arc and men, 
If I to try whether in h'i^her sort 
Tlian these th )n bear'st that title, have proposed 
What both from men and nngeiu I receive, 
Tetrarchs of fire, air, flood, and on the earth 
Nations beside from all the qnarterM winds, 
Ood of this world invokM and world beneath; 
Who tiien thon art, whiise coming' is foretold 
To me most fatal, ra.> it niogt concerns. 
The trial hath indumajfM thee noway, 
Rather more honour left and more esteem ; 
Me noiig'ht advantag-M, missing- what I aimM, 
Th**refore let pass, as they are transitory, 
The kingdoms uf this world ; I shall no more 
Adviiie thee ; g-ain thf m as thon canst, or not. 
And thou thyself sec m*st otherwise inclinM 
Than to a worldly crown, addicted more 
To contemplation and profound dispute, 
As by that early action ni.iy be judg-'d. 
When slipping from thy mother's eye thou wept'st 
Alone into the temple ; there wast found 
Among the gravest Uabbies di-sputant 
On points and questions titting JNloses^ chair. 
Teaching, not taught j the cliihihood shows the man, 
As njorning shows the day. lie famous then 
))y wisdom ; as tli} empire mus.t extend, 
t*io U t c\tcm\ thv miud o^er a,\\ Ihe 'vjiwV^ 



./ 
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In knowledge, all things in it couiprehcjul : 
AU knowledgfe is not coucird in Moses' law, 225 

The Pentateuch, or what the prophets wrote ; 
The GeDtiles also know, and write ami teach; 
To admiration, led hy nature's li^ht ; 
And with the Gentiles much thou must converse, 
RoHng' them hy persuasion as thou mean>t ; 23U 

TVidiout their learning how wilt thou with them. 
Or they with thee hold conversation meet ? 
H^w wilt thou reason with them, how refute 
Their idolisms, traditions, paradoxes ? 
Error by his own arms is hest eviucM. 235 

Look once more ere we leave this specular mottut 
Wtetward, much nearer hy south-wesf, hehold 
Where on th* iEg-<'an shore a city stands 
Built nobly, pure tlie air, and lig-ht the soil, 
Athens, the eye of Greece, mother of arts 240 

And eloquence, native to famous wits 
Or hospitable, in hci* sweet recess, 
City^ or suburban, studious walks and shades ; 
See there the olive grore of Academe, - 
Plato's retirement, where the Attic bird 24tf 

Trills her thick-warbled notes the summer long* ; 
ITiere, flow'ry hill, IJymettus, with the sound 
Of bees industrious murmur oft invites 
To studious musin;;' ; there Ilissus rolls 
His whisp'riner stream : within the walls then view 250 

'J he schools of ancient sag-es ; his who bred 
Great Alexander to subdue the world, 
Lycenni there, and iKiiatcdStoa next: 
'J iiere thou shalt hear aud learn the secret po*v'r 
Or" harmony in tones and numbers hit 255 

H^v \o\rc or hnn«l. and various mea^rirM \ersi»^ 



\ 
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iBoiian charms and Dorian Lyric odes, 

And his who g9.re them breath hiit higher sungc, 

Blind Melesigfenes thence Homer calPd, 

Whose poem ]'ha?hns challengM for his own. 2Bb 

Thence what the lofty grave tragedians taught 

In Chorus or Iambic, teachers best 

Of moral pradence, with delight receivM, 

In brief sentenrious precepts, while they treat 

Of Fate, of Chance, and change in human life ; 48^ 

High actions, and high passions best dcKcribing : 

Thence to the famous orators repair. 

Those ancient, whose resistless elnqurnce 

Wielded at will that fierce democracy. 

Shook the^ arsenal, and fulminM over Greece, 270 

To Macedon and ArUixcrxes throne. 

To sugc phiioHopliy next lend thine ear, 

From heaven descenilod to the low-roof d house 

Of Socrates; sec; there his toncmeiif, 

Whom well liispirM the oracle profloiincM 235 

Wisest (jf men ; from whose moutii is.-.nM forth 

Mellifluous streams that watcrM all the schools 

Of Academics old and new, with thovr 

Surnani'd Peripatetics, ami the sect 

E^)icureaii, ami the Stoic severe : 280 

These here revolve, or, as thou !ik'*si, at honM\ 

Till time mature thee to a fciag-donPs \v( ii»-ht: 

These rules will rentier thee a kiii^- eDinplete 

Within thyself, much more with empire juin'd. 

To whom our Saviour sagely thus rep'yM : 285 

Think wot l»iit tliat I know these thinq-i, or .'Win': 
I know them not ; not therefore aai 1 sljjri 
Of knowings what I ou-jjUt : he who reeeiii:s 
fjffht from above. !Von\ ♦He ?»v.\n*.'\'\TV'»*;\H^V\\^ 
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]foiidier4oetriiieiie«d%tlMMgiigrtatedtiM; SOD 

Bat thete are fobe, or UtUeelifr bit dnuMi 
CwJMtuBit teoei, Imih m Mtibii^ im. 
Hm fint Mid wisest of then all professM 
1^ knovrthiioaifyflMtlie notfiiiif knew; 
ne Bextto fitUingr fell, end i^MOtli oonoeili; 296 

A tkiid sort danbted ell timifiy thoafh plefai seaee ; 
in ▼iitne pfa«*d felieitf , 
; vbtoe joinM with riobes and long life $ 
In eorporal pleasure Im, and careless ease^ 
Tin Stole last in philosophic pride, '300^ 

Bjjr him eaird virtae ; and hisTiitaoos nafei 
tHse perfect in himself, and all pes s e w iag, 
S|MlstoGodj dt shames not toi prefer, 

JU fearingr God nor man, coaAnminir ^ 
Wealth, pleasnre, pain or tDnaeatydealli and life, 305 

Which when he lists he leaves, or boasts he can, 
9tir all his tedious talk is bol fatn boast, 
4i|s«bde diiAs conviction to evade. 
Alas ! whatean thej teach, and not mislead, 
IfBOfantofthemselvesjOfQodmiiehmorB, ^tUb 

Ajui how the world began, and how man Ml 
Hegraded by himself, on grace depeadiBg? 
Jtoch of the sonl they ta|k, but all awiy, 
Andtn themsetfes seek viitiie, and to-Acms>lff a 
Allgloi7arrsfaile,to€Mgtv)eaoaey 316 

Badier accuse him under vsnal names, 
tMrtnne and FMe, as one regmfdlem fmle 
Of mortal things. Who tfieeslere seeks in these 
tVne wisdom, finds her it, or liy dsb mi e n 
far worse, her falso l es ts st d aaee «df meeM^ -^ 

An empty doud. However, many- books, 
^ICsemeA have iiu4 ait wwMmits ^ite^ 
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iDcenanUy, and to his readini^ brings not 
A spirit and judg'ment equal or superior, 
( And what he brings, what needs he. elsewhere seek ?) 395 
Uncertain and unsettled still remains, 
Deep versM in books and shallow in hiniselfy 
Grade or intoxicate, collecting tojs 
And trifles for choice matters, worth a spunge j 
As children gathVing pebbles on the shore. 990 

Or if I would delight my private hours 
Whh music or with poem, where so soon 
As in our native language can I find 
Tliat solace ? all our law and story strewM 
With hymns, our psalms with artful terms inscrib*d| 
Our Hebrew songs and harps in Babylon, 935 

That pleas*d so well our victor^s ear, declare 
That rather Greece from us these arts derived 
111 imitated, while they loudest sing 
The vices of their deities, and their own. 
In fable, hymn, or song, so personating 910 

Their gods ridiculous, and themselves past shame* 
Remove their swelling epithets thick laid 
As varnish on a harlot^s cheek, the rest 
Thin sown with ought of profit or delight, 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 3ib 

With Siou^s songs, to all true tastes excelling, 
Where God is praisM aright, and Godlike men. 
The holiest of holies, and his saints , 

Such are from God inspired, not such from thee, 3Qi 

Unless where moral virtue is expressM 
By light of nature not in all quite lost. 
The if orators thou then extolPst, as those 
The top o/f-ioqiience, statists indeed, 
Aad lovers of (jieir country^aR msi^ «eem \ 9|l 
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But herein to our prophets far beneath, 

As men flivinclj'taiig-ht, and better teojching 

The solid rules of civil gfovernment 

In their majestic uiiatfected stjlc, 

Than all the oratoiy of Greece and Rome. 3G0 

In them is plainest taug^ht, and easiest learnM, 

What makes a nation htippy*, and kcei)s it so ? 

What ruins kiug-doms, and lays cities flat ; 

These only with our law bestfoi-m a king-. 

So spake the Son of God : but Satan now 365 

Quite at a loss, for all his darts were spent, 
Tbii3 to our Saviour %vith stern brow rejdyM : 

Since neither wealth nor honour, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor empire pleases thee, nor ought 
By me proposM in life contemplative, 3^0 

Or active, tended on by glory\ or fame. 
What dost thou in this world ? the wilderness 
For thee is fittest place ; I found thee tliere, 
And thither will return thee ; yet i^emember 
What 1 foretel thee, soon thou shalt have cause 375 

To wish thou never hadst rejected thus 
Nicely or cautiously my olierM aid, 
Which would have set thee in short time with ease 
On David\s throne, or throne of all the world, 
Now at full ag-e, fulness of time, thy season, 380 

When prophecies of thee are bestfulfiUM. 
Now conJrari', if! read ought in heaven. 
Or heav'n write ought of Fate, by what the stars 
Voluminous, or single characters. 

In their conjunctii ». met, give me to spell, 385 

Sorrows and labors, opposition, hate, 
Attend thee, scorns, reproaches, iajuries. 
Violence nnd stripes, and lastly Gvuel deulVi * 
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A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom. 
Ileal or aJI'egoric, I discern not, 
Nor when, eternal snre, as without end, 
Without beginning ; for no date prcfixM 
Directs me in the stariy rubrie set 

So say^ing, he took ; (for still he knew hispowV 
Not yet expirM), and to the wilderness 
Brought back the Son of God, and left him there. 
Feigning to disappear. Darkness now rose, 
As day-light sunk, and brought in louring night 
Her shadowy offspring, unsubetantial both, 
Privation mere of light and absent day. 
Our Sairiour meek, «nd with untroubled mind : 
After his airy jaunt, though hurryM sore, 
Hungry and cold betook him to his rest, 
Where-ever, under some concourse of shades 
Whose bi-auehing arms, thick intertwined, might shield 
From dews and damps of night his shelterMhead ; 
But shelterM slept in vain ; for at his head 
The tempter watchM,and soon with ugly dreams 
Disturbs his sleep ; and either tropic now 
'Gan thunder, and both ends of heaven, the clouds 
From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 
Fierce rain with ligbtning niivd, water with fire 
111 ruin reconcird : nor slept tlie winds 
Within their stoHy caves, but rushM abroad 
From the fourhingesof the world, and fell 
On the vexM wilderness, whose tallest pines, 
Thoug'a rooted deep as high, and sturdiest oaks 
BowM their stiff necks, loaden with storm/ Idasts, 
Or torn up sheer : ill wast thou shrouded then 
O pativnt Son of God, yet only stood\st 
Uasaakca : nor yet slaid iVic ^etrot V\vete \ 
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Infernal gboaCs, and hellirifc fmict nniiid 

EaHronM thee ; tome iMwrd, 10016 jelPd, t«Bt ihriek'd, 

Some bent at thee their fierjr dafts, vtrhile thoa 

Safit unappailM in calm and it nlets peace. 425 

Tbos panM the ntj^ht aafaal, till monittg fair - 

Cane forth with pilgrim stepala aaiea gt$jj 

Who with her radiant fingrer itUrd the roar 
' Of thunder, ohasM the donds, and lud the windi 

And grialy spectres, which die fiaad had rais*d 430 

To tempt the Son of God with terron dire« 

And now the sun with more effiectoal beaaM 

Had cbearM the face of earth, anddiy^d the wet 

Fram drooping- p!ant, or drooping^ tree ; the bircb, 

Who all thin^ now behold more fresh and green, 435 

After a night of stonn so roioons, 

ClearM np their dioieest notes in bnsh and tpnj 

.To yratolate the sweet retom o( mom j 

Kor yet amidst diis joy and brightest mom 

Was absent, after all his mischief done, - 440 

The prince of darkness, glad woald also seem 

Of this ffsir change, and to oar SaTionr came, 

Yet with no new derice, ihey all were ipeat, 

Bather by this his last affront resolved, 

Desperate of better conne, to vent his rage, 445 

And mad despite, to be so oft repellM. 

Him walking on a sunny hill he fomid, 

IfaekM on the north and west by athiek wood : 
.Out of the wood he starts in wonted ilLape, >• 

jkad in a carelem mood thus to him said : ■*-* ' 450 

Fair morning yet betides diee^ Son of Ood^ 

After a dismal night; I heard the wrack 

Ai earth and sky would mingle} bat myself 
• "Wudkbu^i and these fiaws, tibo^gh mortala Icm ^«vk 
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As dang-Vous to the pillar'd frnme of iieaF^n, 455 

Or to the earth's dark basis underoeath, 

Are to the main as inconsiderable, 

And harmless, if not wholesome, as a sneeie 

To man's less universe, and soon are gt>ife ; 

Yet as he'mg ofutimes noxious where they light 460 

On man, beast, plant, wasteful and turbulent, 

Like tiirbnlencies in th* affairs of men. 

Over whose heads they roar, and seem to point, 

They oft fore-signify and threaten ill : 

This tempest at this desert mort was bent ^ 466 

Of men at thee, fur only thou here d welPst. 

Did I not tell thee, if thou didst reject 

The perfect season offerM with my aid 

To win thy dcstinM scat, but wilt prolong 

All to the push of fate, pursue thy way 470 

Of gaining David's throne no man knows when, 

For both the when and how is no where told, 

Thou shalt be what thou art ordain'd, no doulit j 

Foraugcis have proclaimed it, but concealing 

The time and means : each act is rightliest done, 435 

l«ot when it must, but when it may be best. 

If thou observe not this, be sure to find. 

What I foretold Ihec, many a hard assay 

Of dangers, and adversities, and pains, 

Ere thou of Israers sceptre get fast hold ; 488 

Whereof this ominous night that clos'd thee round, 

So many terrors, voices, prodigies 

May warn thee, as a sure foregoing sign. 

So talk'd he, while the Son of God went on 
And staid not, but in brief liim answcr'd thus : 485 

Me worse than wet thou find'st not ; other harm 
T&ose tenon which th^u speak'&t oV,didme none *, 
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ipmr iJMur'd they coaU, Ikwuh wiiMg law* 
AJiitlim^mVBifffa} «bakllMy4Ui4««iiiffli 
IplAtriif , tr iil b»^, 1 II iiirw 4«P 

^ Alte port^Htiy B0t iQiift final CM^ Ut tibM ; 
>flUi kaaiiriaf I AaU idyBptlhy iw t ^iaif , 
QlmAt % oflgr'd tM, tet 1 M6i|ilii^ 
AtlpMtM|f]tfiiee«tofaoklillpMv>«rilM0y ' > 
AnMtiaMipiritymdwoalAtUtiMiigliftaqrCM, 4fl^ 

And ilBm'tt icfw'dy tUakiar to ttnAy 
lit «• Oi J wiU 5 detiit, tfkM ttt d»Mn*4y^ 
Aaitafflrt m nan, ■orine ui vtim mAmift, 

T» w h w B dw fteai, Mir nviafaiwiliinfv v^jly'd ; 
1%allMNrOfoiiofDftTid,?iiyiBJMM% , '^ 608 

F«r flaa af God to me k yet ia dovlil, 
Orilw HaMiah I faafe beaid fantoid 
|l|falltiM|ffa|iheti-, oftiy Mithatlee^ 
AawNdie'd ¥y GUbriel with tke dnt rkaew, 
'"itlidaftk^aafeliewnflriaBetUeliettieidy 506. 

Qa % birtfi^igiit, thatfoaf theelBaTiaar hanu 
ft— I tfciif tiaie seldom htff I eeet*d to Ojpe 
f^ iafluMy, Ay duldhood) aad tl^ yoath, 
Tlqr maaliood last, thoogh yet ia {Nifats bffd$ 
Tin at the ford of Jordan, whtdier all ito 

FIbAM to the Baptist, I aBMaf the rert, - 
Thaqgh not to be baptized, by vatee ftom heav^a 
BM thee prononncM the Sea araodbeiav*d. 
Hht accf orth I thonglit thee worth my aeanr vijew- 

M nanivwer scrutiny, that 1 mighl lam 511^ 

i what degree or meamag thou aiC aalTd 
Soa of God, which beam aa mafia seaie; 
[Hia 800 of God I alio aa^ ar was, 
4adif lwai,lam; icktaaasteaiAij 
AI|aa»«»MVofGod.$yetaieMltiwiight 6^ 
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In some resp«c( far higher so declarM : 

Therefore I watohM thy footsteps from that honr, 

And followed thee still on to this waste wild, 

Where by all best conjecture 1 collect 

Thou art to be my fatal enemy. 

Good reason then, if I beforehand seek 

To understand my adrersaty, who, 

And what he is ; his wisdom, powV, intent ; 

Ify parle or composition, trace, or league 

!ro win him, or win from him what I can, 

An opportunity I here hare had 

To try thee, si(t thee, and confess have found thee 

Proof against all temjrtation as a rock 

Of adamant, and as a center, firm. 

To th^ utmost of mere man both wise and good, 

Not more ; for honours, riches, kingdoms, glory, 

Have been before contemnM, and may again : 

Therefore to know what more thou art than man, 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from heaven, 

Another method I must now begin ) 

So saying, he caught him up, and without wing 
Of hippogrif bore through the air sublime 
Over the wilderness and o'er the plaiu : 
Till underneath them fair Jerusalem, 
The holy city, lifted high her towers. 
And higher yet the glorious temple rear'd 
Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 
Of alabaster, topt with golden spires; 
There, on the highest pinnacle he set 
The Son oi God ; and added thus in scorn : 
There stand, if thou wilt stand : to stand upright. 
WiU ask thee skill : I to thy Father's house 
ffsre broaffht thee% and UigViesl i^Uc'd^ highest is best, 
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Cb«^%Mtf dknni ; MfiHj, if Am df Otd t 
llfr It b wffllto%fto #iD grife iMteHi« 

theetoUiaDge^iatliehrteW 
f^UH «plift Ihee, 1«K a^aii/- tee 

to AiA % IImI affaiMt a 4MM!. 
T0wlMitetJe«ii: AiMiititwillfwi, 
VaytBettetordthyGod: bewMflaiaiMood: 
IIMMhi auttea wii)i'«»MaB««t fell 
••itii^lMtt Antte (to etBi|iin 
Ittuifs witti gwiloit} ni Irmft strovB 
Mb JtmVi Akkiei, md oft foiTd fliQ rofe^ 
luiirjiy froni hii Motiier etitfa new ifareiyCii ' 
flita fite Ids fUl, ead ieicer gitHi|de joitt*d, 
tlnlABd et leBgtk Ui «h* air, cspM cud feDj 
<»aaernaay»foitlfceteig>er |ii e tt d » ' 
ftedi eMmki, oBidrt liii pride 
Ke tteod to lee Ui fieMr fidl. 

£•■ llMtt TlieieB moMter flMit preipoiPd 
lidOe^ ttd hiiiwlM Mh^d it Mt deroo^ 
ThatetiS found out and ■olf'd, for frief aad ipite 
OaH herielf lieadlonylirom th* Ismeaiaa ileep; 
Sa iMeiE with dread and aafl^tddi fell >tlie fioidi 
;JM to luf crew, that sat eoniriting, WoiVlit 
trimnphals ef lib lMi»*d ioooeiiy 
and desperatioa^ aad disBMf 9 
dniit so proudly tempt the Son of Qod. 
(eU ; and strai^t a fieiyfiobe 
ion fnll sail of wii^ flew hifh, 
•a their phony Tans reeeiv*d hin soft 
':ffiNNa his aneesy station, aad iflNMrei 
Aeon ailoatiag coa^ tliroagh dik blithe air, 
Thaa in a AowV valley set himdown 
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On a s^en bank, and let before him spread 
A table of celestial food, dinne, 
Ambrosial fruits, fetchM from the tree of Ufe^ 
And from the fount of life ambrosial drink, 590 

That soon refresh^ him weary^d, and repairM, 
What hnnger, if ought hunger, had impaired, 
Or thirst ; and as he fed, angelic choirs 
, Snng heavenly anthems of his victory 
Over temptation and the tempter proud. 505 

True image of the Father, whether thronM 
In the bosom of bliss and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from heav'n ioshriaM 
In fleshly tabernacle and human form, 
WandMng the wilderness, whatever place, O05 

Habit, or state, or motion, still cxprtwiog 
The Son of God, with godlike force enda*d * 

Against tC^ attempter of tliy Father^s throne, ^ 

And thief of Paradise ; him long of old 
Thou didst dcbel, and down from heaven oast W 

IVith all his army \ now tliou hast avengM, 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquishing "^ 

Temptation, hast regained lost Paradise, 
And frustrated the conquest franduleut. 
He never more lieuceforth will dare set foot 610 

Jn Paradiso to tompt : his snares are broke : 
For thoug-h that scat of earthly bliss be faird, 
A fairer Paradise is founded now 
For Adnui and his chosen sons, whom thou 
A Saviour art come down to reinstall, 6I& 

Where they shall dwell secure, when time shall be. 
Of tc^mpter and temptation without fear. 
JButthoUf j/if^rnal serpent, :.ha It not long 
Rale in (he-clouds) like an 'aulumuvA sv^t. 
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Or fa'gtoiiigr, tlMW ilMdt fkD fimB hettf *o t^ 620 

Under hk feet 3 for proof, ere tfaii Hmmi foeFtit 
Tbj wottMi, jet not liiy last md deftdtieftwoiiiidi 
Bf thn rqwbe reom*<l^ And hoMCit ia beO 
N«trhaB|ili; in all her fetes AlMtddon met 
ThjboldatteBipt; hereafter lean with' mro W 

To drcudthe Son of God; he all mMunaM 
Shan ehase Ihee with die terror of hb voM 
Fnm ikj dcmeiuae holds posiesiion fowly 
Theo UMlthf legiMis; yeDiiig> fliqr shall ij| 
AndheytohidethesDiiBaherdofswiaey 93f^ 

ImC he eottmaod ib/em dowfl iato the deep 
Boud, UMtto tomeat seat b^we tfiek ttsse. 
IM Sob of the Most High! h«irofhediwoildsl 
QaallwofSalan! oBthj|^4rioq»werk 
*llow enter, and begin to ssre mankiad 635 

^ ThaslhejtfaeSoBofGodoiirSnfioiiraoefc 
Snag rldior, and froB hear*nl7 liBMt rafresV4 
'Bro^fht on hi« way withjoy ; he iittobierv*4 
HoBle to hisBMthei's hwipeprifitta retua'd. 
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